® e OUR
CIVIC
o ® HERITAGE

Newsletter 4, June 2023

In the January — June 2023 period, partners of the Our civic Heritage proje
national civic actions in order to offer a hands-on approach for implementing civic actions, to all those
intereseted which will be included in the Givic Skills and Action training programme. On the basis of the
developed Guidelines, partners organised their events and prepared their reports. All country reports
have been collected, analysed and integrated into a draft consolidated report, based on which the
necessary adaptations will be made into best meet the target groups need, and which will also include
policy recommendations. Below we present a brief overview of the actions implemented in the different
partner countries.

In the Netherlands Pressure Line and Dona Daria have
been working together and organised the event entitled:
‘Fighting Period Poverty In Rotterdam West'. The action
itself was about helping out immigrant girls in handling the
shortage of period products within their everyday lives. The
civic action has been made with Erasmus University
students, and it begun with the preparation of the period
products point at ‘Stichting Krachtvrouwen’ with the
‘armoedefonds’. A donation point at the Erasmus University
has been set up and the date for donating the products to
Amina has been settled, as being around June 5th at i
Stichting Krachtvrouwen. The next step in line was the creation of workshops to educate about
menstruation and creating the donation point with a “forever supply”. The action proofed to be a
success, follow our website for the video about the actual action of the donation.

In Spain, on the 5™ of May, the event entitled Get
involved in the “fallero world” of your neighborhood
with the topic of arts and performance has been
organised, which aimed to highlight the value of what
the world of “las Fallas” represents at all levels,
cultural, artistic and economic. The activity of the
falleros and falleras is continuous. Contrary to what
many people think, their work is not limited to the
Fallas week: they do not stop at any time of the year.

All the participants were enthusiastic about the idea of
the project, describing it as brilliant, evaluating the
results obtained in a very positive way and setting themselves for a later meeting at the “falla's casal”
(premises of the falla) in order to analyze the possible ways of intervening in the activities of the falla.
At the end of the workshop there was a fraternization dinner, where opinions and ideas continued to
be exchanged.
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In Bulgaria, Put colour into the g
been organised during June, with the aim of inspiring
community members of one neighbourhood in the city of
Sofia to work towards cultivating the green spaces in the
neighbourhood. The (green) spaces between the
buildings in Sofia are not high on the priority agenda of
the local municipalities and often they end up neglected
and full of litter. So it's up to the local neighbourhood
community to take action and voluntarily work towards
improving their living environment.

The Our Civic Heritage event adopted the good example
of a local woman who, voluntarily and with own funds,
has turned the space in front of her building into a lovely
garden. A few days before the event, flyers were
distributed inviting the neighbours to come and get
informed on what is needed to be done in order to
transfer her good example also to the rest of the spaces
in the neighbourhood. During 2 hours people were
coming and going, having the chance to plant flowers,
remove unnecessary weeds, saw tree branches, water
the plants and in general help out with the work on the
garden.

In Ireland, on the 28th January, 2023 at the Black
Box Theatre Lexicon Library, Dun Laoghaire, Co
Dublin the civic action with 43 participants has been
held. The Aisling Na Saoirse event was a celebration
of the Irish language and the power of the arts to
promote equality, human rights, diversity, European
common values and civic education and engagement
in Europe. The event was targeted at members of the
public that are interested in civic participation
activities, educators that teach civic participation and
cultural heritage, and policy makers and those
working in the cultural heritage and civic sector
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In Sienna, Italy, on the 5™ of May a photo exhibition entitled “Siena vista
from the outside"), in which a s
people with multilingual backgrounds ity of
Siena as their subject was organised. The event was
advertised through social media for spreading the word. The
materials for the
event were selected
photos from the
exhibition with
captions and an

information document about the project. The local television
channel Radio Siena TV was also involved, filmed the event
and interviewed a member of the working group and
published the news on its website and social channels. The
aim of the event was to present Siena from a multicultural
view, seen by foreigners.

In the UK, two events have been held. The first
one on the 16 March 2023 at Kent College
Canterbury during international week, and the
second on the 20 June at the ACEVO charities
Forum online. Prior to the event main contacts
have been established for the international week
where over 70 participants took part which has
been targeted to teachers of civic actions. The
feedback received after the event was, that this
innovative way to engage students and teachers
to foster intercultural learning might be used as
part of evening classes and after school clubs. The
short films created within the project seemed to
work well and experience shows that using photos
and stories can make the messages clearer. On
the 20" of June, during the online webinar
4 g session, to which 80 persons have signed up, was
LT targeted at CEOs of UK charities. Focus of the
i ‘ ' webinar was on inclusion and refugee integration.
The event proved to be a success and follow up

N AR —

with the organisers is still ongoing.
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In Romania, the civic a
addressing the hottest topic
preventing bullying among childre
entitled Supporting communities to prevent bullying were
launched in February 2023. A registration form has been
published, through which a number of 136 teahcers
registered for the events which were due to be held in
March on site, in different locations. The aim of the events
was to share knowledge and experiences related to
handling bullying effectively and the preparation of a
Bullying prevention strategy alongside the establishment of

committees within schools, which are in charge of dealing/addressing locally the occurring bullying
situations. Very positive feedback was received from participants and the need of organising such
actions has been underlined as it answers real needs, participants say.

The Icelandic civic action was organised
on the 25th of March, 2023 at
Hallgrimskirkja — Church Hallgrimskirkja.
The civic event was an exhibition of
handicraft by people both from the
Women'’s association and connected with
Landsbyggdin lifi. The association has a
handicraft meeting on  Saturday
mornings from Sepember/Oktober until
May/June where they come together
with their handicraft and have coffee

together. This has been chosen for the event. One of the aims of the event was to get new women
interested in working with them and also letting people know that the group is welcoming newcomers.
The program was informal, many sat down with their handicraft and talked with the women. There was
also a formal introduction about the work that the Women’s assosiation does and has done in
cooperation with the church. Person from Landsbyggdin lifi talked with most of the visitors, told about
Our Civic Heritage project and the Women’s association work.

Our project developments will be freely available for five more years. Feel free to pay us a
visit and do not hesitate to contact our local partners in case of any questions. You can find
the contact details on the project website.

PRESSURE LINE (NL) — Coordinator
INTHECITY (NL)

DONA DARIA (NL)

IFdeK (UK)

KU TU (BG)
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IFESCOOP (ES)
UNIVERSITA PER STRANIERI DI SIENA (IT)
SMASHING TIMES (IE)

LANDSBYGGDIN LIFI (IS)

SPEKTRUM (RO)

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the
Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.



https://civic-heritage.eu/

