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By Marian Harkin MEP
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ver the last year or so, | have faltered a little in my

interest for the European project, certainly not

my firm belief in the value of the project, nor my

commitment to its implementation, but at some level,
my enthusiasm was waning.

You might wonder why or how this has happened. In recent
times, things have begun to splinter and one of our core values,
solidarity, has been in short supply, with austerity policies
becoming largely unquestioned. Two million migrants have
arrived across the Mediterranean and we in the EU couldn’t even
agree on relocating just 200,000 of them. Right wing parties
whose naked nationalism, based on xenophobia, are growing in
popularity across Europe and then of course on June 24th 2016, in
the early hours of the morning, the hammer blow, BREXIT.

When | was asked to write a foreword for this thought provoking,
hugely interesting book, which draws together a number of
themes around women in conflict, the appalling nature of war and
the evolution of gender equality based on a human rights model.
As | turned the pages a small voice that grew louder kept saying
“Marian this is why you believe in the EU in the first place, this is
why you must hold on for dear life to the liberal democratic model
of the EU. You owe it to the women in the book and elsewhere to
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be part of that long line that brings us from conflict to a peace
that is based on human rights and gender equality”

This book spans the last century and draws us into this one, but
there is intimacy and personal connection in the first section
which tells ‘herstories’ rather than ‘histories Strong, brave, decent
women right across Europe, very many of whom were activists,
some of whom were victims, but all of them were actors in the
unfolding historical events. They were not mere spectators, they
effected change often in incredibly difficulty circumstances and
we as women in Europe today owe them — big time.

The individual stories of these women are fascinating, sometimes
heart-breaking but more often than not they are truly uplifting.

| feel at times | can see a thread linking their lives to mine and to
yours as a reader. We have built our societies and constructed the
EU on the back of their struggle. | am so so tempted to name their
names to recognise these extraordinary women — but | leave that
discovery to you the reader. As you scan these pages these women
will reach out to you as they did to me and if you are a woman you
will be proud to share their gender.

This book however goes beyond the personal experience. It seeks
to peel back the layers and get to the core of the matter and by



exposing the roots of militarism, chauvinism, dehumanisation and
racism that propelled us from World War One and World War Two,

it also provides us with warning signs for the future. More than
once the hair stood on the back of my neck as | drew parallels
between then and now and how the collapsing of the 19th century
European world order gave way to the horrors of Nazism, Fascism,
and Totalitarianism. And crucially within those repressive regimes -
women were especially subjugated.

As with all good books, there is light as well as dark. Chapter three
deals with human rights, gender equality and peace. This is the
“yes we can” chapter which traces the origins of human rights from
Cicero to the Magna Carta from Olimpia de Gouges who published
the Declaration of the Rights of Women in 1791 to the UN Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and from the “European Convention
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms” to
gender mainstreaming as enshrined in the Treaty of Amsterdam, 1999.

Regarding the chapter on “EU common laws, policies and
procedures for promoting human rights, gender equality, peace
and democracy” my faith in the role of the EU to articulate and
deliver on these policies was strengthened. As an MEP, | am acutely
aware of the shortcomings of the EU, how difficult it is to bridge
the gap between the lived lives of ordinary Europeans to the

various Conventions on gender equality or human rights. | know
and accept that we fall short but | also know that we are travelling
in the right direction and if the EU were to splinter or fall apart so
much of value would be lost. | absolutely believe that as before,
women would pay the highest price.

| didn’t participate in the theatre workshops outlined in Chapter
Four but oh I wish | had. Something tells me they were challenging,
provocative, fun and incredibly “mind opening.”

To all who promoted, designed, organised and participated

in this project, | say thank you. You have given me a renewed
commitment to the work of the EU. You have also given me back
my enthusiasm to play my role in furthering the work of human
rights and gender equality. At a personal level, | was truly renewed
after reading this book. My hope is that you as a reader will find a
similar sense of renewal.

MARIAN HARKIN is an Independent MEP representing the
15 counties of the Midlands-North-West constituency of
Ireland in the European Parliament. Marian is now in her third
European term following the 2014 European Election and
previously represented Sligo/Leitrim as a TD in Déil Eireann.
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Fiona Bawn Thompson, Ella Brady, Romana
Testasecca in Tell Them our Names

Introduction

This Women War and Peace Research and Resource Book is
published as part of a yearlong transnational project called Women
War and Peace, implemented by four European partners from
Ireland, Spain, Germany and Poland. The project uses creative
processes of theatre and film to promote a remembrance of European
history with a focus on women'’s stories from World War |l and the
power of the EU in promoting peace and gender equality today.

omen War and Peace is co-funded by the Europe for ¢ Instituto de Formacién y Estudios Sociales (IFES), Valencia,
Citizens programme of the European Union and the Spain, www.ifes.es
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Reconciliation
Fund and the four European partners are: + Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Universitaet, Hannover, Germany,
www.uni-hannover.de
+ Smashing Times Theatre Company, Ireland,
www.smashingtimes.ie + University of Humanities and Economics in Lodz, Poland,
www.ahe.lodz.pl
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This book can be read by everybody to promote a remembrance of
women’s stories and experiences during WWII and ways to promote
human rights, gender equality and peace today. The editor of the
book is Mary Moynihan and key contributors are Edyta Pietrzak,
Inga Kuzma, Fernando Benavente Tendillo, Kilian Cuerda Ros, Arne
Schrader, Freda Manweiler and Mary Moynihan. Jessie Maguire
(writing about the life of Ettie Steinberg), Bernard Wilson (writing
about the life of Mary Elmes) and Nadia Clare Smith (writing about
the life of Dorothy Macardle) also contributed. The book can be read
through consecutively or the reader may choose to read individual
stories and articles. The book contains:

+ Stories of women’s experiences during WWII from Ireland, Spain,
Germany and Poland including those women who promoted
liberty and actively campaigned against Fascism and Nazism and
advocated for peace. The stories also reflect on the Spanish Civil
War and the Irish Uprising of 1916.

+ Articles and research on the rise of totalitarianism in Europe, the
causes and impact of the Second World War and the development
of human rights, gender equality and peace.

SMASHING TIMES Theatre Company, Institute de
Formacion Y Estudios Sociales (IFES), Gottfried Wilhelm
Leibniz Universitaet, University of Humanities and
Economics, the funders and all referenced authors cannot
be held responsible for any use which may be made of the
information contained therein and accept no liability arising
from the use of these materials or any such third party
materials and are not responsible for the content of external
internet sites or other material listed in this booklet. You may
use and copy the workshop contained in this booklet for
training or awareness raising provided that you do not alter
or adapt the content; do not indicate by any means that the
training is provided by or endorsed by the authors, EU or
any of the institutions associated with the production of this
booklet; provide the training on a not-for-profit basis; and
acknowledge the copyright owner and source and include a
copyright notice in any extract from the booklet. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, the authors, funders, Smashing
Times Theatre Company, Institute de Formacion Y Estudios
Sociales (IFES), Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Universitaet and the
University of Humanities and Economics exclude all liability
for your use of the booklet and workshop.

The European Commission support for the production of

this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the
contents which reflects the views only of the authors, and the
Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which
may be made of the information contained therein.
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Women War and Peace Theatre
Performance and Film

The Woman is Present: Women’s Stories of World War Il
premiered at the Samuel Beckett Theatre, Trinity College,
Dublin, on the 14, 15, 16 September 2016. The performances
are re-imagined moments from the lives of women in WWII,
featuring the world premiere of Ode to Ettie Steinberg by
internationally-acclaimed playwright Deirdre Kinahan and new
Irish writing by Mary Moynihan, Fiona Bawn Thompson and
Paul Kennedy recalling stories of bravery, sacrifice and love

as powerful women stood up against Fascism and refused to
accept oppression. The directors were Mary Moynihan and
Bairbre Ni Chaoimh and the actors were Réisin Mc Atamney and
Fiona Bawn Thompson.

Women’s stories that have inspired the performance include
Ettie Steinberg (1914-42) the only female Jewish Irish citizen
known to have been murdered in Auschwitz, Margaret
Skinnider (1893-1971) a revolutionary feminist and maths
teacher who came to Dublin from Scotland at the age of 23 to
fight in the 1916 Easter Rising and who remained in Ireland and

» slell Them Our Names

¥
‘w

campaigned for women'’s rights in the trade union movement
from the 1930s onwards; Mary Elmes (1908-2002), a Cork
woman who was the first Irish person honoured as ‘Righteous
Among Nations’ for her work saving Jewish children from the
Nazi gas chambers during World War II; Marta Hillers (1911-
2001) from Germany who wrote her autobiography Eine

Frau in Berlin (A Woman in Berlin) under the name ‘Anonyma’
(Anonymous), detailing her experiences of the last days of
WWII as she and over one million other women were raped
and abused by Allied soldiers of the Red Army; Neus Catala
Palleja (b. 1915) from Spain, a member of the United Socialist
Party of Catalonia during the Spanish Civil War, an active
collaborator with the French Resistance during WWII and the
only living Spanish survivor of Ravensbrtick, one of the largest
concentration camps set up by the Nazis especially for women;
Maria Eugenia Jasinska (1906-43) from £6dz in Poland who
worked for the resistance and gave up her own life rather than
‘name names’; and Dolores Ibarurri or La Pasionaria (1895-
1989), from Spain, a revolutionary leader, political activist,
Communist and crusader against Fascism during the Spanish
Civil War who created the famous cry ‘They Shall Not Pass.
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Fiona Bawn Thompson as Mary

Elmes in Tell Them Our Names

As part of the project Smashing Times launched a short film Tell
Them Our Names directed by Mary Moynihan, edited by Mark
Quinn, High Wire Ltd and scripted by Paul Kennedy, Fiona Bawn
Thompson and Mary Moynihan from a devising process with the
cast consisting of Fiona Bawn Thompson, Romana Testacecca,
Raymond Keane, Margaret Toomey, Mary Moynihan and Ella Brady.
The film features re-imagined moments from the lives of powerful
women during WWII. Women’s stories that have inspired the film
are Marta Hillers from Germany, Mary Elmes from Ireland, Maria
Eugenia Jasinska from £L6dz in Poland, Neus Catala Palleja from
Spain and Dolores Ibarurri, La Pasionaria from Spain.

Women, War and Peace
International Symposium

The Women War and Peace International Symposium featured
guest speakers, workshops, a film launch, reflection, discussion
and debate and was held at the Samuel Beckett Theatre, Trinity
College, Dublin on Friday 16 September, 2016 from 9.30am-5pm.
The symposium brought artists and the general public together
to create a remembrance of women'’s stories from World War Il and
explored the power of the arts and the EU to promote peace and
gender equality today.

The International key note speaker was Dijana MiloSevi¢, director
of the DAH Theatre Research Centre in Belgrade, Serbia. DAH
Theatre was founded out of the need for experimental theatre
work, reflecting historical and political aspects of Serbian society.
Dijana facilitated a master class theatre workshop to explore
‘what role can the arts play in promoting women’s rights, gender
equality and peace’ at local, national and European levels. We were
delighted to have Senator lvana Bacik, LLB, LLM (Lond), BL, FTCD,
the Reid Professor of Criminal Law, Criminology and Penology at
Trinity College Dublin, speaking. She is a qualified Barrister and

a Senior Lecturer and Fellow of Trinity College Dublin (elected in
2005). Her grandfather Karel Bacik was in the Czech resistance and
was imprisoned by the Nazis. After the war, he moved to Ireland
with his young family, where they lived in Waterford.
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The international partner speakers were Edyta Pietrza, Ph.D,
University of Humanities and Economics in Lodz, Poland; Inga

B. Kuzma, Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology of Culture,
University of £6dz, Poland; Arne Schrader, Gottfried Wilhelm
Leibniz Universitaet, Hannover, Germany; Fernando Benavente,
Instituto de Formacion y Estudios Sociales (IFES), Valencia, Spain
and Africa Diez Alvarez, Gavina Cooperative School, Valencia
Spain. The full range of artists and guest speakers included
Mary Moynihan, theatre and film maker, Maureen Hetherington,
from Towards Understanding and Healing, The Junction, Derry/
Londonderry, Deirdre Toomey, Practitioner in Human Rights

and Community Development, Aine Stapleton, Dance Artist and
Performer, Paul Kennedy, writer, Chrissie Poulter, Trinity College
Dublin, Salome Mbugua, Head of Missions, Wezesha and Audrey
Keane, Information and Advice Officer, Creative Europe Desk, The
Arts Council.

A Youth Symposium took place on Thursday 15 September for
second-level schools and youth groups and was attended by
three secondary schools, St Louis High School, Rathmines, Synge
Street CBS and St Paul’s CBS, Brunswick Street. Smashing Times
were delighted to welcome the Drama Department, School of
Drama, Film and Music, at the Samuel Beckett Centre on board as
a partner for the symposium and performance.

We hope you enjoy reading the women’s stories to remember and
highlight the role played by ordinary, yet extraordinary women

in World War II. There is a need now, more than ever, to work in

a pro-active way for a genuine form of human rights, gender
equality and peace, to celebrate difference and diversity and the
empowerment of all people equally.

Book design by EMCreative.ie Email: Ed@emcreative.ie

Co-funded by the Europe for Citizens Programme of the European
Union

© Smashing Times Theatre Company Ltd 2016



Programme of the

On 14 April 2014, the Council of the European Union
unanimously adopted the Regulation setting up the ‘Europe

for Citizens’ programme for the period 2014-20. This EU
programme offers funding support in two thematic areas:

European Remembrance: This strand of the programme focuses
on Europe as a peace project. We must keep the memories of the
past alive while we build the future. The programme will support
initiatives which reflect on the causes of the totalitarian regimes
that blighted Europe’s modern history, look at its other defining
moments and reference points, and consider different historical
perspectives. Remembering the lessons of the past is a pre-
requisite for building a brighter future.

Co-funded by the

of the European Union

Democratic engagement and civic participation: This part

of the programme aims at strengthening the general public’s
understanding of how EU policies are shaped today. It also fosters
the close involvement of civil society in European policy-making.
Citizens’ organisations can draw on funding to encourage and
develop the responsible, democratic civic engagement of the
general public in the processes of European integration.

Europe for Citizens Programme
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Partner
Organisations

This transnational project involves four European partners
from Ireland, Spain, Germany and Poland. Smashing Times is
the lead organization working in partnership with Instituto de
Formacion Y Estudios Sociales (IFES), Valencia, Spain, www.
ifes.es; Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Universitaet, Hannover,
Germany, www.uni-hannover.de; and the University of
Humanities and Economics in Lodz, Poland, www.ahe.lodz.pl.

Smashing Times Theatre Company Ltd

Project Contact: Freda Manweiler, Company Manager

Tel: + 353 (0) 1 865 6613 / + 353 (0) 87 221 4245
Email: freda@smashingtimes.ie
Website: www.smashingtimes.ie

www.facebook.com/smashingtimestheatrecompany
https://twitter.com/Smashing_Times

Facebook:
Twitter:

Smashing Times is a professional theatre and film company
involved in performance, training and participation. The work of
the company is underpinned by a rights-based approach and a
commitment to artistic excellence and social engagement. As
a leading professional arts organization the company develops
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innovative, cutting edge, state of the art projects that promote
social justice, gender equality, human rights, peace building and
positive mental health through high quality artistic processes.
The company uses a multi-disciplinary approach to performance
involving a synthesis of the spoken word, physical theatre,
movement, dance, music, video and film. The company promotes
artistic creation, diversity and social change and merges art,
culture and politics to interact and engage with contemporary
society and the world we live in. The company works with
schools, youth and adult groups and the general public providing
interactive workshops, multi-disciplinary performances, film and
documentary work, post-show panel discussions, interviews,
creative seminars and symposiums, and training and professional
outreach projects. For more information visit
www.smashingtimes.ie.



Instituto de Formacién y Estudios
Sociales (IFES)

CANARIAS 51, 28045, MADRID, SPAIN. REGION: VALENCIA

Project Contact: Mr Fernando Benavente, Regional Director

Tel: + 34963825362
Email: fernando.benavente@valencia.ifes.es
Website: www.ifes.es

IFES is a foundation of the General Trade Union of Workers,
which, since 1986, has been offering solutions for the various
training needs of companies and workers in the form of
vocational training and lifelong learning. IFES accomplishes a
social purpose by giving priority to human factors and offering
skills and professional qualifications to workers. Our work follows
the same doctrines and values as the General Trade Union of
Workers and we believe that all of us are responsible for creating
a more human world, by improving employment and support
for all. Since its foundation in 1986, IFES has carried out more
than 90,000 courses, promoted more than 10 million training
hours and gained the confidence of more than 1,300 students.
IFES has worked with Smashing Times on previous successful
projects.

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Universitaet
Hannover

WELFENGARTEN 1, 30167, HANNOVER, GERMANY

Legal Rep: Mr Howind Henning, Head of Financial Department
Tel: + 4951176219180

Email: henning.howind@zuv.uni-hannover.de

Project Contact: Arne Schrader

Tel: + 495117623559

Website: www.uni-hannover.de

As part of University of Hannover with around 21,000 students
enrolled and 1,300 staff, the overall aim of the Research Group Civic
Education is to enable both young people and adults to acquire
key skills and competencies necessary for active citizenship and
participation at all levels of social and political life. The research
group offers a wide range of teacher in-service and induction
training covering all aspects of citizenship education in teaching
and learning. The training is offered at university level as well as

at national and European level. The Research Group consist of

14 researchers and practitioners who focus on identifying and
developing the integration of the European dimension in teaching
and learning.

University of Humanities and
Economics in Lodz, Poland

STERLINGA 26, 90-212, LODZ, POLAND.

Project Contact: Edyta Pietrzak

Tel: + 48426315806
Email: project@ahe.lodz.pl
Website: www.ahe.lodz.pl

Among AHE’s key fields of study and research are: political
science, educational science, social exclusion, gender studies,
civil society and quality assurance. AHE works with a lot of
different target groups, for example youth, students, people
with disabilities, women, seniors, teachers, trainers, people of
various professions, children, disadvantaged youth, unemployed.
The university is an expert in research and analysis; designing of
curricula; implementation of courses; dissemination; e-learning;
workshops, seminars, conferences; and EU project management.
AHE cooperates with a network of partners at local and European
level.
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Arne Schrader has a Bachelor of Arts. He is currently studying
German studies, History and Politics at the Leibniz Universitat
Hannover (Master of Education, 2010-16). Arne is an assistant
researcher at the Institute for Didactics of Democracy at the
Leibniz Universitat Hannover. In this context Arne coordinates
and participates in several European projects including Women
War and Peace, v-Upgrates (Validating and Upgrading VET
Trainers’ and Teachers’ Digital Skills, Erasmus+ Programme) and
Out-Side-In (Inclusive Adult Education for Refugees).

Edyta Pietrzak PhD is an anthropologist and political scientist,
associate professor at the University of Humanities and
Economics in Lodz, and head of the Department of Theory

of Politics and Political Thought. Edyta is the author of the
following books: Towards a Global Civil Society. Transgressions of
the Idea (2014), Axiology of Public Life (2011), Freedom, Equality

and Sisterhood (2008), Subject, Person, Identity (2007), Women Talk

about Their Life (2006). She is editor of the following journals:
Civitas Hominibus and Homo Politicus, and is an expert in EU
social programmes and is interested in the issues of citizenship,
public sphere, gender and global studies.

Inga B. Kuzma PhD is a lecturer at the Institute of Ethnology
and Anthropology of Culture, at the University of Lodz, Poland.
Her field of research concerns the methodological problems
of anthropological study, women’s studies, gender theory and
history. She works likewise on themes of social exclusion as an
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- Ireland; Magdalena Tomczak, Poland; Mary Moynihan,
Ireland; Fernando Benavente, spain; Arne Schrader, German;
_ and Edyta Pietrzak and Inga B. Kuzma, Poland.

P -
Women War and Peace Partners L to R Freda Manweiler, ‘

urban homelessness and an empowerment of excluded and
“muted’ groups. She is an engaged anthropologist, i.e. she is an
urban activist; she acts with non-formal groups and in NGO’s
to introduce much more history into the city and to transform
urban space to more just, equal, open and included spaces for
all‘underdogs.

Fernando Benavente Tendillo is the Director of IFES
Comunidad Valenciana. Fernando is trained as a Public
Works Technical Engineer from the Universidad Politécnica
Madrid in addition to having a Computer Science Degree
from Universidad Politécnica Valencia. Fernando has been a
member of the Spanish Socialist Party (PSOE) since 1987 and
an active member of the trade union UGT - Union General de
Trabajadores - since 1988. Fernando has been both involved
in and managed European co-operation projects related to
education, training and employment since 1988.

Mary Moynihan MA is a theatre and filmmaker and Artistic
Director of Smashing Times Theatre Company and a Theatre
Lecturer for the Honours BA in Drama (Performance) at the
DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama, Dublin. Mary works
regularly as a theatre and arts consultant and as a writer and



director on professional arts and socially-engaged projects
including the highly successful Acting for the Future which
uses theatre to promote positive mental health and Acting
for Peace which uses theatre and film to promote peace, hon-
violence, gender equality and human rights. As a playwright
Mary’s work includes In One Breath from the highly-acclaimed
Testimonies (co-written with Paul Kennedy). As a theatre
director, professional directing credits include scenes from A
Midsummer Night's Dream by William Shakespeare for the Abbey
Theatre, Dublin; Uprising scripted by Tara McKevitt, Project
Arts Centre Dublin, Lyric Theatre, Belfast and on national tour;
and Thou Shalt Not Kill by Paul Kennedy, Project Arts Centre
Dublin and Lyric Theatre Belfast. Mary has an honours MA in
Film Production from DIT and an honours BA in Drama and
Theatre Studies from the University of Dublin Trinity College.
Mary originally trained as an actor and director at Focus
Theatre under the direction of Deirdre O’Connell, her friend and
mentor. Mary’s theatre work takes place in both professional
and non-traditional theatre spaces. Her work is physical-based
and focuses on primal, visceral and intuitive responses to
vulnerability and conflict and an exploration of self and the
other.

Freda Manweiler is project coordinator for Women War and
Peace. Freda has worked with Smashing Times Theatre Company
since 1999. She is highly skilled in management and project
coordination and implementation. She has worked as producer
on a range of Smashing Times and other productions throughout
the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. She is Course
Coordinator of the Smashing Times cross border and cross
community Creative Training programmes which are accredited
by the National University of Ireland/University College Dublin.
She is coordinator of the highly successful Acting For The Future
programme that uses drama and theatre to promote positive
mental health and suicide prevention and is run in association
with the Samaritans and the Irish Association of Suicidology in
the Repubilic of Ireland and more recently in Northern Ireland.

As part of her work for Smashing Times she is responsible for all
aspects of management and project development and is also
involved in teaching practice. She has extensive experience

in team management through her work with Smashing Times

as a manager and as a manager and Employment Assessment
Coordinator for a Working Skills Centre in Toronto, Canada. Her
education includes a Bachelor in Social Work (2007) from the
Open University and in 2012 she completed an MEd from the
National University of Ireland/UCD.
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WOMEN'’S STORIES OF WWII






Josephine Alexandra Mitchell (1903-95) an Irish born jazz singer,
bandleader and saxophonist who went on to settle in Berlin in her
early twenties where she performed with jazz legends including
Coleman Hawkins, Jack Hilton and Jean ‘Django’ Reinhardt and
Dorothy Macardle (1889-1958) who worked as a teacher, writer,
historian, novelist, playwright and journalist and is the politically-
engaged author of numerous books. Louise Graham nee Boyle, was
interviewed by Smashing Times and kindly shared her memories of
World War Il. Louise, now living in Ireland, was born in Manchester,
England to Irish parents and was one of over three million children
evacuated during World War Il because of the risks from aerial
bombings. Smashing Times also remember Mary Fleming and Aileen
Turner who were awarded the George Medal for their heroism in
saving patients’ lives in the London Blitz during the Second World
War when Grove Park Hospital in London was hit by German bombs.

Smashing Times Theatre Company first heard about the stories of
Mary Elmes and Ettie Steinberg when they visited the Irish Jewish
Museum in Dublin with their international partners as part of the
Women War and Peace project. It is very important to remember
and educate people about the Holocaust and to continue to raise
awareness of antisemitism and all forms of racism and prejudice.
Smashing Times are indebted to the families of Ettie Steinberg and
Mary Elmes for their kind support and to Bernard Wilson for his
extraordinary work researching the life of Mary Elmes. Mary was an
extraordinary women and by all accounts very brave, courageous
and selfless in her efforts to help others. All the women’s stories give
the impression of very powerful women who each in their own way
resisted oppression and did what they could to help others. Because
of her activities assisting those incarcerated in the camps and
rescuing Jewish children, Mary Elmes was arrested and imprisoned
by the Gestapo in Toulouse. She was released after six months
without charge. In an article on her life Bernard Wilson wrote that

Spanish Civil War and overthrew the Spanish democratic Republic,
subjecting the Spanish people to a cruel and oppressive dictatorship
that was to last until Franco’s death in 1976. Many women in Spain
were active against fascism and the stories of Spanish women
during World War Il were collected by Instituto de Formacién y
Estudios Sociales (IFES), Valencia, Spain, www.ifes.es.

Federica Montseny (1905-94) was a Spanish politician, feminist
and anarchist trade unionist and Minister for Health during the
Second Spanish Republic, one of the first women in Spain to
occupy a ministerial position. She published almost fifty short
stories with a romantic-social background specifically targeting
working class women, as well as producing political, ethical,
biographical and autobiographical writings. Federica believed that
‘women are obligated to take freedom if it is not given to them:’ 2

Rosa Estruch (1915-78) was a Valencian teacher and politician,
a Republican Councillor and Mayor of the town of Vilallonga
during the Spanish Civil War, during which she was arrested and
sentenced to 15 years in prison.

Pilar Tendillo (b. 1926) witnessed at first hand the slaughter of the
Malaga—Almeria road massacre, an attack on civilians that occurred
during the Spanish Civil War after Franco’s troops entered the city of
Malaga. A multitude of refugees fleeing from Méalaga to Almeria (a
city under the control of the Republican Popular Army) were attacked
by sea and air by Franco’s forces and about 5,000 civilians were killed.

Dolores Ibarruri, La Pasionaria (1895-1989) was a well-known
Spanish revolutionary leader who fought against Franco. She was an
excellent orator, a political activist and supporter of communism. She
was a parliamentary deputy in Spain and fought for women’s rights.
She took the name ‘Pasionaria’initially in 1918 as a pseudonym for

Smashing Times Theatre Company first heard about the stories of
Mary Elmes and Ettie Steinberg when they visited the Irish Jewish

Museum in Dublin with their international partners as part of the
Women War and Peace project

“After almost six months incarceration she was released without
having been charged with any offence . .. and it is recorded that
when asked much later about her experiences she just replied ‘Oh
we all had to suffer some inconveniences in those days!"* She looked
for no credit for the extraordinary work she had done. According to
Bernard Wilson, Mary refused to accept the salary which had accrued
while she was in prison, and likewise the Legion d’Honneur which the
French government wanted to bestow on her. It is not known how
many adult’s and children’s lives Mary EImes saved however there is a
ripple effect in terms of three generations of people who would not
be alive today if it wasn't for the work of this extraordinary woman.
There are many accounts detailing her work in rescuing children and
this has been acknowledged by the fact that she received the award
of ‘Righteous Amongst Nations’ for her work in saving Jewish lives.

The Spanish Civil War foreshadowed World War II. Fascism was on the
rise and would eventually devastate many countries and overthrow
democracy. By 1939 the fascists led by Francisco Franco, leader

of the nationalist forces, with the support of Fascist Italy and Nazi
Germany in addition to the rich and the Catholic Church, won the
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political articles that she wrote. Dolores became “politically active

in her twenties, first in workers' movements in the industrial Basque
country, later in Madrid, where she began as a correspondent for the
Communist newspaper El Mundo Obrero and spent a lot of time in
and out of prison for her activities with the Spanish Communist Party
(PCE). She was involved in the Organization of Women Against War
and Fascism, serving as the head of the Spanish delegation to its world
congress in 1934. She was later elected deputy of Asturias and during
the Civil War was vice-president of Las Cortes, unofficial minister of
war propaganda and morale, and ambassador of the Republic abroad.
After going into exile in spring 1939, she continued her involvement
with the PCE, becoming General Secretary in 1942 and President

in 1960. She travelled around the world, meeting with leaders and
citizens everywhere, a living symbol of anti-Franco resistance. After
Francisco Franco's death in 1975, the Communist Party was again
legalized in Spain, and Ibarruri was finally able to return in 1977 to
her homeland, where she was again elected to Parliament, and where
she participated in the creation of the new Spanish Constitution. She
continued to be active in national affairs until her death in 1989, less
than a month before her ninety-fourth birthday.” 3



In her writings Dolores promoted the active and equal involvement
of women in resistance and spoke out against the traditional role of
awoman as solely a wife and mother. Dolores wrote her life story in
her autobiography They Shall Not Pass.

Neus Catala Palleja (b. 1915) from Catalonia in Spain was a member
of the United Socialist Party of Catalonia during the Spanish Civil War.
After Spain fell to the fascists, she went into exile and became an
active collaborator with the French Resistance until she was arrested
by the Nazis. She is the only living Spanish survivor of Ravensbrtick,
one of the largest concentration camps set up by the Nazis especially
for women. The camp was built in 1938 near the village of Ravensbriick
in Northern Germany, just over 50 miles north of Berlin. Women were
interned under categories such as Jewish prisoners, asocials, Jehovah's
Witnesses, political prisoners, lesbians and communists. The camp was
overseen by male SS administrators and the camp staff was made up
of female guards who were equally as cruel as the male guards.

Conditions in the camp were atrocious, food was in short supply
and diseases such as typhus were endemic. Prisoners were used for

Sabina Coyne Higgins, Aras an Uachtardin First Lady with
actors Fiona Bawn Thompson and Roisin Mc Atamney

slave labour in agriculture and in armaments factories and those
too weak to work were routinely executed. Women and children
were murdered daily by hanging, gassing, shooting, drowning,
suffocation or were beaten or burnt to death. Prisoners suffered
rape, forced sterilization experiments, torture and death from illegal
medical experiments and lethal injections conducted by the Nazi SS
doctors. Over 132,000 women and children from over 20 different
countries were incarcerated in Ravensbriick and “about 92,000 died
of starvation, illness, or were executed.”*

Women in Ravensbruck found many ways to help each other to
survive including holding classes in history and languages, sharing
and preparing ‘imaginary’ meals, using humour, laughter and
theatre, and, where feasible, carrying out acts of sabotage in the
armaments factories where the women were used as slave labour.
After the war Neus, whose own memories were recorded in the form
of a novel by Carme Marti under the Catalan title of Un Cel de Plom
(Ashes in the Sky) devoted her time to human rights and ensuring
that the memory of all women who died in Ravensbriick and other
Nazi concentration camps would not be forgotten.
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Speakers at the Women War and Peace Symposium

It is now known that rape and sexual violence were committed

by all sides during WWII. Brothels were set up in Nazi and Soviet
concentration camps where women from the camps were forced
to work. The sexual assault of Jewish women during the Holocaust
is now researched by women historians and authors such as

Sonja M. Hedgepeth and Rochelle G. Saidel, in their book Sexual
Violence Against Jewish Women during the Holocaust, first published
by Brandeis University Press, December 2010. According to an
endorsement by Deborah E. Lipstadt, Dorot Professor of Modern
Jewish and Holocaust Studies, Emory University, “The Nazis used

a wide variety of means to humiliate, degrade, and torture Jews.
Rape and sexual abuse were among them” Sadly, it was not only the
Nazis and their allies who abused Jewish women. Jews, non-Jewish
prisoners, and even liberators did as well.

The women'’s stories from Germany were collected by Gottfried
Wilhelm Leibniz Universitaet Hannover (LUH), Germany. Marta
Hillers (1911-2001) was a journalist living in Berlin during the final
days of World War Il. She was one of over two million German women
who suffered from mass rape by the Allied forces. She wrote bravely
about her experiences in a diary covering an eight-week period

from 20 April to 22 June 1945 when Berlin fell to the Soviet army.
Marta writes about the daily struggles to survive and the horrific and
brutal assaults of rape suffered by German women and children at
the hands of the Soviet soldiers. The diary tells of the author’s own
experiences of gang rape and her choice to ‘take a Soviet officer as a
protector during the Red Army occupation’ ®

Marta Hillers' strength comes through in her writings ‘all my feelings
seem dead except for the drive to live. They shall not destroy me'

To avoid the nightly gang rapes she writes about having to ‘find a
single wolf to keep away the pack’ She described the arrangement as
‘sleeping for food' The diary was published anonymously under the
title Eine Frau in Berlin (A Woman in Berlin), firstly in the United States
in 1954 in English and then in Germany in 1959. On its publication

in Germany the author was accused of ‘besmirching the honour of
German women’ Hiller refused to have another edition published in
her lifetime. Having married and moved to Switzerland, Hillers left
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journalism and did not publish another major work. She died in 2001."¢
The book was republished posthumously in Germany in 2003 and
became a critically acclaimed bestseller and Hillers was identified as
the author. The book has also been adapted and produced as a film.
Marta Hillers represents the ‘other side’ of women’s stories during
World War II, women who did not suffer under the fascist regime,
because of being enemies of the Nazis, but women, who suffered
because of being more or less part of that regime.

Remembering Marta Hillers story is important because women

are often blamed or held responsible for what has happened even
today. Marta Hillers suffered violently from sexual assault as well

as stigmatization. This ‘blame’ has caused decades of silence in
relation to sexual violence. Rape is an aggressive act of violence

and power and a woman is never, ever to blame no matter what the
circumstances. Misogyny is encoded in many cultures and is evident
in state policy in countries such as Saudi Arabia, in the activities

of fundamentalist terrorist or religious organisations worldwide

and in the high levels of sexual violence and in the commonplace
objectification of women as sexual objects in Western society.
Because of stigmatization, many women are afraid to speak out and
there is an urgent need for radical action to be taken to eradicate
sexual violence and stigmatisation in all its forms.

Other stories from Germany are Anna Seghers (1900-83), one of the
most important German women writers of the 20th century; Gertrud
Potzinger, a member of the Zeugen Jehovas (Jehovah's Witnesses), a
religious group that was persecuted by the Nazi regime during World
War II; Esther Bauer who was deported along with her family in
1942 to the concentration camp Theresienstadt, located in German-
controlled Czechoslovakia, and then to Auschwitz; and Sophie
Scholl (1921-43) a young German student and anti-Nazi political
activist and member of the White Rose non-violent resistance group
in Nazi Germany. Sophie rejected the ideology of the Nazi regime by
joining an organised resistance group set up with her brother Hans
Scholl and a few other young students from Munich, Bavaria. The
group wrote and distributed anti-war leaflets and became known

as the White Roses. As part of this group they fought against the



dictatorship until they were arrested by the Gestapo in 1943 for
distributing anti-war leaflets at the University of Munich. Sophie and
her two co-conspirators including her brother Hans were sentenced
to death by guillotine and executed for their resistance to Nazi
Germany. Hans Scholl’s last words were ‘Es lebe die Freiheit!’ (Long
live freedom!) and Sophie’s resistance held until the very end. She

is quoted as saying ‘Such a fine, sunny day and | have to go’ She
continued ‘but what does my death matter, if through us thousands
of people are awakened and stirred to action?.

The women’s stories from £6dz in Poland were collected by the
University of Humanities and Economics in £6dz, Poland. Maria
Eugenia Jasinska was an assistant pharmacist and during the war
became a member of the underground resistance movement in £6dz
under the cover of her work in the pharmacy. She saved the lives of
numerous people. On April 19, 1942 she was arrested and subjected
to long periods of torture. She refused to name names and was
sentenced to death by hanging. Such a harsh sentence resulted from
her determination to defend herself and others and not give any
name away. On April 20, 1943 Maria Eugenia Jasinska was executed,
probably in the £6dz Jewish cemetery. Maria was posthumously
awarded the Silver Cross of the War Order of Virtuti Militari and

on the thirtieth anniversary of the liberation of Poland, she was
decorated with the Cross of Valour ‘for her bravery and courage’ Her
body has not been found.

Alina Szapocznikow was a Jewish woman who survived the £6dz
ghetto in Poland and the Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen concentration
camps. After the war she became a world famous sculptor, known

for her expressive works reflecting transformations taking place in

a human body. She was interested in sensuality and drama and was
fascinated by what happens to people in extreme situations. She
wrote ‘A fleeting moment, a trifing moment - this is the only symbol
of our earthly existence’
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war; and the original testimony of Johanna Majewska recalling in
interview the experiences of living as a Jewish person during and
after WWII.

By remembering women’s stories of WWII we hope to play a

part in ensuring we do not forget the atrocities committed by
totalitarian regimes when innocent people were murdered. Up to
70 million people died during WWII including men, women and
children, democratic governments were dismantled, millions of
people were persecuted and atrocious crimes were committed
against humanity including the murder of six million Jewish people
in the Holocaust and another six million from many different
nationalities. The aim is not to glorify war but to acknowledge the
human cost of war, the atrocities and destruction that occurred
and to acknowledge the voices and experiences of women in order
to reveal a wider picture of what happened. People and nation
states suffer when human values such as respect, tolerance and
democracy are destroyed. Remembering lessons of the past is a
prerequisite for building a brighter future. The aim is to remember
and learn from history with a view to preventing similar atrocities
from happening in the future and at the same time to remember
the many different roles played by ordinary, yet extraordinary
women during World War Il who found their own way to stand

up against fascism and totalitarianism and who refused to accept
oppression.

1 Quoted in Howard Wriggins “Picking up the Pieces from Portugal to Palestine”
University Press of America ISBN 0 7618 2797 8

2. Federica Montseny and Spanish Anarchist Feminism by Shirley F. Fredericks, The
Anarchist Library, 1976.

3. Writing the Female Revolutionary Self: Dolores Ibarruri and the Spanish Civil War,
Byron Kristine, Journal of Modern Literature 28, no 1 138-65 Fall 2004, Indiana
University Press

4. http://womenshistory.about.com/od/warwwii/a/holocaust.htmJewish

5. http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4024723.Marta_Hillers

6. http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4024723.Marta_Hillers










response was to section off areas of the beaches with barbed
wire, and to enclose the refugees between the wire and the
sea. They had to scoop depressions in the sand for shelter.
There were no toilets, they had to use the sea in full view of
everyone. Drinking water was pumped up from underground
but rapidly became polluted, bread was tossed over the wire
leaving the refugees to fight for food. The French authorities
hoped that their unwelcome guests would return to Spain —
some did, but most refused knowing what fate might await
them there... By the time Mary arrived in France, things were
somewhat more organised, there were now many more
camps along the coast and some attempt at shelter and
provisions had been made. There was still a pressing need

for clothing and food, and conditions were still woefully
inadequate. She saw however, that if these camps were to
remain for any length of time, there was a need for schooling,
for reading matter suitable for both children and adults, for
the means to occupy their time and provide some kind of
purpose to their existence. In July 1939 she was appointed by
the Quaker organization, the International Commission of the
American Friends Service Council, to provide relief efforts and
cultural activities for refugees from the Spanish Civil War now
living in interment camps in France, organizing food supplies
and providing educational books for children. She saw the
need for books in Spanish, and shortly after her appointment
was in Paris buying books for the libraries she was soon to
open. She became a familiar figure in the camps, thousands
knew her as ‘Miss Mary’ and turned to her for solutions to
their problems®

In 1940 France fell to German occupation and thousands of
Jewish people and others fled to the south of the country where
they were arrested by the French police and held with Spanish
refugees.

According to Bernard Wilson, ‘now everyone was short of food.
Mary and her colleagues in Perpignan opened canteens, provided
meals in schools throughout the region, while still continuing the
work in the camps. With the fall of France, British workers had to
leave, but Mary as an Irish neutral stayed on. She continued her
work in the camps. She was now in charge of the AFSC office in
Perpignan and her work included the various camps for Spanish
refugees on the coast, of which Argeles was the largest, and
canteens in schools throughout the region, extending as far as
Montpellier and Carcassonne. There was scarcely a town or village
in the whole of that huge area that did not receive help in some
form or another from the AFSC office in Perpignan:

In January 1941 a former army camp called Rivesaltes, near
Perpignon, was set up as a permanent internment camp firstly
housing the Spanish refugees and then in 1942 it was used to
intern Jewish people who were being rounded up. All Jewish
people rounded up in the unoccupied zone of France were
interned in Rivesaltes internment camp. The Quakers and other
aid organisations established canteens and workshops there
however the camp was overrun with lice and rats and those
there had little protection from the harsh winters and scorching
summers, the place was filthy with little food and minimum
clothing. Many children died at the camp. As the war progressed,
there were weekly deportations of Jewish people, both adults
and children, from Rivesaltes in railway wagons, taking them to
concentration camps in Germany and Poland including Auschwitz
where death from the gas chambers or from starvation awaited
them.
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According to Bernard Wilson, ‘between the 13 August to the

19 October, 9 trains left the Rivesaltes camp for Drancy in the
suburbs of Paris filled with Jews, a total of 2,251 persons, of whom
110 were children. The number of children would have been
considerably greater had it not been for the intervention of Mary
and her colleagues in the other organisations’ °

Despite the danger to their own lives, ElImes and the Quakers
started a campaign to save as many children as possible. If their
parents agreed to it, Jewish children in the camp under the age
of 16 could be taken out of and sent to designated places. For
example EImes made contact with, and helped transport young
refugees to ‘children’s colonies and hotels...a ruse to get them to
safety since many simply slipped over the border’ ! EImes even
hid children in the boot of her car and drove them high into the
Pyrenees. It will probably never be known how many children
she saved.

The aim was to move as many Jewish children as possible out

of the actual camps into other places where they would be safe
because, during this time, ‘if Jewish children under the age of

16 were housed separate from their parents outside the refugee
camps, they often weren't searched out particularly if the French
officials knew they could already meet their quota for scheduled
deportations of Jews. 12

In 1942 it is known that Mary made contact with an American
woman called Lois Mary Guden who had served in France in
World War Il with the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC)
providing World War Il relief efforts and helping refugee children.
Lois Mary Guden was also one of only a handful of Americans
awarded the ‘Righteous Among the Nations’ award. At the time
that Mary Elmes contacted her, Lois was working in Canet-Plage
at Villa St Christophe, a 20-room convalescent home located on
the Mediterranean beach. This home held sixty children, many

of them Spanish refugees, and was located about 12 miles from
the Rivesaltes Refugee Camp. Mary contacted Lois as she was
looking for safe places for children in the refugee camp who were
in danger of being deported to concentration camps where their
lives would be at risk. Lois wrote in her diary on 9 August 1942
that ‘Mary informed me about return of Polish and German Jews
to Poland where death by starvation awaits them’ ** Lois wrote in
her diary on 10 August 1942 ‘when | got back to colony found a
little boy crying — asking for his barrack and for the Secours Suisse
(Swiss Aid to Children, organization assisting at the refugee camp);
Miss Elmes had brought us three Jewish boys in an attempt to
save them when their parents leave; had quite some time quieting
the poor little fellow; but finally his sobs died down’ 4

In January 1943 Elmes was arrested on suspicion of helping Jews
escape. She was never charged, but she was first held in Toulouse
and then held for six months in Fresnes Prison near Paris. After
her release, she continued her activities as before. According to
Bernard Wilson 'she later dismissed her imprisonment with the
words ‘Well we all experienced inconveniences in those days,
didn't we? Mary refused to accept the salary which had accrued
while she was in prison, and likewise the Legion d’Honneur which
the French government wanted to bestow on her. She was not a
Quaker, though she led the Quaker work in Perpignan throughout
the war!*> After the war ended, Mary EImes married Roger
Danjou and they settled in France and had two children. EImes
made frequent trips to Cork before her death on 9 March 2002 at
the age of 92. Mary Elmes never sought special recognition for all
the help she gave or all the lives she saved.






The Irish Jewish Music in Portobello, Dublin, has erected a
memorial to Ettie and her family and a section of the museum is
dedicated to telling her story. A stone memorial was also erected
at Malahide Community School in Dublin as a way to create a
permanent Holocaust memorial to honour Ireland’s only victim
murdered at Auschwitz.

Endnotes

1 www.warhistoryonline.com/war-articles/remembering-ettie-steinberg-
irelands-holocaust-victim.html

2 Article by Conan Kennedy (http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/history/Irelands-
only-Holocaust-victim-the-Ettie-Steinbergs)

3 D. Keogh, Jews in Twentieth Century Ireland: Refugees, Anti-Semitism and the
Holocaust, Ireland: Cork University Press, p. 166
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5 Ettie Steinberg The Only Irish Victim of the Holocuast by
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Margaret Skinnider

Margaret Skinnider (1893-1971) was a revolutionary feminist and
maths teacher who came to Dublin from Scotland at the age of
23 to take part in the Easter Rising in Dublin in 1916. Margaret
was born in North Lanarkshire in England in 1893 to Irish parents
who were originally from Tydavnet in County Monahan. Margaret
trained as a Maths teacher and joined Cumann na mBan in
Scotland, an Irish women’s organization set up in 1913 to achieve
Irish independence. It was through her involvement with this
organization that she became close friends with Countess
Markievicz, one of the leaders of the 1916 Rising. In 1915, she
was asked by Markievicz to smuggle detonators, guns and bomb-
making equipment into Ireland in preparation for the planned
Rising in Dublin. Margaret travelled over to Dublin a week before
the Easter Rising took place in April 1916. She joined the struggle
on the basis that it promised equal status for women under the
new 1916 Republican proclamation.

During the Rising Margaret was attached to the Irish Citizen
army in Saint Stephen’s Green where she worked as a scout and
messenger under Commandant Michael Mallin and her friend
Countess Markievicz who became second-in-command. She
carried despatches back and forth from Mallin to James Connolly,
leader of the Irish Citizen Army stationed at the GPO. When

the battalion moved to the College of Surgeons she worked

as a sniper. According to the Glasnevin Trust, Margaret was an
excellent markswoman, having learned to shoot in a rifle club,
which, ironically, had been set up so that women could help in
defence of the British Empire. Of her time stationed in the College
of Surgeons during the Rising Margaret wrote that “It was dark
there, full of smoke and the din of firing, but it was good to be in
action ... more than once | saw the man | aimed at fall”.

On Wednesday 26 April Margaret was sent out on a mission by
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Margaret Skinnider

I

Commandant Mallon to burn down two buildings near Saint
Stephen’s Green in order to cut off the retreat of a group of British
soldiers who were positioned on the roof of University Church and
who were bombarding the rebels with machine gun and rifle fire.
The following is an extract from a Smashing Times performance of
Margaret Skinnider based on Margaret’s original testimony.

Myself and William Partridge will lead a section of men
towards the building to burn them down, forcing the enemy
to withdraw. Mallin gives me four men to help. | felt elated. We
lock and load our weapons and once outside, we run in short
bursts along the side of the street. It takes only a few moments
to reach the buildings we are to set on fire. In order to gain
entry, Partridge smashes the glass front with the butt of his
weapon. A flash follows. The rifle has accidentally discharged.
A volley of fire erupts from a nearby building - the flash has
revealed us to the enemy. | rush forward calling to the others
to take cover as a second volley erupts and | fall. I've been hit,
I've been hit three times . . . Knowing our mission has been
compromised we decide to fall back to the College of Surgeons.
Once back in the college the men lay me out on a table and
cut away the coat of my fine new uniform. | cried over that.
The others thought | was crying over my wounds but | was
crying for my uniform, the battle dress of the Republic. | have
been shot in three places. Had | not turned as | went through
the shop door to call to the others, | would have got all three
bullets in my back and lungs and surely would have died. They
have to probe several times to get the bullets out but the
probing doesn’t hurt as much as my disappointment at not
being able to go back out and bomb the Shelbourne Hotel.

Margaret was taken to St Vincent's Hospital where she was
arrested and then taken to the Bridewell Police Station for
interrogation. While there a surgeon who had treated her at the
hospital insists that she is returned to hospital where she spends
several weeks recuperating. Upon her release from hospital she
obtained a permit to return to Scotland where she worked as a
teacher but lost her job due to the nature of her injuries, which
made it difficult to teach.






two tunes constantly in demand by the troops were ‘Sentimental
Journey’and ‘Blue Moon.

According to the radio documentary, while in Germany Zandra
gave birth to a daughter whom she named Constance Alexandra.
She was not married and her boyfriend would not stand by her
and so, after the birth she left her daughter with a Russian family
to mind. This was the start of a very complex period in her life.
Zandra was frequently away touring and at a certain stage when
the child was around four the father returned and claimed the
child.

Zandra did not tell people about her child and it was only

publicly known when she died at the age of 93 and left money
in her will to her daughter. When Zandra returned to Ireland in
1946 she lived in Dublin for a brief period before she settled in

Rossnowlagh, County Donegal living in her family’s holiday home.

She lived a reclusive lifestyle, however she had a small number
of close friends and played some gigs in Donegal and Sligo in
the 1960s and 1970s and is still fondly remembered by local
musicians who also played at the time. She died on 23 November
1995 and is buried in Glasnevin Cemetery, Dublin.

Mark McMenamin found out about Zandra’s story through a
postmaster in his native Donegal, a man called Michael Gallagher
who was also a musician and became a good friend of Zandra

in the 1980s. They shared a strong interest in music and he
inherited Zandra’s collection of memorabilia. According to the
documentary Zandra lived alone, smoked Woodbines and liked a
glass of wine. As part of his work in researching the documentary
Mark McMenamin attempted to make contact with Zandra’s
daughter but was unsuccessful. However he believes she survived
the war. Zandra never attempted to find her daughter, whom she
named Constance Alexandra, but left her about £3-4,000 in her
will when she died in 1995.

Zandra ended up as a recluse, living in the basement of her
house and had only a few close friends. She told Michael
Gallagher she didn’'t want her story to be told until after she died.
Zandrass letters are the only known correspondence of an Irish
person living in Berlin during World War Il. Mark McMenamin's
documentary was aired on RTE Radio’s Lyric FM at 7pm on
Christmas Day 2015 and people can listen to the documentary on
https://soundcloud.com/the-lyric-feature/zandra-a-sentimental-
journey

Dorothy Macardle

Dorothy Macardle (1889-1958) was born on the 2 February

1889 in Dundalk, Ireland. She worked as a teacher, writer,
historian, novelist, playwright and journalist and is the politically-
engaged author of numerous books including The Irish Republic:
A Documented Chronicle of the Anglo-Irish Conflict and the
Partitioning of Ireland, with a Detailed Account of the Period 1916-
1923 commissioned and preface by Eamon de Valera. She was

a humanitarian, civil liberties activist and feminist and was
involved in Ireland’s War of Independence and Civil War taking
the anti-Treaty side. She served a prison sentence of six months in
Mountjoy Gaol, 1922-23 and shared a cell with Rosamund Jacob.
She was a member of the Gaelic League and later Cumann na
mBan. Her brother Kenneth died at the Front during World War I.
In 1926 she left the Republican party Sinn Féin and joined Eamon
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Dorothy Macardle * :

de Valera’s new Fianna Fail party, ‘believing that an Irish republic
could be achieved through political means’ Although she was a
member of the Irish political party Fianna Fail, she opposed the
party’s views on censorship and equality for women and she
spoke out against the new 1937 Irish Constitution because of its
lack of equality for women.

During the 1930s and 1940s she was very involved in
international affairs and was a strong supporter of the League

of Nations where she worked as a journalist between the two
World Wars. She lived in London during World War Il and worked
for the BBC. She spoke out against the rise of Fascism in Europe
and supported the United Nations and international cooperation.
Her book Children of Europe: A Study of the Children of Liberated
Countries (1950), which she wrote in 1949 is an account of the
plight of children during and after the Second World War and
the devastating consequences of war particularly as it affected
children. The book was an early contribution to the social history
of World War Il and the Holocaust.

She returned to Dublin after the war and worked as a journalist
and theatre reviewer. During the 1940s and 1950s she wrote
several novels including her first gothic novel, published in

1942 and which was adapted for the screen in 1944 as one

of Hollywood’s most successful ghost stories, The Uninvited.
According to Irish Professor Luke Gibbons ‘her first gothic novel
The Uninvited, filmed by Lewis Allen in 1944, became a cult movie,
earning the ultimate accolade in William Everson’s Classics of the
Horror Films “quite possibly the movies best ghost story”* |

According to Lisa Coen of Tramp Press, ‘to this day, Martin
Scorsese cites The Uninvited as a favourite film of his! 2 The
Uninvited was recently re-published by Tramp Press (http://www.
tramppress.com/shop/), as the second in the Recovered Voices



series. According to one of the founding members of Tramp Press,
Lisa Coen, the aim of the company is once a year or so, to find a
book that has fallen from public awareness...Dorothy Macardle is
one playwright we've never heard of. Luke Gibbons (Professor of
Irish Literary and Cultural Studies in NUI Maynooth) got in touch
with us last year about reissuing The Uninvited, which he teaches.
As he writes in the introduction to this new edition, Macardle is “a
feminist activist who was also a radical republican; a universalist
civil liberties humanitarian who was also a nationalist; a defender
of Irish neutrality during World War Two who moved to London to
participate in the fight against the Nazis; a brilliant lecturer who
held no teaching position; a journalist and historian who was a
critic and novelist of distinction; a psychological rationalist who
also put in a good word for ghosts and extrasensory experiences.”
Macardle even did time in prison during the Civil War. Like many
women involved in revolution, she was dismayed at how women
were disenfranchised in the new constitution™ *

According to Luke Gibbons, ‘Her awareness of the Nazi menace,
acquired as an Irish Press journalist at the League of Nations

in the late 1930s, prompted a move to London during the

war years. There she identified with the plight of other small
nations fighting for their survival, not least the Czechoslovakian
government-in-exile...Her arrival in London coincided with the
harsh treatment of East European refugees (including up to 8,000
Czechs) by the British authorities, leading to the internment

of thousands suspected as being Nazi “fifth columnists”...For
Macardle, her republican past and experiences of prison during
the Irish Civil War were a means of opening up, rather than
closing off, identification with others in the unfolding catastrophe
of the second World War...Macardle’s internationalism led to

her becoming a founding member of the Irish Institute for
International Affairs (Il1A) in the late 1930s. 4

Dorothy Macardle died on 23 December 1958 and is buried in St
Fintan's Cemetery, near Howth head in Dublin.

Endnotes

1 http://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/an-irishman-s-diary-1.1275614

2/3:  http://www.writing.ie/interviews/stage-screen/waking-the-feminists-and-
disturbing-old-ghosts-the-uninvited-by-dorothy-mcardle/

4 http://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/an-irishman-s-diary-1.1275614.

Article: Dorothy Macardle (1889-1958): Republican and
Internationalist

The following is an article on Dorothy Macardle by Nadia Clare
Smith who lectures in history at Boston College, USA. Nadia is
the biographer of Dorothy Macardle and has written Dorothy
Macardle, A Life, published by The Woodfield Press, Dublin.

‘| am a propagandist, unrepentant and unashamed’ Dorothy
Macardle, author of The Irish Republic, announced in June
1939. Many readers familiar with her classic history of the
Irish revolution, commissioned by her political hero Eamon
de Valera, might be only too ready to concur with Macardle’s
candid self-assessment. In this instance, however, she was
speaking not in relation to her activities as a republican
journalist or Fianna Fail supporter, but as a proponent of the
League of Nations who was urging an American audience

to speak out against fascism and to support international
cooperation. A half-century after her death, Macardle, a
historian, journalist, novelist, playwright, activist and student
of the occult, is mainly remembered as the politically-engaged
author of The Irish Republic.

An unlikely republican, Dorothy Macardle was born in Dundalk
in 1889 to Minnie Ross Macardle, a troubled and enigmatic
Englishwoman, and Thomas Callan Macardle, the chairman

of Dundalk’s Macardle Moore brewery. The Macardles were

a wealthy Catholic family with both unionist and Home

Rule sympathies. Dorothy moved to Dublin in her teens and
was educated at Alexandra College and University College
Dublin. In Dublin she met prominent nationalists, such as
Maud Gonne MacBride, and moved from cultural nationalism
to republicanism while forging a career as a teacher and
playwright. She worked as a journalist and publicist during the
War of Independence and the Civil War, when she supported
the anti-Treaty side and served a prison sentence. In 1926

she left Sinn Féin and joined Eamon de Valera’s new Fianna
Fail party, believing that an Irish republic could be achieved
through political means. During the late 1920s and 1930s she
researched and wrote The Irish Republic, commissioned by

de Valera, while continuing to work as a journalist and

playwright.

Macardle worked on The Irish Republic during a critical phase
in the development of the modern Irish historical profession.
She was one of many accomplished Irish female historians
during the Free State period. Others included Mary Hayden,
Mary Donovan O'Sullivan, Sile Ni Chinnéide, Constantia
Maxwell, Alice Stopford Green, Eleanor Hull, Rosamond Jacob,
Helena Concannon, Isabel Grubb and Ada Longfield. Like
Macardle, many of these women were noted for their political
and social activism as well as for their historical works; Green
and Concannon, for instance, were both senators. Macardle
stood out from her counterparts by writing contemporary
Irish political history, as most of the other women historians
wrote on early modern Ireland. The 1930s also marked the
emergence of the modern, university-based Irish historical
profession, whose leading figures were the young academic
historians Robert Dudley Edwards of University College Dublin
and Theodore Moody of Trinity College, founders of the
journal Irish Historical Studies. While the new professionals
concentrated on early modern rather than contemporary Irish
history, they were aware of Macardle, and RD Edwards praised
her efforts.

The Irish Republic met with much popular acclaim in Ireland, as
well as some misgivings, and brought Macardle widespread
recognition when it was published in 1937. The Irish Press,
the newspaper linked with de Valera and Fianna Fail, actively
promoted the book by publishing extracts as well as a glowing
review. The Irish Times review offered measured praise, as did
the Times Literary Supplement, which brought the book to
the attention of British readers. The most hostile responses in
Ireland came from the Irish Independent, the newspaper of
Fine Gael supporters, which opposed Macardle’s treatment
of the Free State side in the Civil War and her exaltation of

de Valera, and the Catholic Bulletin, which felt that Macardle
had slighted the role of the Catholic Church in the Irish
independence movement. Overall, the responses to The Irish
Republic combined praise for Macardle’s research, thorough
documentation, range of sources and narration of dramatic
events with reservations about the book’s political slant.
Although stocks of the book were blown to bits when the
Luftwaffe dropped bombs on a warehouse in London during
World War 11, The Irish Republic, like the phoenix, rose from
its own ashes and was reprinted several times, most recently
in 2005. It was pressed into political service by de Valera and
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Federica Montseny Mané

Federica Montseny Marné

Federica Montseny Mafié (1905-94) was born in Madrid in 1905.
She was a Spanish anarchist leader and was one of the most
emblematic figures of the Spanish labour movement. Federica
Montseny was also a brilliant writer and speaker.

Her early life was marked by the decisive influence of her parents,
both activists in libertarian ideas, they were heavily involved

in social and propaganda activity in which the need to extend
education to all social groups was a fundamental axis: the
freedom of men and women could only be achieved through the
acquisition of knowledge.

A strong sense of freedom also determined her whole process of
learning. Personal freedom, empowerment and choice of lifestyle
were the foundations of womanhood that her mother passed

on to her. The theatre, for which her father wrote many works,
also formed a big part of Federica’s education. She also attended
free courses at the University of Barcelona and completed an
instruction that would broadly distance herself from the women
of her time.

Rallies and demonstrations were also part of Federica’s teenage
life. When just twelve years of age, she accompanied her parents
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on their militant activities. At Café Spanish she met Salvador
Segui, union leader at the time, and Lluis Companys, later
president of the Catalan Generalitat. All of them were crucial
characters in the social and political history of Spain and later
shared with Federica experiences of the labour struggles and
tragic Civil War.

In late 1920, aged fifteen years, Federica Montseny wrote her first
novel, Peregrina de amor which she burned shortly thereafter. At
seventeen she began her contributions to the anarchist press,
using the pseudonym ‘Blanca Montsan’ In 1923, at eighteen, she
joined the CNT (National Confederation of Labour), the large
central anarchist union of the time. It was at that time that she
received the offer to collaborate with the newspaper Solidaridad
Obrera. Federica was to take charge of the section ‘Social Relief’

Federica also joined the directors of the White Magazine, a
theoretical organ of the Spanish anarchism team. There she
became known through her many writings, spreading her
thought through over 600 articles.

From 1932 Federica Montseny began to take part in various
tours, very unusual at that time, she travelled throughout various
parts of the country reporting on syndicalist and revolutionary
ideas. She participated in many rallies and speeches that were
soon collected in pamphlets. In 1933 Federica gave birth to her
first child, the result of a long relationship with fellow anarchist
Germinal Esgleas. This however did not mean her departure from
the organization or literary work.

In the latter field, Federica Montseny wrote about fifty stories,
some of which addressed the problem of female freedom,
empowerment of women and their right to free will, matters that
Federica dealt with through her whole lifetime.

Federica remained a leading member of the FAI (Iberian Anarchist
Federation), the most radical wing of the CNT, and relentlessly
maintained a dialectical confrontation with peers from the more
moderate sector.

The CNT faced a crucial ethical issue within a few months of
starting the Civil War. During the government of Largo Caballero,
some members in the CNT opposed any form of government
collaboration, which would eventually happen. This event deeply
affected Federica Montseny. Indeed, of the four ministers who
were appointed as representatives of the CNT in government,
occupying the portfolios of Justice, Commerce, Health and






Pilar and her family managed to survive and to get to Almeria,
they gathered along with everyone else in the bullring, where
they stayed a few days, until they could take a train to Murcia
(where they took shelter in different schools for two months) and
then to Alicante, where they managed to stay in the flat of their
murdered cousin.

For approximately three years they lived in Alicante, they did so
under the constant threat of bombing (there was an underground
shelter right next to their house), unable to attend school (the
older sister was a teacher of the other three, meanwhile she wrote
a diary that her grandmother ordered her to destroy to avoid
problems in the future) and living in a situation of permanent
distress until the war ended. Luckily, her mother found work in
the military commissary and as a result managed to keep safe the
whole family during those difficult years.

Just after the war, the six women returned to Malaga, but all their
properties had been seized (the house and the shop they had),
so they had to return again to Larache, where they remained for
three years, finally they all moved to Madrid in 1942. Pilar was 16
and a dramatic reminder accompanied her for the rest of her life.

In February 2005, a memorial was opened in the Malaga town of
Torre del Mar, in memory of the victims of the slaughter, with the
assistance of some of the survivors of the exodus, and a ceremony
was held in which Pilar Tendillo participated. In recent years

there have been several acts of remembrance for the victims and
survivors, as well as a travelling photo exhibition entitled ‘The
Crime of the Méalaga-Almeria highway'

After living in Madrid for 47 years (until 1989), Pilar moved to
Valencia, where she currently resides.

Rosa Estruch Espinos

Rosa Estruch Espinos (1915-78) was born in San Juan, Argentina
in 1915. Her parents had emigrated from Vilallonga in search of
work. Years later they returned to the village, but the economic
situation made them emigrate again, this time to France.

Back in Vilallonga in 1936, Rosa was dedicated to teaching French.
With the triumph of the Popular Front, she joined the Communist
Party and was elected Secretary General of the PCE of Vilallonga.

During the Civil War she was a municipal councillor in the
Vilallonga UGT union. Joining ranks with the Communist mayor
Andrés Tarazona, Rosa Estruch was appointed mayor in the
context of war. Thus she became the first woman to become
mayor of Vilallonga.

After the Civil War, she was arrested and imprisoned in Valencia and
underwent interrogations that left her marked for life. In March 1940
she was tried in a summary court martial, accused of professing
communist ideas, of helping the rebellion and of participating as a
militia. She was sentenced to fifteen years in prison.

With an increasingly deteriorating physical condition, her body
became immobilized. Incarceration in prison alternated with
periods of admission to the Provincial Hospital of Valencia.

She was released from prison in 1942 and remained under
surveillance until 1951.
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Despite her disability, Rosa Estruch continued her militancy work
in hiding, assisting in the reorganization of the PCE in Valencia.
In 1952, Rosa Estruch was again indicted and the police tried to
arrest her but this was impossible because of her disability status.

In 1955 she entered the Sanatorium Malvarrosa of Valencia, where
statements were taken from her because she was accused of
having participated in the guerrilla movement. When it came
time for her to appear in court, she was taken on a stretcher to
the courtroom. Again they interned her in the hospital under
police surveillance. After the coroner’s report on her physical
condition, Rosa was never again disturbed.

The stay at the sanatorium Malvarrosa of Valencia, where she
remained until her death, marked a new era in the life of this
republican. Rosa Estruch was a reference to the comrades who
had fought with her in the Republic and civil war. When the
dictatorship ended, many Valencian republican activists and
communists went to the hospital continuously to visit Rosa,
dividing amongst themselves the tasks of assistance and support.
For them she represented an example of the struggle that women
made in defence of the Republic and freedoms.

Rosa Estruch became one of the female icons of the struggle
against Franco in Valencia. She died 22 years after her admittance
to the hospital on 27 June 1978.

Neus Catala Palleja

~
g |

_.’ _‘__}'g' - ‘; .
Neus Catala Palleja

3

Neus Catala Palleja (b. 1915) was born in Els Guiamets (Tarragona)
in Catalonia, Spain, on 6 October 1915 and was active in the
United Socialist Party of Catalonia during the Spanish Civil War.
Neus is the only living Spanish survivor of the Nazi concentration
camp Ravensbruck and a reference figure in the fight against
Franco.

Neus Catala was raised in Els Guiamets. Her father was a barber
and worked in the fields. Soon she began to have and to defend
her own ideas. When she asked her parents why her brother
was studying to become a teacher and she could not study,

she received the response that only one of the children could
study and the man will be the chosen one. Neus accepted at
that moment that she had to work in the field and demanded
fair work conditions from her employers, but also cultivated her
love for theatre and did not abandon her dream of studying to



become a nurse. In those adolescent dreams and determination
resides the germ of her subsequent rebellion and resilience.

The advent of the Second Republic in Spain brings new hope.
But the Civil War disrupts her life and her village is affected by
the division between the Communists and the CNT (National
Confederation of Labour), the large central anarchist union of
the time. Neus began as a militant woman in the Unified Socialist
Youth and moved to Barcelona to study nursing. Her aim is to
work in a hospital, but fate leads her to take care of an infant
colony. At the age of 23, after the Republican defeat, she crossed
the Pyrenees in 1939 with 182 children who she later helped to
repatriate or facilitated their adoption in Europe.

When she and her parents, also in exile, began to make roots in
France, she started a relationship with a French citizen, Albert
Roger, and the couple married. When Hitler occupied France, the
two collaborated closely with the Resistance. Neus hid messages
under her hair covered with a scarf or hid the messages ina
basket of vegetables and made daily marathons cycling and by
bus. The couple also facilitated accommodation for and means
of escape for members of the French Maquis (French resistance
fighters). Neus changed from being a Spanish exile to becoming
an active contributor to the French Resistance.

In 1943, aware that they had been exposed the couple prepared
to flee but Nazi officers burst into their home and arrested
them. Neus was held in Limoges and from there, in 1944,

she was deported. When she finished the long journey, she

was imprisoned in Ravensbriick, a Nazi concentration camp
located 90 kilometres from Berlin, in which 92,000 women died.
Neus saw many of the women die in a humiliating way. From
Ravensbriick she was transferred to a second camp in Holleischen
in Czechoslovakia. She and other women were forced to work
in an arms factory and she and her colleagues tried to sabotage
production. Their moral and militancy helped them think it was
worth trying.

The ordeal ended with the liberation of the camp by Allied forces
in 1945. Neus was then ‘a bag of bones' The return to her parents’
house in France was painful. Going from being considered a
number and a starving body that wore pinstripes back to reality
took time. She kept the striped uniform she had worn while in
captivity, despite the pain that it evoked whenever she looked

at it. One day she realized that she had no photos of the day

of her release so she put on the striped suit again, went to the
studio of a well-known photographer and asked him to take her
picture. In that picture she concentrated her memory and that

of the women who accompanied her. Her partner Albert, who
was also deported to another camp did not return home: he died
before the camps were liberated. So Neus’s life was saved but she
had been left a widow. And in Spain, Franco was still in power. It
seemed a mockery that the dictator did not fall with Hitler and
Mussolini. She had to stay in exile.

Although there is much violence in Neus’ memories there is

no shortage of laughter as a resistance strategy along with her
great love of the theatre. Over the years, Neus Catala rebuilt her
personal life in France and went on to marry again and have two
children despite the experience of the captivity and thinking
that she could not be a mother, for as soon as she reached
Ravensbriick they stopped her menstruation with an injection.
She resumed her work as a nurse (which she had hidden in the
concentration camps in order not to be forced to hurt anyone)

and collaborated with the clandestine PCE and the French
Communist Party, devoting much of her life to reconstructing the
memory of deported republicans.

Neus chose to tell of all the horrors that she and others had lived
through, experiences that had never been told before, to talk
about the agonizing adventure that led her and others to death
camps. It is a first-person testimony of someone who had suffered
firstly in terms of her exile from Spain and who continued to
suffer from accumulative ordeals. But she always remained
resolute and combative.

In Ravensbriick, her experience was that as soon as you thought
they could inflict no more torture on your body or you were
about to faint, they would impose a new suffering, and all of this
only ended in 1945. She and other Spanish, French, Polish and
Russian prisoners fought against this torture in different ways,
sometimes through singing or keeping up the belief that they
could not lose their dignity even though their jailers always tried
to snatch it away from them.

Many years after the war Neus began to look for other survivors,
collecting their testimonies and publishing their common history.
She discovered many names of Republican women who had
suffered captivity or who had lost their lives in the Nazi death
camps, women who, after losing the war in Spain and despite
being foreigners and refugees and barely able to speak French,
decided to risk their lives again in their willingness to fight
fascism as members of the French Resistance, as Neus did.

Neus still lives and has received much recognition for her work and
experiences, having been granted several awards by the Catalan
Government. She has continued her work in the Communist Party
of Catalonia, a miracle in its own right, as she is over 100 years of
age. She is an icon as well as a survivor. Her message is that the
atrocities that she witnessed should never be repeated.
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Dolores Ibarruri, La Pasionaria

Dolores Ibarruri Gomez, ‘La Pasionaria, (1895-1989) was born

on the 9 December 1895 in Gallarta (Vizcaya). She belonged to

a family of mine workers. Dolores excelled as a student in the
local school. Her teacher tried to get permission from Dolores’
parents for her to continue her teaching studies but the economic
hardship of the family and the prejudices of the time frustrated
Dolores’ studies and, as a teenager, she had to become a servant.

Dolores became interested in the workers’ struggle as her
husband was a miner (they had married in 1915, however the
marriage did not last) and she started to read and became a
socialist activist. Dolores started using the pseudonym of La
Pasionaria, writing her first article in El minero vizcaino in 1918
under that name. From the time of her involvement in the
revolutionary general strike of 1917, Dolores Ibarruri gained
prestige as a speaker and political columnist.

Impressed by the triumph of the Bolshevik revolution in Russia,
Dolores participated with the socialist grouping of Somorrostro,
where she was a member, in the split of the PSOE that gave birth
to the Communist Party of Spain (PCE) in 1920. She became a
member of its Central Committee in 1930. In 1931 she moved to
Madrid to work for the newspaper of the PCE, Mundo Obrero. Her
tireless fighter activism saw her being jailed twice between 1931
and 1933. She became a newly-elected deputy for Asturias in
1936, and was involved in the fight against the military uprising
against the government which increased her popular appeal as
she was involved in propaganda activities during the Civil War
of 1936 to 1939. During this time her passionate, sensible and
coherent prose and oratory became a symbol of the resistance
and militancy of Republican Spain. Her enormous popular
support was due to her oratorical skills but also because of her
personal involvement in the workers’ struggles. She joined
striking miners in the pit; she stood by poor neighbours at a
Madrid suburb whose modest belongings had been thrown into
the street; and all this activism made her immensely popular
along with her parliamentary speeches.

In the famous parliamentary debate of June 1936, La Pasionaria
delivered one of the most famous speeches of her life,
denouncing the fascist machinations and preparation of the coup
with the complicity of the military, capitalists and landlords, with
the passivity of the government.

38 | WOMEN WAR AND PEACE

Dolores Ibdrruri

When the fascist uprising occurred in 1936, La Pasionaria
displayed a titanic activity, giving speeches, visiting the front,
making Republican propaganda trips, she did a lot of work in
terms of agitation and created the most famous slogans of war:
‘Better to die standing than to live on your knees’and ‘They shall
not pass!.

During the war she rose to second-in-command within the party,
after its secretary general, Jose Diaz. After the military defeat she
went into exile in the Soviet Union (1939-77), continuing her work
as a representative of Spain in the Communist International. Diaz
died in 1942 and La Pasionaria replaced him as general secretary
of the PCE, a position from which she was displaced by Santiago
Carrillo in 1960; however, she remained in the honorary position
of president of the PCE.

After 38 years of exile, Dolores Ibarruri returned to Spain after the
death of Franco and the transition to democracy, being chosen
again as deputy for Asturias in 1977. She was afflicted by health
problems which led her to abandon her seat and withdraw from
active politics. She died in Madrid in 1989.






In the summer of 1942, the family was deported to the
concentration camp Theresienstadt, where Esther fell in love with
a Czech cook, whom she later married. Her father died after a
few months. Because of her profession as a doctor her mother
had to work for the Nazis in Theresienstadt, but was murdered

in Auschwitz in October 1944. When her husband was deported
again, Esther followed him to Auschwitz. She survived the
‘selection’— she only had to be there for ten days — and came to
Freiberg afterwards. She would never see her first husband again.
In 1945 the Mauthausen concentration camp was liberated by
the Red Army and Esther emigrated to the United States of
America.

The story of Esther Bauer became famous because of

the documentary ‘Einfach Esther — Eine Eppendorfer
Lebensgeschichte’ (Just Esther — A lifetime-story from Hamburg-
Eppendorf). The director Richard Haufe-Ahmels, a student

who just finished his Abitur while he was doing the movie,
accompanied her for two years throughout Hamburg and New
York, portraying her new life and recording Esther talking about
her memories and experiences.

He also started interviewing historians and other people from
Hamburg involved in research and remembrance around the
Second World War. The movie was awarded many prizes and
was used in schools as an example of a women’s life during the
rule of the fascist Nazi regime. Esther Bauer would go to these
schools herself, telling her story over and over again. She has
often been asked why would a woman over 90 years of age still
do that? 'Wir sterben aus - umso wichtiger ist es mir, so lange
davon zu berichten, wie es geht’ she replied, ‘We, the people who
witnessed the Nazi regime, are dying. It is all the more important
to tell about it, as long as it works.

Reference
+  Homepage of the movie:
http://einfach-esther.de/index.php/EinfachEsther3.html

Sophie Scholl

One of the most outstanding German women who rejected the
ideology of the fascist Nazi regime by forming an organised
resistance group was Sophie Scholl (1921-43). Sophie along with
her brother Hans Scholl and a few other young students from
Munich, Bavaria, fought against the dictatorship until they were
arrested and final