





A chairde,

Hello and welcome to Edition Four of
Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and
Literary Journal. Our theme for this edition is
the same as that of the ongoing Irish Arts and
Human Rights Festival. That theme is In
Solidarity: An International Celebration of
Arts and Human Rights.

Smashing Times International Centre for the
Arts and Equality and Front Line Defenders,
and a range of partners, present the seventh
annual, international Irish Arts and Human
Rights Festival, which runs until this coming
Sunday, 19 October 2025. The festival features
exciting and innovative events that promote
equality, human rights, and diversity through
the arts, taking place in a range of counties
across the island of Ireland.

The aim of the festival is to showcase and
highlight the extraordinary work of human
rights defenders past and present, in Ireland
and around the world, and the role of the arts
and artists in promoting human rights today.
The artistic curator for the festival is Mary
Moynihan, Artistic Director, Smashing Times;
and the human rights curator is Laura O’Leary,
International Events and Promotions
Coordinator, Front Line Defenders. Click here
for the full festival programme.

All of the artwork included in this edition
features in this year's Irish Arts and Human
Rights Festival. Read on for an excerpt from a
lecture-performance by Featured Artist Dijana
MiloSevié, who is also interviewed; visual art by
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Featured Artist

Dijana MilosSevic

Our Featured Artist this edition is Dijana
MiloSevi€. Dijana is an award-winning
theatre director, activist, writer, and
lecturer from Serbia. She co-founded DAH
Theatre - which is based in Belgrade,
Serbia - and has been its leading director
for over 30 years. A Special Recognition
recipient of the Helena Vaz da Silva
European Award, she is a professor at the
Institute for Modern Dance, Belgrade, and
a co-director of DAH Theatre's Arts and
Human Rights Festival. DAH Theatre has
performed nationally and internationally
under Dijana’s direction, and is a long-time
collaborative partner organisation of
Smashing Times.

Dijana has also directed plays by other theatre companies around the world.

Involvement in festival: Dijana’s lecture-performance 25 Glasses of Wine is
included in the Women’s Voices From Europe event on Tuesday, 14 October
2025 (tonight) in Smashing Times, Sandycove. Dijana is also the keynote speaker
at the Smashing Times Creative Arts Eco-Conference at Rathfarnham Castle,
Dublin, presented as part of The Trees project funded by Creative Europe and led
by DAH Theatre.

The excerpt below is taken from 25 Glasses of Wine, in which Dijana discusses the
trials and adventures of a theatre troupe working in the historical-political context
of ‘a country which no longer exists.’
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Excerpt from 25 Glasses of Wine

Dijana MiloSevic
Books

When we brought our play Documents of Time to Mostar, Bosnia, in the summer
of 1999, we at DAH Theatre were the first Serbian theatre group to perform in
the city since the Bosnian war. The city was named after an old stone bridge built
during the Turkish period in the 16™ century, which had connected two parts of
the city for many centuries, and had been considered a wonder of medieval
architecture. In 1993, in the midst of the Bosnian war, the beautiful old bridge
was destroyed. An order to blow up the bridge was given by a theatre director,
who was one of the commanders of the Croatian armed forces. The director
didn't make history through his plays, but through orders that made this five-
century old monument of culture disappear in a second.

Six years later, we were in Mostar with our play. Our hosts from the Mostar
Youth Theatre provided an amazing performing site - the staircase of an old
synagogue built in the late 19" century, where a puppet theatre had found its
home before the war. Since the city was at that moment ethnically split in half
between Bosniaks and Croats, i.e. Muslims and Catholics, the space had multiple
symbolic meanings.

Visual artist NeSa Paripovi¢ made a special piece of set by constructing a wall of
books, about one metre in height and three metres in length. The wall
represented civilisation’s knowledge, but also its misconceptions. The actresses
played roles of very old women, finding various items in books - memories of
past lives, of the century that had found its end in such a tragic way in our part of
the world. They were taking books from the walls and putting them on the steps,
climbing the stairs up and down like two Sisyphuses, building a bridge with the
books. Reaching the top of the staircase, with each of the steps containing a
book, they began to roll down the steps in slow motion. Finally, liberated from
their costumes, the old ladies turned into young women dressed in white, and









Tintreach Editor Féilim James Interviews Dijana MiloSevié

Féilim: Tell us a little bit about the creative
process and inspiration behind 25 Glasses of
Wine.

Dijana: | created 25 Glasses of Wine to mark
the 25th anniversary of my company, DAH
Theatre. Twenty-five years in the life of a
theatre group is a milestone - a quarter of a
century. | realised that my entire life in
theatre, which actually extends beyond
those twenty-five years, has been deeply
influenced by the political context of my
country. And, conversely, that theatre has
helped me navigate those challenging times,
both nationally and globally.

As | began reflecting on this, | understood that it all began in my childhood. My early
years were shaped by a specific political atmosphere in my country, yet the desire
for theatre was always present. | started to write my memories, which soon grew
into stories: twenty-five years, each one unique; some beautiful, some painful, but
each containing the essence of life and art. That is why the glasses in my
performance are all different: some delicate, some plain, some extravagant, some
half-full or half-empty, and some completely full. The wine in each glass becomes a
metaphor for life, love, and celebration. And, of course, | simply enjoy red wine - it
is part of the joy of living.

Féilim: Could you speak about the production history of 25 Glasses of Wine, please?

Dijana: When | first created and performed 25 Glasses of Wine in Belgrade for our
25th anniversary, | had no idea what its future life would be. The response from
audiences, however, was extraordinary. Next year (2026) will mark ten years of
performing it. People often ask why | don’t add new stories for the passing years -
there are certainly many more that could be told. But for me, these 25 stories
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Mary Moynihan

Mary Moynihan (she/her) is an award-winning author of novels, poetry, films,
and plays, and a creator of art and photography. She is Artistic Director of
Smashing Times International Centre for the Arts and Equality and Artistic
Curator for the annual Irish Arts and Human Rights Festival.

Involvement in festival: Mary's work is included in four festival exhibitions:
From the Forest to the Ocean in Smashing Times, Sandycove (16 September-
2 November 2025); Irish in Resistance During World War Il in Smashing Times,
Sandycove (10 October-30 November 2025); The Art of Changemakers at the
dir Mill Theatre, Dundrum (16 September-25 October 2025); and Landscapes
of the Soul (concluded). Mary also has two plays in this year’s festival: The Art of
Trees at the Pearse Museum, St Enda’s Park, and Smashing Times, Sandycove;
and Memorial Monologues: The Path of Memory Part Il at the lveagh Gardens,
Dublin, and Smashing Times, Sandycove. Click here and scroll down to book a
date of your choosing for either of these plays.
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Smashing Times International Centre for the Arts and Equality is an award-
winning organisation dedicated to the promotion, study, and practice of the arts
for equality, human rights, and diversity. Led by Artistic Director Mary Moynihan,
a writer and visual artist, and working with Company Manager and Producer
Freda Manweiler and Producer Ciara Hayes, our mission is to lead the
development of the arts to promote equality, human rights, diversity, climate
justice, gender equality, and peace, working with artists and communities to
create collaborative art practice in local, national, European, and international
settings. Each year, Smashing Times International Centre for the Arts and
Equality, Front Line Defenders, and a range of partners present the annual
international Irish Arts and Human Rights Festival. This year’s festival runs from
10-19 October, 2025. Smashing Times reaches over 100,000 citizens annually.
Visit the Smashing Times website here.

To the fullest extent permitted by law, Smashing Times, its staff, artists, or funders
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information
contained therein and accept no liability arising from the use of these materials or
any such third-party materials and are not responsible for the content of external
internet sites or other material listed in this publication. No part of this publication
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and
retrieval system, without written permission from the authors and artists.
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