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primary and post-primary) on the island of
Ireland.

And what is any language without its
literature? The Irish language has produced
many of our country’s best writers. The
literary contributions of figures such as
Mairtin O Cadhain, Mairéad Ni Ghrada, Seén
O Riordain, and Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill deserve
to be held in the same regard as the Joyces,
the Yeatses, and the Bolands of our adopted
tongue. What's more, when Irish-language
writers sit down at their desks to write, their
decision to write in Irish by its very nature
constitutes an act of bravery and political
subversion. To choose to write in the
language of the minority, a language which
many have the gall to call dead, is itself a
form of quiet rebellion which echoes down
the centuries. It involves a courageous refusal
to let go of such a distinctive part of our
national identity. For this, we commend them.

Read on for Quotes, Spotsolas: Smashing
Times News, and 10 We Admire, which
profiles some of the most prominent figures
in Irish-language literature. Also included are
News From the Network and Grants and
Opportunities.

Féilim James
Smashing Times Newsletter and Tintreach Editor
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A public performance of The Art of Trees takes place at Tech Amergin Further
Education and Training Centre, Waterville, Co. Kerry (Eircode: V23 A243) on
Friday, 17 April 2026, at 8pm. Booking: 066 947 8956. Admission Free. Booking
Essential.

A number of creative biodiversity workshops were run recently. This workshop
was brought to the Homework Club Waterville on Monday, 2 March 2026; to
Cahersiveen National School on Tuesday, 3 March; and to Scoil Bhréannain,
Portmagee, and Valentia Island National School on Thursday, 4 March.

Smashing Times will conduct a Sustainable Event Management Training
Workshop on Friday, 15 May 2026, from 2-4pm at the O'Connell Room in the
Old Barracks Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen, County Kerry. The purpose of the
workshop is to promote sustainable event management and to explore eco-
friendly practices for organising a community-based arts event or festival.
Places are limited to 20, on a first-come, first-served basis. To book, contact
Smashing Times at admin(at)smashingtimes.ie or phone 087 2214245.

A Project Information and Biodiversity Leaflet will be distributed to share
information on biodiversity, connections between the forests and the ocean,
and the magic of local biodiverse green spaces and ways to protect those
spaces into the future.

Click here to view the project’s web page. For full details of all the events to
be announced shortly join, please click here to join our mailing list.



https://smashingtimes.ie/projects/the-art-of-nature-protecting-our-forests-and-oceans/
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SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES

NEWS

Smashing Times Arts and Human
Rights Radio Show: 18 & 25 Feb

The episode of the Smashing Times
Arts and Human Rights Radio Show
broadcast on 18 and 25 February is
presented by Mary Moynihan, who
highlights the role of the arts in
maintaining physical and mental
wellbeing. It also focuses on
prominent  figures  using their
platforms to advocate for peace and
freedom of expression, such as Pep
Guardiola, Rutger Bregman, and
Vladyslav Heraskevych. The show
features chat and live music with
Carol Scott, Peter Gallagher, and
Sebastien Luthers of CAS, a four-piece
Celtic ensemble launching their new
album Tonnta na Maidine. Also
interviewed are Carli Jefferson and
Clair Le Couteur from Lunatraktors.
Click here to listen to the episode.
The Smashing Times Arts and Human
Rights Radio Show is broadcast every
Wednesday 6—7pm on Dublin South
FM, with each episode also available
as a podcast. Tune in to Dublin South
FM 939 or |listen online at
www.dublinsouthfm.ie. All __past
episodes can be listened to here.

Smashing Times Arts and Human
Rights Radio Show: 4 & 11 Mar

The latest episode of the Smashing
Times Arts and Human Rights Radio
Show was broadcast on Wednesday, 4
March 2026, and will be repeated
next Wednesday, 11 March at 6pm.
Presenter Mary Moynihan reflects on
the war in the Middle East, on Iranian
artists speaking out for freedom, and
on the urgent need to end war,
authoritarianism, and genocide. The
programme also celebrates
International Women’'s Day, with
features on new art and a powerful
Magdalene  Laundry installation.
Among the upcoming Smashing
Times events discussed is the
exhibition From the Forest to the Ocean
at the Smashing Times Visual Art
Gallery, 30 Sandycove Road, Dublin.
This exhibition runs from Sunday, 8
March to Sunday, 7 June 2026,
Wednesday to Friday from 1-6pm,
and Saturday and Sunday from
10am-6pm. Also discussed are events
taking place as part of our project The
Art of Nature. (See our Spotsolas
piece above for more information on
these events.)
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Creidmheas grianghraif: Mdire Ui Mhaicin
Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill

Is féidir cur sios a dhéanamh ar Nuala
Ni Dhomhnaill (a rugadh i 1952) mar
dhuine de na fili Eireannacha is
suntasai sa saol nua-aimseartha, agus
cail uirthi as an rol cinniinach a bhi
aici in athbheochan na Gaeilge tri
mheéan na filiochta. Foilsiodh a céad
chnuasach filiochta, An  Dealg
Droighin, i 1981, agus ta4 go leor
cnuasach eile, dramai, agus aisti
foilsithe aici 6 shin i1 leith.
Comhthéathaionn si béaloideas agus
miotaseolaiocht na hEireann ina
saothair, ag tarraingt ar na scéalta seo
chun mionléiridt a dhéanamh ar
dhiospoireachtai soisialta ar linne. Sa
dan ‘Ceist na Teangan’' (a luadh nios
luaithe sa nuachtlitir), minionn Ni
Dhémhnaill a cinneadh gan scriobh i

Ar aon dul lenar dtéama Litriocht
na Gaeilge, tugtar léargas sa
rannan Deichnilr Thar Barr seo ar
dheichniur scribhneoiri a bhfuil
cion tairbhe ollmhér déanta acu do
litriocht na Gaeilge. Thug na hudair
seo aghaidh ar  thionchair
sheachtracha liteartha agus réitigh
siad conair nua do litriocht na
Gaeilge, go hairithe trina gcuid
taiscéalaiochta ar théamai nua-

aoiseacha agus iarnua-aoiseacha,

amhail an coimhthios, an t-
iarchoilineachas, nadur na beithe,
agus an teannas idir an
fhéinidlacht naisidnta agus an
fhéinidlacht idirnaisiunta. Cé go
gclddaionn siad meain éagsula, ta
siad  aontaithe ina  léargas
rithabhachtach ar stddas an udair
Ghaeilge sa 20U agus san 21U
haois.

mBeéarla; cuireann si a cuid danta i
gcomparaid le bad leochaileach,
cosuil leis an gceann a diompair
Maois i dtreo inion an Fharon.
Féachann si ar an ngniomh sin freisin
mar bhealach chun mna a
chumhachtd. T4 go leor duaiseanna
faighte ag Ni Dhomhnaill, mar
shampla Duais Liteartha Idirnaisitnta
Zbigniew Herbert 2018.
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Creidmheas grianghraif: yrish Times
Sean O Riordain

s i mBaile Mhuirne, Condae Chorcai,
a rugadh Sean O Riordain (19167
1977), file a bhfuil cail air as téamai
Eorpacha a chomhthathd ina chuid
filiochta, agus as dul i ngleic leis na
teannais idir traidisiin na Gaeilge
agus tionchair nios leithne na
hEorpa. Difhoilsigh Sairséal agus Dill
a chéad chnuasach filiochta, Eireaball
Spideoige, i 1952. Cé gur spreag an
cnuasach léirmheasanna measctha
ar dtus, breathnaitear air anois mar
chlasaic de chuid fhiliocht nua-
aimseartha na Gaeilge, mar gheall ar
an mionphlé a dhéantar ann ar
théamai amhail an t-inbhreathnd,
nadar na  féinidlachta, agus
neamhleor na teanga mar mhean
léirithe. Sa la ata inniu ann, glactar
go forleathan leis an Riordanach mar
dhuine de na fili Gaeilge is fearr san
20" haois. Ta neart danta de chuid

Ui Riordain ar an gcuraclam scoile in
Eirinn, agus roghnaiodh a dhan fFill
Arisl ar an ngearrliosta do chomortas
RTE, A Poem for lreland, i 2015.

Creidmheas grianghraif: Cartlann RTE
Maire Mac an tSaoi

Udar filiochta nua-aimseartha i

gcanuint Chorca Dhuibhne,
dirbheathaisnéisi, agus pearsa
rithabhachtach i1 litriocht nua-

aimseartha na Gaeilge ab i Maire Mac
an tSaoi (1922z2021). Dloibrigh si
freisin mar thaidhleoir i statseirbhis na
hEireann. Gabhann a saothair liteartha
tri théamai fite fuaite an chreidimh
agus na n-éagoracha  soisialta
comhaimseartha tri lionsa na miana
banula, rud is fearr a léiritear i gceann
de na danta is cailidla uaithi,
Ceathrainti Mhaire Ni Ogain. Bhi an dan
seo ina céad chnuasach filiochta,
Margadh na Saoire, saothar a
tharraingionn ar mhéadair amhran
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na Mumhan a aithris di. Le linn di a
bheith ina mac léinn i gColaiste na
hOllscoile, Baile Atha Cliath,
cuireadh i bpriosun i go gairid de
bharr a cuid iarrachtai airgead a
bhailit do Chonradh na Gaeilge. Ba i
Ni Ghrada priomhchraoltéir Radio
Eireann, an chéad bhean a bhi sa rol
sin. Cé go raibh rath uirthi mar fhile
agus mar chraoltdir, is moé an chail
ata uirthi as a cuid dramai, go
hairithe An Triail (1964). Léirionn An
Triail géire agus fimineacht shochai
na hEireann ag an am, agus bhi
tionchar laidir ag saothair Bertolt
Brecht ar struchtdr agus ar theicnici
an drama. Ina léiriu maistriuil ar an
gcaoi a gcaitheann an tsochai le
mna, tad dbharthacht ag baint leis An
Triail fos sa 14 ata inniu ann.

Creidmheas grianghraif: MUsaem
Cathrach na Gaillimhe

Padraic O Conaire

Scribhneoir agus iriseoir Eireannach
ab ea Padraic O Conaire (1882-1928)

a mheastar gurb é an chéad udar a
thug téamali an nua-aoiseachais
isteach i scribhneoireacht na Gaeilge.
Cé gur i nGaillimh a rugadh €, bhog sé
go Londain sa bhliain 1899, ait ar
éirigh sé gniomhach i gConradh na
Gaeilge. Le linn a ghairmréime,
scriobh sé 26 leabhar, 473 scéal, 237
aiste, agus sé dhrama, agus tar éis do6
filleadh ar Eirinn sa bhliain 1914, lean
sé air ag scriobh agus é i mbun obair
mhuinteoireachta phairtaimseartha.
Foilsiodh a drscéal Deoraiocht sa
bhliain 1910, saothar a mheastar go
forleathan mar a sharshaothar agus
mar an chéad sampla d’fhicsean nua-
aoiseach sa Ghaeilge; agus é ag athru
idir Londain agus Gaillimh, léirionn sé
lUchair agus cruachas na ndaoine gan
rath agus driodar na sochai
mimhothalai. Mhol léirmheastoiri an
chomhbha sa leabhar do na boicht
agus doibh siud ar an imeall, an cur
sios macanta ar shaol na cathrach,
agus an tsli ar sheachain sé romansu
ar shaol na tuaithe.
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Creidmheas grianghraif: Ireland’s Eye
Magazine

Mairtin O Cadhain

Ba é Mairtin O Cadhain (1906-1970)
ceann de na scribhneoiri Gaeilge ba
mho cail san 20U haois. Ba ghniomhai
teanga, ghniomhai poblachtach, agus
acadoir € chomh maith. Scriobh sé
gearrscéalta a raibh tionchar an
bhéaloidis orthu chomh maith le prés
turgnamhach, agus d'fhoilsigh sé dha
chnuasach - Idir Shdgradh agus Ddirire
(1939) agus An Braon Broghach (1948)
- sular fhoilsigh sé a sharshaothar, an
t-urscéal Cré na Cille (1949). Meastar
gur buaicphointe de chuid nua-
aoiseachas na hEireann é Cré na Cille
agus gurb é macasamhail Gaeilge
Ulysses le James Joyce €. Ta an t-
urscéal comhdhéanta de chomhraite
idir carachtair mharbha atd curtha i
reilig i gConamara. Sa bhliain 1956,
ceapadh O Cadhain i Roinn na Gaeilge

i gColdiste na Triondide, Baile Atha
Cliath, ait ar ceapadh ina Ollamh le
Gaeilge é nios déanai, agus ina
Chomhalta den choldiste ina dhiaidh
sin. Inniu, déantar coméradh air |
gColaiste na Triondide le léachtlann
ata ainmnithe ina ondir agus le
caomhnu a lamhscribhinni i
leabharlann an cholaiste.
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Photo credit: Maire Ui Mhaicin
Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill

Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill (born 1952) can
be described as one of the most
important Irish poets of the modern-
day world, recognised for her role in
revitalising the lIrish language within
the medium of poetry. Her first
collection of poems, An Dealg Droighin,
was published in 1981, and she has
since produced numerous other
poetry collections, plays, and essays.
Her works integrate themes of Irish
folklore and mythology, drawing on
these stories in order to dissect
contemporary social debates. Ni
Dhomhnaill's poem ‘The Language
Issue’ (quoted earlier in the newslet—

ter) explains her decision not to
write in English by comparing her
poems to a fragile boat, such as the
one that carried Moses to the
Pharaoh's daughter. She also views
the act as a means of
femaleempowerment. Ni
Dhomhnaill is the recipient of many
awards, including the 2018 Zbigniew
Herbert International Literary Award.

19



Photo credit: Irish Times
Sean O Riordain

Born in Baile Mhuirne, County Cork,
Sean O Riordain (1916-1977) s
renowned for integrating European
themes into his poetry, confounding
the conflicting tensions between
traditional Irish  language and
broader European influences. His
first poetry collection, Eireaball
Spideoige, was published in 1952 by
Sairséal agus Dill. Although it
received mixed reviews initially, the
collection is now viewed as a classic
of modern Irish poetry, due to its
interrogation of themes such as
introspection, the nature of the self,
and the inadequacy of language for
the purpose of expression. Today, O
Riordain is widely regarded as one of
the best Irish language poets of the
20th century. A number of O
Riordain’s poems are on the Irish

school curriculum, while his poem ‘Fill
Aris’ was shortlisted in RTE's A Poem
for Ireland competition in 2015.

Photo credit: RTE Archives
Maire Mac an tSaoi

Maire Mac an tSaoi (1922-2021) was
an author of modernist poetry in the
Corca Dhuibhne dialect of Munster
Irish, a memoirist, and a highly
important  figure within  modern
literature in Irish. She also worked as
an lrish civil service diplomat. Her
literary works traverse interweaving
themes of religion and contemporary
social injustices under the lens of
female desire, best reflected in one of
her most famous poems, Ceathruinti
Mhdire Ni Ogdin. This poem was
featured in her first collection of
poems, Margadh na Saoire, which
draws on the song metres of oral Irish
tradition in synchrony with the syllabic
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Aine was Ireland’s Laureate na nOg
20202023 and is a member of
Aosdana. Aine has also worked as a
journalist for outlets such as RTE
and Raidi6 na Gaeltachta. Aside
from writing, she devotes her time
to running creative  writing
workshops, most commonly for
Gaelscoileanna, and leading classes

on the Irish language and
accompanying Irish literature for
student teachers. A frequent

collaborator with Smashing Times,
Aine Ni Ghlinn is a vital and multi-
talented voice within contemporary
Irish-language literature.

Photo credit: Wikipedia
Seosamh Mac Grianna

Seosamh Mac Grianna (1900/01-
1990) was an acclaimed modern writ—

er in Ulster Irish. He hailed from a
family of renowned storytellers and
poets in Rann na Feirste, County
Donegal, before training as a teacher
and taking part in the lIrish War of
Independence and the Civil War. Of
his ten original literary works, many
drew inspiration from the folklore of
Rann na Feirste, which he integrated
into essays, short stories, and his
celebrated autobiographical novel, Mo
Bhealach Féin. This work offers an
artistic Gaeltacht writer's personal
reaction to an anglicised, urbanised
post-revolution Ireland and the world
at large. Mac Grianna was also a
prolific translator for the former state
agency An Gum. Unfortunately, his
personal life was marked by tragedy;
in 1959, following the loss of his wife
and son, he admitted himself to a
psychiatric hospital, where he was
diagnosed with schizophrenia and in
which he stayed for the remaining 31
years of his life. His reputation
continued to grow in the meantime,

however, and many of his short
stories and other writings were
collected and republished in the
1970s.
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Photo credit: Ireland’s Eye Magazine
Mairtin O Cadhain

Mairtin O Cadhain (1906-1970) was
one of the most acclaimed Irish-
language writers of the 20" century.
He was also an Irish-language activist,
a republican activist, and an
academic. He  wrote folklore-
influenced  short  stories  and
experimental prose, publishing two
collections - Idir Shagradh agus Dairire
(1939) and An Braon Broghach (1948) -
prior to his magnum opus, the novel
Cré na Cille (1949). Cré na Cille is
considered a pinnacle of Irish
modernism and the Irish-language
equivalent of James Joyce's Ulysses.
The novel consists of conversations
between dead characters who are
buried in a Connemara graveyard. In
1956, O Cadhain was appointed to the
Department of Irish at Trinity College
Dublin, eventually becoming a Profes-

sor of Irish and a Fellow of the college.
Today, he is commemorated at Trinity
by a lecture hall named in his honour
and the preservation of his
manuscripts in the college library.
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Nuacht On nGréasan
NEWS FROM THE NETWORK
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Nuacht On nGréasan

NEWS FROM THE NETWORK

Follow Your Dream: An
Exhibition of New Work by
Bennie Reilly

Follow Your Dream exhibits paintings
and mixed-media sculptures by
Bennie Reilly, a Dublin-based visual
artist. Her work is inspired by
museums, natural history
collections, and her own experiences
with nature. Reilly uses her growing
collection of personal photos, along
with small objects and natural items
she has collected over the years, to
make images and three-dimensional
decorative pieces. These artworks
are a celebration of the oddities and
allure of nature, and of the positive
influence it can have on our mood
and sense of wellbeing. The
exhibition runs from 2 Marchzl May
2026, at the Municipal Gallery, dlIr
Lexicon, Dun Laoghaire, Dublin.
Admission Free. Click here to learn
more.

Transformative Memory
International Network

Transformative Memory UInternational
Network (TMIN) is a global collective of
artists, researchers, and community
leaders who work together through
reciprocal, respectful, and place-based
collaborations rooted in lived
experiences of memory and the
legacies of mass violence. The network
IS currently preparing its next
Knowledge Exchange in Manitoba,
scheduled for late summer. (ts co-
edited book, How do we be together:
Transformative memory in  the
aftermaths of political violence, has
been completed and is currently under
review. TMIN will also attend the
Memory Studies Association conference
in Buenos Aires, 28 July z 1 August 2026.
In addition to in-person activities, TMIN
continues to deliver virtual
programming, including the TMIN
Methods Series, and is planning further
online talks for 2026. Please visit our
website for more information.
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Go raibh maith agat as Nuachtlitir Smashing Times na miosa seo a |éamh.
Seolfar an chéad eagran eile Déardaoin, an 2 Aibrean 2026, faoin téama
Philosophy and the Arts. Slan go faill!

Thank you for reading this month’s Smashing Times Newsletter. The next
edition will be sent out on Thursday, 2 April 2026, under the theme of
Philosophy and the Arts. Bye for now!

Beir bua agus beannacht,

Féilim James, Smashing Times Newsletter and Tintreach Editor
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