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A chairde,

Happy New Year everyone! Dia daoibh and
welcome to the January 2026 edition of the
Smashing Times Newsletter. This month,
our theme is Politically Engaged Theatre.

Most great art tends to engage with the
issues of its time on some level. These issues
may be  philosophical,  psychological,
historical, technological, or spiritual. They
may also be social or political. Theatre that is
geared towards the latter is our focus for this
month’s newsletter.

Politically engaged theatre can, of course, run
the risk of being preachy; of telling, not
showing. But the finest masters of the craft
communicate whatever they need to with
subtlety, like an undercurrent in a river. What
they seek to communicate may not even be a
message; it might be a question, or it might
simply be a naturalistic depiction of a specific
set of social circumstances.

Whatever the case, we, the audience, are
struck, often unconsciously, by what the play
has communicated. We may never get around
to explaining to ourselves what the play did
that so touched us. And if we do, a conscious
articulation of what the play achieved may
prove elusive, especially in the screen-
infested, frenetic-paced world we live in. But
even so, the lifeblood of the play may have
found its way into our veins. Its life-affirming
humanism may have altered our outlook on
life, however slightly. Or its deep-seated
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empathy may have coloured how we relate to
others for the better. In this way, theatre can
affect, or even enrich, our lives without us
realising.

The virtuoso authors of politically engaged
theatre include Anton Chekhov, Aphra Behn,
William Shakespeare, Arthur Miller, and many
more. Examples of innovative politically
engaged playwrights in contemporary Europe
include Caryl Churchill, Dijana MiloSevi¢, Mary
Moynihan, and Dennis Kelly.

Churchill and Miller are covered in our 10 We
Admire section below, among other 20" and
21° century playwrights and theatre groups.
Our Spotsolas piece this month is on our
winter exhibition, Solstice Light: Art in
Winter, which runs until Sunday, 25 January
(come and visit for free while you can!) Also
included in this newsletter are Quotes; blurbs
on our two recent radio shows; two
Comment articles (including one on the late
activist, writer, and actor Margaretta D'Arcy,
another important voice in political theatre);
News From the Network; and Grants and
Opportunities. Enjoy!

Féilim James
Smashing Times Newsletter and Tintreach Editor
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‘Think’st thou that
duty shall have
dread to speak /
When power to
flattery bows? To
plainness honor’s
bound / When
majesty falls to folly.’

As spoken by Kent in
King Lear by William
Shakespeare (1564
-1616)
English playwright,
poet, and actor

Sleachta

QUOTES
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‘Theatre is a form of
knowledge; it should
and can also be a
means of

transforming society.

Theatre can help us
build our future,
rather than just

waiting for it.’

Augusto Boal (1931-
2009)
Brazilian theatre
practitioner, drama

theorist, and political

activist

QUOTES
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‘Through the power
of theatre, we not
only entertain but

ignite conversations,

challenge norms and
inspire action and
equality.’

Ifeoma Fafunwa
Nigerian theatre
director, playwright,
and activist

Ag léamh na nuachtlitreach seo trid an nasc inroinnte? Cldraigh anseo chun eagrdin
amach anseo ddr nuachtlitir agus de Thintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and Literary
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SPOTSOLAS

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

Every month, in addition to bringing you the latest updates from Smashing Times,
we also highlight a specific element of our work. This month, we're focusing on our
winter exhibition, Solstice Light: Art in Winter, which runs until Sunday, 25
January 2026 — get to see it while you still can!

Solstice Light: Art in Winter

Smashing Times' winter exhibition, Solstice Light: Art in Winter, runs from
Wednesday, 3 December 2025 to Sunday, 25 January 2026, Wednesday to
Sunday, in Smashing Times, 30 Sandycove Road, Dublin, A96V9P1. Celebrate the
turning of the seasons at Solstice Light: Art in Winter, a curated visual art and film
exhibition illuminating the creativity of artists. As we emerge from winter’'s longest
and darkest days, step into a space filled with warmth, wonder, and artistic
expression. Explore a vibrant collection of visual art and handcrafted works, from
textured textiles to painting, sculpture, and seasonal crafts. Whether you're
searching for meaningful gifts or a moment of beauty, you'll find light in every





https://smashingtimes.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/SolsticeLight_Programme12pgs.pdf
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10 WE ADMIRE

Caryl Churchill

Caryl Churchill (born 1938) is an
acclaimed English playwright known
for her politically charged and
innovative theatrical works.
Churchill's early career included radio
plays with themes of personal and
societal discontent. Her first major
stage play, Owners (1972), established
her reputation and introduced
recurring themes such as gender
roles and capitalist critique. In her
early work, Churchill explored gender
and sexuality through modernist
theatre techniques of epic theatre.
Churchill's most well-known works
include Cloud Nine (1979) and Top
Girls (1982), which examine

colonialism, gender bias, and the minute play that dramatises a history
struggles of women in various societal of Israel, ending with the 2008 Israeli
contexts. Her politically engaged attack on Gaza. In a 2011 dramatists'
theatre has extended to subjects like poll by The Village Voice, six out of the
the Israel-Palestine conflict: in 2009, 20 polled writers listed Churchill as the
she wrote Seven Jewish Children, a ten- greatest living playwright.






‘the tangled relationships between
narrative, history, and nationality.’
Described as an ‘Irish Chekhov', he
published 24 plays, many of which
have been performed on Broadway.
In 1980, Friel co-founded Field Day
Theatre  Company;  his  play
Translations, considered one of his
best, was the company's first
production. Its premiere starred
Stephen Rea, Liam Neeson, and Ray
MacAnally. Set in 1833, Translations
is about language, the English effort
to convert all Irish place names into
English, and the love between an
Irish woman who speaks no English
and an English soldier who speaks
no Irish. His other notable works
include Philadelphia, Here | Come!
(1964), Faith Healer (1979), and
Dancing at Lughnasa (1990). Labelled
by director Garry Hynes as ‘the
father of modern Irish drama,’ Friel’s
plays engage with an array of

political themes, including
nationality, language, and
community.  (Alongside  Maeve

Binchy, Friel was a founding patron
of Smashing Times from its
inception in 1991, and a friend of
the company.)

Efua Sutherland

Efua Sutherland (1924-1996) was a
Ghanaian playwright, poet, teacher,
children’s author, and child advocate.
As Ghana's earliest playwright-
director, she was an influential figure
in the development of modern
Ghanaian theatre and helped to
introduce the study of African
performance traditions at university
level. In 1958, Sutherland established
the Ghana Experimental Theatre (later
renamed as the Ghana Drama Studio),
through which she nurtured a new
generation of Ghanaian playwrights
and poets. Sutherland’'s work often
draws on traditional African folklore,
incorporating music and dance while
exploring important social issues like
the status of women and community
unity. She also authored children’s
books and championed bilingual
education, reflecting her commitment
to preserving native Ghanaian
languages. She was involved in vario-
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us civic initiatives, including the
National Council for Women and
Development, and held advisory

roles in  successive Ghanaian
governments.  Although  these
governments exhibited
authoritarian  tendencies, many

argue that Sutherland achieved
positive outcomes for society from
within a flawed system. For example,
Sutherland presided over Ghana's
ratification of the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child in 1990 (the
first country to do so). All told,
Sutherland’s  politically engaged
plays are considered seminal in the
history of African theatre.

Fatima Gallaire

Fatima Gallaire (1944-2020) was an
acclaimed Algerian playwright who
wrote in French. Gallaire has written
over 20 plays, which have been
translated into more than ten lang-

uages and performed in countries all
over the world, including the USA,
Great Britain, Italy, Uzbekistan, and
Morocco. Her plays include You have
come back (Princesses) (1988). In
addition to writing for the theatre, she
also published short stories and
children’s novels. Gallaire received the
Arletty Prize for Drama in 1990 and the
Académie francaise AMIC award in
1994. Her work revolves around
themes of patriarchal oppression,
religious intolerance, exile, war, and
maternity. It also examines the trauma
of the Algerian Civil War (1992-2002)
through powerful feminist theatre,
offering a voice to North African
women and promoting social justice
and human rights, especially for
women in Maghrebi society. Though
not well known in the world at large,
Gallaire’s standing as one of the
greatest female African playwrights
means that her work, with its
innovative dramatisation of political
themes, will surely retain its relevance
and garner more critical and popular
attention into the future.
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accepted play, The Shadow of a
Gunman, was performed at the
Abbey Theatre, which also produced
Juno and the Paycock (1924) and The
Plough and the Stars (1926). These
three plays, known as his ‘Dublin
Trilogy’, represent O'Casey's most
enduring theatrical works. All three
are tragicomedies situated in the
slums of Dublin during periods of

war and revolution. O’'Casey
remains one of Ireland’'s most
successful authors of political
theatre, although his lifelong

support of the Soviet Union, a state
which engaged in extreme political
repression and the execution of
dissidents, casts a shadow on this

legacy.

Lorraine Hansberry

Lorraine  Hansberry (1930-1965)
was an American playwright, writer,

and activist. Aged 29, she was the first
black playwright, and remains the
youngest person ever, to win a New
York Critics’ Circle award. In 1938,
Hansberry's family moved to a white
neighbourhood in South Chicago,
where they were violently attacked by
neighbours. Refusing to move, they
took a case to the Supreme Court
(Hansberry v. Lee), which they won.
Hansberry is best known for writing A
Raisin in the Sun, the first play by an
African American woman to be
produced on Broadway. The play,
Hansberry's  first,  concerns a
struggling black family, and was a
huge success. A lesbian, Hansberry
also wrote about the plight of the gay
community. Deeply involved in the
civil rights movement, she believed
that the struggle for civil rights in the
us mirrored contemporaneous
independence struggles in colonial
Africa. Tragically, she died of
pancreatic cancer at the age of 34. In
1969, Nina Simone released a song
about Hansberry; its title, To Be
Young, Gifted and Black,’ refers to the
title of Hansberry's autobiography.
Hansberry’s short but explosive career
represents an important contribution
to politically engaged theatre.
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among the greatest and most
influential dramatists of the 20"
century. He was a leading pioneer of
the epic theatre movement, a form
of didactic drama that presents a
series of loosely connected scenes
that avoid illusion and often
interrupt the storyline to address
the audience directly, the goal being
to provoke audiences into thinking
critically about important social
issues.

Brecht's theatrical works often
incorporate  themes of social
injustice.  and  human  nature,
wielding a cynical lens to portray
characters driven by economic
motivations. Stand-out plays such as
Mother Courage and Her Children and
The Good Person of Szechwan
demonstrate his commitment to
Marxist ideas, while also examining
the complexities of morality and
human  behaviour. And yet,
evidence suggest that he was not
the sole author of both of these
plays, which were composed in part
by two of his female collaborators
and lovers: Margarete Steffin (1908-
1941), a German actor and writer,
made significant contributions to
Mother Courage and Her Children
(1939), while Steffin and Ruth Berlau
(1906-1974), a Danish actor and
theatre practitioner, collaborated
with Brecht on The Good Person of

Szechwan (1943). The co-authorship
was a result of Brecht's method of
collaborative  writing, applying a
Marxist, collectivist approach to
artistic creation - the integrity of
which was undermined, however, by
his exclusive credit as author of the
works, which has understandably led
to accusations of misogyny.

Nonetheless, Brecht himself is still
recognised as a highly significant
playwright and theoretician, while the
collaborative plays of Brecht, Steffin,
Berlau, Elisabeth Hauptmann (1897-
1973) (another of his major
collaborators. . . And yes, lovers), and
Hella Wuolijoki (1886-1954) - many of
which engage with the social and
political themes of the turbulent first
half of the 20th century - are of
enduring artistic importance.
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Plé | Comment

In Memory of
Margaretta D'Arcy

By Mary Moynihan

Image: Margaretta D’Arcy in 2013 outside Ennis District Court, where she was appearing in
relation to her incursions into Shannon Airport to protest its use by the US military. Photo
credit: Irish Examiner

Smashing Times would like to offer our belated condolences on the passing of
Margaretta D'Arcy (1934-2025) on 23 November 2025. Margaretta was a writer,
theatre-maker, actor, and activist. She is described by her family as a partner,
collaborator, and wife to the late John Arden, and a friend to countless women,
artists, and peace activists throughout the world. Margaretta was a life-long
advocate for social justice and cultural participation, and was committed to the
arts, peace, and human rights.
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The university had said that it has
contractual obligations to continue its
involvement with the project.

Margaretta was a prolific writer, using
her craft to explore ‘national identity
and human freedom’ (Ricorso). With
her husband John Arden, she wrote
The Little Gray Home in the West and
The Business of Good Government: A
Christmas Play as well as the 1988
BBC radio series Whose is the
Kingdom?, an epic communistic
retelling  of  Christian  history.
Margaretta wrote a book called Loose
Theatre: Memoirs of a Guerilla Theatre
Activist, which is a collection of
memoirs and a journey through her
life story. Margaret left Ireland to
work in theatre in England, where she
met the English playwright John
Arden. They both worked at the Royal
Court in London before beginning
their creative journey together as co-
playwrights, writing and producing
over 20 plays for stage and radio.

According to a Contemporary
Theatre Review article, Margaretta
saw ‘loose’ theatre as a ‘source for
acts of resistance taking place across

diverse times and places, from
theatre stages, criminal courts,
streets and traffic islands,

temporarily transformed into stages
for denouncing violence and
oppression’. In the same article,
writer and academic Robert Leach
describes Margaretta as:

. always happy to engage with the
enemy on her own. In one of the most
memorable  protests described in
[Loose Theatre: Memoirs of a Guerilla
Theatre Activist], when she was still in
her twenties, and when Arden had gone
to London to join a major protest
against nuclear weapons, she took her
baby on her bike to the local missile
base and delivered what was in effect a
treasonable letter to the commander
there, inviting him to examine his
conscience as to the morality of nuclear
weapons. The police soon made it clear
that she would be wise to move away.

Margaretta D'Arcy was a unique
human being who dedicated her life
to the arts, women’s rights, Irish
neutrality, and peace. She challenged
injustices in Ireland and around the
world, and was a courageous,
compassionate, and creative woman
whose spirit will live on. May
Margaretta rest in peace.

Further source:
www.ulstermuseum.org/serial/margaret
ta-darcy

Mary Moynihan (she/her) is an award-
winning author of novels, poetry, films,
and plays, and a creator of art and
photography. She is Artistic Director of
Smashing Times International Centre
for the Arts and Equality and Artistic
Curator for the annual, international
Irish Arts and Human Rights Festival.
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A Reflection on Katy Hessel’s
How to Live An Artful Life

By Mary Moynihan

A number of self-help books are out at the moment that are full of arty wisdom.
One of them is by Katy Hessel, an art historian, podcast host, and author of the
bestselling book The Story of Art without Men. Hessel's new book, which was
published in November 2025, is How to Live an Artful Life: 366 Inspirations From
Artists on How to Bring Creativity to Your Everyday. The book contains an entry for
each day of the year, like a calendar, offering quotes and reflections from artists
such as Marina Abramovi¢, Nan Goldin, Lubaina Himid, Louise Bourgeois, and
many more. The book is aimed at the general public and invites readers to
explore ways to unleash their creativity:

With a thought for every day of the year, whether looking for beginnings in January,
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freedom in summer, or transformation
as the nights draw in, this is a book of
words to cherish. The year is full of the
promise of work that has yet to be
written, paintings that are yet to be
painted, people who have yet to meet,
talk, or fall in love. With this book in
hand, pay attention, and see the world
anew. Go out and find it, taste it, seize
it, and live it - artfully.

The book is not about being a
professional artist or necessarily
about making art; many of the quotes
are about ways to spark creativity.
Examples include noticing beauty,
finding meaning in the mundane, and
embracing the power of imagination.
Basic tips are provided, such as
making art with what you already
have, or taking time to observe what
is around you. Another tip is to drink
tea. One artist, Agnes Varda, starts
with a cup of tea and a glass of water
with rosemary in it. Apparently this is
great for boosting your mood and
improving concentration. Another
artist advises to ‘Keep your eye on
your inner world and keep away from
ads and idiots and movie stars,
except when you need amusement.’

Hessel mentions the American
novelist Patricia Highsmith, who
wrote psychological crime thrillers
and created the character of con
artist and serial killer Tom Ripley.
Highsmith's books were the basis of
scripts for numerous films, such as

The Talented Mr. Ripley and Strangers
on a Train. Apparently Highsmith had
a habit of writing novels from her
bed, not in the bed but on it, and
fully but not decently clothed.
Highsmith wanted to make the act of
writing fun and pleasurable, and to
avoid discipline. She would write
from the bed surrounded by
cigarettes, matches, an ashtray, cups
of hot coffee, stale doughnuts, and
sugar to dip the doughnuts in.
Whatever takes your fancy!

Highsmith once said that ‘My position
is as near the fetal as possible, still
permitting writing. A womb of my
own.” While not recommending a
heavy sugar intake, the point is to try
and make the space where you work
as comfortable as possible; to lay out
the space the way you would like it. |
would like to counterpoint this with a
reference to the writer Stephen King,
who suggests that writing takes place
at a desk in a corner of the room,
with minimal clutter and facing a
blank wall so that you don't get
distracted. Close the door of the
room where you are writing and the
space should suggest, ‘When | sit
here, | work.’

Katy Hessel has a great Instagram
account highlighting the work of
women artists whom we don’t know
about but should. Click here to
check it out.
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NEWS FROM THE NETWORK

Basic Income for the Arts
Scheme

The Basic Income for the Arts pilot
scheme was launched in August 2022
by the Arts Council of Ireland and the
Department of Culture,
Communications, and Sport. It aims
to support full-time artists and
creative workers whose incomes are
precarious. In October 2025, the
government announced that the
scheme will be made permanent in
late 2026. According to the National
Campaign for the Arts, research has
shown that the scheme's benefits
include increased time devoted to art,
greater  sector retention, and
improved artist wellbeing. In terms of
a cost-benefit analysis, findings
showed that for every €1 spent, a
return of approximately €1.39 was
achieved in wider benefits. Smashing
Times believe that the original 2,000
artists should remain on the scheme
going forward, and no less than 4,000
further artists should receive funding
too.

Nominations Open: 2026 Front
Line Defenders Award for Human
Rights Defenders at Risk

Front Line Defenders is currently
accepting nominations for the 2026
Front Line Defenders Award for
Human Rights Defenders at Risk. The
award was established in 2005 to
honour the work of human rights
defenders (HRDs) who are making
outstanding contributions to the
promotion and protection of the
human rights of others, at great
personal risk to themselves. The
award focuses national and
international attention on the HRDs'
work, providing them with a greater
national and international platform.
For each region of the world, there will
be one winner selected and Front Line
Defenders will recognise all five as the
2026 Front Line Defenders Award
Laureates. The deadline is Friday, 23
January 2026. Click here for more
information and to make a
nomination.
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Amelina’s account of Russian war
crimes in Ukraine is a poignant
reminder of the sacrifice of a
journalist driven by passion to
report the truth about the lives
shattered by the Russian invasion.

The book stands as a testament to
Amelina’s courage in bringing into
focus the devastating consequences
of war for ordinary Ukrainians. Amid
SO much propaganda and
misinformation, her legacy endures
as a vital record of what has
happened and continues to happen.
| am pleased with the jury’s decision,
which was difficult given the
exceptional quality of the shortlisted
books.’

Looking at Women Looking at War
was also awarded the Orwell Prize
for Political Writing last year.

Smashing Times remembers and
pays tribute to Victoria Amelina, who
was a brilliant writer and human
rights defender. We were extremely
fortunate to have Victoria involved
in the 2022 Dublin Arts and Human

Rights Festival as part of a key event
organised by Irish PEN/PEN na
hEireann, at which she spoke
passionately about the need for
peace in Ukraine.
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