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A chairde,

Dia dhaoibh and welcome to Edition V of
Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and
Literary Journal. In this edition, we include
visual art by Fergus A Ryan (who is our
Featured Artist) and Eabha Rais; short fiction
by Johnny Roche; and poetry by Michael
Curran-Dorsano.

This edition is unthemed, although a number
of thematic bridges emerged between the
successful submissions during the selection
process. Fergus A Ryan’s contributions
highlight the presence of the extraordinary in
the ordinary, and the role art can play in
reminding us of this, as he so eloquently
explains in his article ‘Ordinary Magic'.

One of the primary sources of the sublime in
the everyday is the natural world. No matter
where we go, nature follows, like an
indifferent but beautiful ghost. We so often
look through nature, staring past trees and
rivers and soaring birds as we pace about our
manic lives, ignoring its vitality, its complex
ecosystem and unrelenting purposefulness
which are as much a miracle, as much a
defiance of chaos, as the hearts beating in
our chests. This natural environment is
beautifully captured in the visual artworks of
Fergus A Ryan and Eabha Réis below.

We might also describe familial relations as
ordinary. We all have a family, in one form or
another. And yet, consisting in this ordinary
social unit is such a depth of emotion and



compassion that we would put ourselves in
harm's way to protect our family,
representing a transcendence of sorts.

How we remember our loved ones who have
passed on is another form in which the
ordinary becomes extraordinary. ‘We love
people who have died, says Dr Brand in the
Nolan brothers' Interstellar. ‘Where's the
social utility in that? | could make a rational,
evolutionary argument for why we continue
to love the dead (a sort of afterglow of ‘social
utility’, of interpersonal connection for the
shared interest of survival), but | believe that
the inherent good of love, of empathy, is its
own justification. Here, the emotional
calculus suffices.

Michael Curran Dorsano's ‘The Forgotten
War' exemplifies the transcendent humanity
of remembering our family members who
have passed on, in this case a grandfather.
Meanwhile, Johnny Roche’s ‘Name and Birth
and Marriage and Death’ explores how
someone can love a mother they have never
met, even if it leads them to destructive
behaviour.

We were thrilled to receive a huge amount of
submissions to this edition back in
November, and we are extremely grateful for
every submission we receive. The quality of
submissions was very high, meaning we had
to make tough choices. To those we weren't
able to publish, we very much welcome you
to resubmit next month when submissions
open for Edition VI.



A massive thanks as always goes to Smashing
Times Artistic Director Mary Moynihan and
Company Manager and Producer Freda
Manweiler. | would also like to extend my
gratitude and appreciation to the artists
included in this edition. Finally, I thank you,
the reader, for taking the time to read this
publication.

Beir bua agus beannacht,
Féilim James

Editor, Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and
Literary Journal





https://www.fergusryan.art/
https://www.instagram.com/fergusaryan/?hl=en













Ordinary Magic

Fergus A Ryan

‘You know, Fergus,’” one of the RHA academicians said to me one
day. ‘You'd have greater success if you didn’t paint ordinary people
no one knows.’

Among my portrait works, after all, there were no retiring or incoming
presidents, provosts, prelates, or politicians, no award-winning literary figures
or headline social activists, or sports icons, or notable actors (though { did
feature Peter Duffy and Simon Coury as models). No, just ordinary people no
one knows. The master painters had all portrayed the great and noble, the
influential, the admired, the feared, their artistic reputations and coffers
enhanced by reflected light from their patrons and luminaries.

And reflecting on all that, 4 knew he was right; { was, for the most part, only
painting my own life and experiences. { could, even with that limitation, have
included my very close encounter with Emperor Haile Selassie in Addis Ababa;
or the brutal dictator Sékou Touré and his armed soldiers passing me in
Conakry, Guinea; or getting arrested in Gadaffils Libya and being held
overnight in Aer Lingus uniform in filthy quarters in the desert; or seeing John
F Kennedy at armis length at the Bank of reland pillars; or Maureen OlHarals
delightful visit to our 747 cockpit in 1986. There was a lot of istoryl for me to
paint, and in the mosaic of my life there were indeed many extraordinary
people.

Instead, though, 4 was always drawn to paint the people no one knows, but
whose life experience everyone recognises, people who are the same as us.
Who, after all, was DaVincils Mona Lisa, or Vermeerls woman writing a letter
with her maid, or Rembrandtls or Velasquezls kitchen maids, or Vincentls
postman, or the cheering Dubliners in Jack Yeats! Liffey Swim?

Notwithstanding my painter friendis observation, { suspect he did in fact share
my quieter inner vision, which was to reveal the magic and wonder and
beauty in the ordinary narratives that do not appear in the headlines, things
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Artist Biography

Eabha Réis is a visual artist and writer from County Waterford, whose work
explores themes of identity, connection, and the human experience. Her
writing has been published both online and in print, and her poem, The
Elephant is Contagious’, was adapted into an award-winning short film. Her
visual art has been exhibited nationally and internationally, including at the
Royal Ulster Academy, Mount Congreve Gardens, and An Chéad Tine Gallery.
In 2025, ROis was featured in the Irish Independent’'s Emerging Artist

Spotlight. Click here to visit her website and here for her Instagram
profile.
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https://eabharois.art/
https://www.instagram.com/eabharoisart/
https://www.instagram.com/eabharoisart/































Artist Biography

Originally from Minneapolis, Michael Curran-Dorsano is an international
artist, whose career as an actor, writer, and teacher has spanned the globe.
As an actor, he's performed on stage, screen, and behind the mic in the US,
Europe, and the UK, with highlights including five seasons on TNT's The Last
Ship and Richard Ill at the Lyric Theatre Belfast. His poetry has been
published in journals such as Vox Galvia, Pendemic.ie, and Spellweaver, and
his debut collection Where The Dead Poets Sing will be published in February,
2026 with Wayfarer Books. Click here to pre-order Where the Dead Poets
Sing.



https://www.wayfarerbookstore.com/product/where-the-dead-poets-sing-by-michael-curran-dorsano/G2SJLHTY6FH6D32NNSPE6FXK
https://www.wayfarerbookstore.com/product/where-the-dead-poets-sing-by-michael-curran-dorsano/G2SJLHTY6FH6D32NNSPE6FXK
https://www.wayfarerbookstore.com/product/where-the-dead-poets-sing-by-michael-curran-dorsano/G2SJLHTY6FH6D32NNSPE6FXK
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