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Hello and welcome to the May 2026 edition
of the Smashing Times Newsletter. This
month’s theme is Artists Against Racism. 

Racism, unfortunately, is a scourge on 21
century society. It is linked inextricably to the
resurgence of far-right politics and neo-
fascism, which have recently grown
prominent in the UK, Germany, and the USA,
to name just a few examples. Even in Ireland
– where our experiences under colonialism
have historically engendered a sense of
empathy towards the other, the migrant, the
refugee – even here, we are seeing a strain of
this toxic ideology. But the humane still
outnumber the bigoted, thankfully.

st

The arts are a powerful vessel for challenging
and subverting the fallacy, the recurring virus
in human cognition, that we call racism. Art
allows us to understand what binds us, not
what divides. It allows us to live in the shoes
of the other, to see things from the
perspective of those whose differences belie
their shared humanity. It enables empathy,
not prejudice and judgement. And, perhaps
most radically, it opens the door for engaging
and empathising with those we disagree with.

Read on for Quotes and Spotsolas:
Smashing Times News, the latter of which
provides information on our many upcoming
events, in Dublin and in Kerry. Also included is
10 We Admire, which profiles some artists of
note, across various mediums, who tackle
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racism in their work. Finally, we have News
From the Network and Grants and
Opportunities.

Féilim James
Smashing Times Newsletter and Tintreach Editor
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QUOTES

‘Ndiri nekuti tiri (I am
because we are).’

Shona Proverb
Expresses the core

belief, in
Ubuntu/Hunhu

philosophy, that we
are all connected to

one another

‘Prejudice is a
burden that

confuses the past,
threatens the future,

and renders the
present

inaccessible.’

Maya Angelou
(1928–2014)

American poet,
essayist, and civil

rights activist

Sleachta
QUOTES

Ag léamh na nuachtlitreach seo tríd an nasc inroinnte? Cláraigh anseo chun eagráin
amach anseo dár nuachtlitir agus de Thintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and

Literary Journal a fháil i do bhosca isteach.

Reading this newsletter via the shareable link? Subscribe here to receive future
editions of our newsletter and Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and Literary

Journal straight to your inbox.

Photo credit: Getty images Photo credit: TheCollectorPhoto credit: Irish
Independent
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‘You don’t get to be
proud of your heritage
/ plights and fights for

freedom / while
kneeling on the neck

of another.’

Imelda May (Born
1974)

Irish singer-
songwriter and multi-

instrumentalist
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Cover artwork: Detail from Multicoloured Irises by Julianna Sabitova
Tintreach Logo: EM Creative

Edition VI of Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and Literary
Journal

Published Wednesday, 22 April 2026

On Wednesday, 22 April 2026, Smashing Times International Centre for the Arts
and Equality published Edition VI of Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

SPOTSOLAS

Every month, in addition to bringing you the latest updates from Smashing Times,
we also highlight a specific element of our work. This month, our Spotsolas item
covers Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and Literary Journal, specifically
Edition VI, which was published in April 2026, as well as the latest submission
call.
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Literary Journal. In this edition, we include poetry by Richard W. Halperin (our
Featured Artist) and a Featured Artist Interview with Richard, visual art by
Martina Furlong and Julianna Sabitova, short fiction by Neil Flynn, and an
article by Mary Moynihan. Click here to read the edition.

Although this edition is unthemed, the published artworks share certain
preoccupations. Prime among them are the overlapping themes of memory,
grief, and time. As Tintreach Editor Féilim James writes in his introduction to the
edition:

‘Grief is explored with devastating subtlety in Featured Artist Richard W.
Halperin’s poem “The Arcades Project”. Meanwhile, Mary Moynihan’s article,
“The Joy and Sorrow of being Alive”, in reflecting on John Koenig’s book The
Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows, addresses sadness, a cousin of grief (or perhaps
not, as argued in the article). Martina Furlong’s colourfully expressive paintings
depict the untainted, and often mysterious, beauty of the Irish landscape
through varying degrees of abstraction. Neil Flynn’s “Land’s End” constitutes a
sort of two short stories in one, either side of a kind of philosophical interlude
which again draws on the symbolic depth of landscape. The story is also a
hymn to things that could have been, all the while demonstrating our capacity
to mourn things that never were.

Artistic discipline and control are also hallmarks of this edition’s artworks, an
excellent example being Julianna Sabitova’s precisely detailed and expertly
crafted artworks. They take an already striking element of the natural world –
flowers – and elevate them to new heights through the catalytic powers of
artistic imagination and technique.’

Click here to read the edition. To read past editions of Tintreach (including
the present edition), please click here.
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Submission Call for Edition Vϥϥ of Tintreach: The Smashing
Times Arts and Literary Journal 

Smashing Times would like to invite submissions to Edition Vϥϥ of Tintreach:
The Smashing Times Arts and Literary Journal, which will be published on
Saturday, 18 July 2026. Submissions are open until midnight on Sunday, 14
June 2026. This is a special bilingual edition themed ɄMuintearas: Macallaí
Uíbh Ráthaigh / Belonging: Echoes of ϥveraghɅ, which will exclusively publish
six artists from Uíbh Ráthach, County Kerry. The edition will celebrate artistic
practice, the Irish language, and community engagement. The theme can be
interpreted broadly, but should include some exploration of art, place,
community, the Irish language, nature (land and seascapes), or belonging.
Successful artists will receive a fee. Click here for the full submission
guidelines.

Submissions are welcome across all artforms, including artists working with
communities and in environmental eco-art practice, with three of the six places
reserved for Irish-language artists (Tintreach Editor Féilim James is proficient in
Irish). A Tintreach Creative Writing Workshop will take place on Saturday, 6
June 2026, 2ɀ4pm, at The Old Barracks Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen, County
Kerry. The workshop will explore writing skills, spark creativity, and build
creative connections, listening to what artists want, as well as offering
information on the present submission call to Tintreach. Click here for more
information and to book. (There is no obligation to attend this if you want to
submit.)

Selected artists collaborate with the editor through an editorial process and are
required to be available to take part in the Public Launch, Creative Readings,
and Artist Talks on Saturday 18 July 2026, 7pm on site in The Old Barracks
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Belonging: Three-Day Creative
Arts Workshop

Kerry Arts and Human Rights
Festival

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

Enjoy a three-day Creative Arts
Workshop with the opportunity to
meet with other women; to explore
themes of nature, belonging, and a
shared European identity; and to take
part in an open Poetry Day at the
Smashing Times Visual Art Gallery to
celebrate Poetry Day Ireland. The
workshop runs on Tuesday, 26 May,
9:30–12:30; Wednesday, 27 May, 11–
2pm; and Thursday, 28 May, 11–2pm,
with the third day presented as an
Open Poetry Session and Artist talk
titled Belonging and open to the
public. Participants share reflections
on identity, migration, and belonging,
engage in poetical expression in
celebration of Poetry Day Ireland. The
workshop is presented as part of the
European project WE AREurope,
exploring shared European values of
human dignity, freedom, democracy,
equality, diversity, human rights,
gender equality, and peace. Click
here for more information and to
book.

Smashing Times are delighted to
announce the Kerry Arts and Human
Rights Festival, which promotes unique
creative spaces in Kerry for arts,
storytelling, and human rights. Events
and activities take place on 18–19 July
2026 in Cahersiveen on the Iveragh
Peninsula. Enjoy art events, artist talks,
multidisciplinary exhibitions, guided
walking tours, and storytelling, as well
as the public launch of Edition VII of
Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and
Literary Journal, which showcases the
work of artists from the Iveragh
peninsula. The storytelling sessions
highlight figures such as Daniel and
Mary O’Connell, Janie McCarthy,
Monsignor Hugh O’Flaherty, Maud Jane
Delap, and Mary Elmes. These are
people whose lives and actions
contributed to social justice, peace, and
human dignity. All events are open to
schools, youth and diverse community
groups, visitors, and the general public.
Full programme to be announced
shortly.
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From the Forest to the Ocean by
Mary Moynihan

Smashing Times European Activity

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

From the Forest to the Ocean is now
open at the Smashing Times Gallery, 30
Sandycove Road, Dublin, A96V9P1,
running until Sunday, 7 June 2026,
Wednesday to Friday 1–6pm, Sat + Sun
10am–6pm. All welcome.

From the Forest to the Ocean is a
powerful multidisciplinary solo
exhibition featuring the work of Irish
artist Mary Moynihan. Bringing
together photography, poetry, and
film, the exhibition draws inspiration
from the physical landscapes of
nature and the deep
interconnectedness of life, from
forests to the ocean. The work creates
a synergy between the evocative
beauty and fragility of the
photographic landscapes and
seascapes of counties Dublin,
Wicklow, and Kerry, and the country
of France, combined with the
emotional impact of poetical texts in
written and in a poem-film format.
Click here to learn more.

Smashing Times were engaged in a
number of European activities over the
past month. On 15 and 16 April 2026,
the transnational meeting and training
for the Erasmus+ funded European
project CrEDo: Creativity Hub for
Upskilling Educators of Displaced
Learners took place in the Smashing
Times Visual Arts Gallery, Sandycove,
Ireland (as seen in image above). In
attendance were project partners from
Spain, Bulgaria, the Netherlands,
Germany, and Italy. Meanwhile, on 29
April 2026, Company Manager Freda
Manweiler and volunteer William
Caughey were hosted by KANE in
Kalamata, Greece for Annual General
Assembly of EURORESO, a network for
developing scientific and educational
initiatives across European countries,
with 35 members in attendance. As
part of the general assembly, the
results of the EURORESO Awards were
announced, with Freda on the awards
committee. This year’s recipient was
Karpos Center for Media Education,
Athens, Greece for their project Watch
and Discuss: Short Films, Big Ideas.
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Tintreach Creative Writing
Workshop

Tintreach Live: Public Launch,
Readings, and Artist Talks

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

Enjoy a Tintreach Creative Writing
Workshop, conducted to support and
facilitate collaboration between artists,
creative practitioners, and local
communities in Uíbh Ráthach, County
Kerry. The Tintreach Creative Writing
Workshop takes place at The Barracks
Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen, on
Saturday, 6 June 2026, from 2–4pm.
The workshop will explore writing
skills, spark creativity, and build
creative connections, listening to what
artists want as well as offering
information on the forthcoming
submission call for Tintreach: The
Smashing Times Arts and Literary
Journal. Edition VII of Tintreach is a
special bilingual edition featuring the
work of six artists from Uíbh Ráthach,
the Iveragh Peninsula, County Kerry
(click here for the full submission
guidelines). This special edition of
Tintreach celebrates artistic practice,
the Irish language, and community
engagement. For more information on
the workshop and to book, please
click here.

Join us as we celebrate the launch of
Edition VII of Tintreach: The Smashing
Times Arts and Literary Journal,
published on Saturday, 18 July 2026.
This event, held at 7pm on the same
date in the Old Barracks Heritage
Centre, Cahersiveen, Co Kerry,
features readings and artist talks.
Presented for the Kerry Arts and
Human Rights Festival, this special
evening celebrates artistic practice,
the Irish language, community
engagement, and the richness of
artistic expression in Uíbh Ráthach.
Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and
Literary Journal is a unique publication
in the Irish arts scene. Published
quarterly online, Tintreach is edited by
writer Féilim James and features
creative work from across the artistic
spectrum, combining up-and-coming
voices with those of more established
artists. Edition VII features work by
artists from Uíbh Ráthach in County
Kerry, Ireland. Click here for more
information and to book.
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Smashing Times Arts and Human
Rights Radio Show: 15 & 22 April

Smashing Times Arts and Human
Rights Radio Show: 29 April & 6

May

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

The Smashing Times Arts and Human
Rights Radio Show broadcast on
Wednesday, 15 April 2026 (repeated on
Wednesday, 22 April) is presented by
Mary Moynihan. The guest artist
interview is with Elizabeth Moynihan, a
successful actor, writer, and director.
Elizabeth’s play Happiness Then returns
for its third year, enjoying a run at the
Civic Theatre, Tallaght earlier this
month, and running in the Viking
Theatre, Dublin, until 30 May 2026
(book here). Elizabeth also directed
The Art of Trees by Mary Moynihan,
which was recently on tour in South
Kerry. Also featured on the show is the
nationwide tour of Shirley Valentine by
Willy Russell, and upcoming Smashing
Times activities and events. Click here
to listen. The Smashing Times Arts
and Human Rights Radio Show is
broadcast every Wednesday 6–7pm on
Dublin South FM, with each episode
also available as a podcast. Tune in to
Dublin South FM 93.9 or listen online
at www.dublinsouthfm.ie. All past
episodes can be listened to here.

The latest edition of the Smashing
Times Arts and Human Rights Radio
Show was broadcast on Wednesday,
29 April (repeated on Wednesday, 6
April). In this episode, we launched a
new occasional segment called
Letters From Afar with Naoise: Irish
Diaspora Diaries. Over the coming
months, Naoise will be joining us
from Australia, sharing stories from
the Irish abroad, exploring migration
and identity. On this show, Naoise
chats about his adventures in Nepal
and Thailand, while presenter Mary
Moynihan shares information on
artists from Nepal, including Balendra
Shah, known as Balen, a rapper-
turned-politician who became Nepal’s
youngest prime minister in March of
this year at the age of 35. Also
discussed on the show are the latest
edition of Tintreach: The Smashing
Times Arts and Literary Journal and our
ongoing exhibition, From the Forest
to the Ocean by Mary Moynihan.
Click here to listen to this episode.
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Deichniúr Thar Barr
10 WE ADMIRE

ϥn line with this newsletterɅs theme
of Artists Against Racism, this
monthɅs 10 We Admire section
profiles ten artists whose work
challenges the structures that shape
how we see, remember, and
understand the world. Across
various artforms, these 20th and
21st century practitioners confront
histories of racism and colonialism,
while also engaging with feminism,
queer identity, the climate crisis, and
wider social struggles. Together,
they form a constellation of voices
that resist silence and simplification.

Sara Greavu

Sara Greavu (born 1972) is an ϥrish
curator, writer, and organiser whose
practice examines how art can
interrogate social structures, propose
alternative histories, and prefigure
different social relations. She has held
curatorial and development roles at
institutions including the Project Arts
Centre, Dublin; the Centre for
Contemporary Art Derry; and
Outburst Arts, Belfast, as well as
working independently. Her projects
have featured artists such as Rosa-
Johan Uddoh, Phil Collins, and Eimear
Walshe. At the Centre for
Contemporary Art Derry, she initiated
Our Neighbourhood, a two-year
residency programme engaging local
communities with artists. ϥn 2019, she
co-developed Knowledge is Made Here

with artist Andrea Francke, an
alternative pedagogical project
created with queer, trans, and non-
binary youth. Her research project
Open the book at a different page
(2021), developed with artist Ciara
Phillips and former members of the
Derry Film and Video Workshop,
explored the intertwined political
and cultural initiatives of 1980s
Derry. Her work is heavily concerned
with interrogating, challenging, and
combatting racism, and with tracing
the legacy of colonialism and
imperialism.
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Hito Steyerl

Toyin Ojih Odutola (born 1985) is a
Nigerian American contemporary
artist celebrated for her detailed
multimedia drawings and works on
paper. Raised in California and
Alabama after moving to the United
States as a child, she studied at the
University of Alabama in Huntsville
and later earned an MFA from the
California College of the Arts in San
Francisco. Ojih Odutola became
known for layered pen drawings
exploring Black skin as geography and
identity. Her work combines
portraiture, fiction, and storytelling to
examine colonialism, migration, race,
gender, and social inequality.
Influenced by African American
artists, manga, and contemporary art,
she creates fictional narratives that
challenge historical assumptions and
stereotypes. In August 2020, for her
first museum solo exhibition in the

Toyin Ojih Odutola
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United Kingdom in the Barbican
Centre, London, titled A Countervailing
Theory, Ojih Odutola created 40 works
depicting an ancient parable set in
central Nigeria’s Jos Plateau. Other
major exhibitions include shows at the
Whitney Museum of American Art and
the Contemporary Art Museum St.
Louis.

Hito Steyerl (born 1966) is a German
filmmaker, artist, and author whose
work explores postcolonial critique,
feminism, and digital culture. Moving
between documentary film, visual art,
and critical theory, Steyerl has become
one of the most influential
contemporary artists internationally.
(In 2017, she was listed by ArtReview
as the number one most influential
person in the contemporary art
world.) Steyerl studied filmmaking in
Tokyo under Shohei Imamura and 



Kazuo Hara, before completing her
studies in Munich and earning a
doctorate in philosophy in Vienna.
Her early films examined racism,
antisemitism, and neo-Nazism in
post-reunification Germany, while
later works addressed globalisation,
surveillance, artificial intelligence,
and media politics. Her essay-film
Die leere Mitte (1998) analysed
Berlin’s Potsdamer Platz as a
contested political and historical
space. Steyerl has participated in
the Venice Biennale, documenta,
and Skulptur Projekte Münster.
Since 2024, she has served as
Professor of Current Digital Media
at the Academy of Fine Arts Munich.

ormer. She studied at the University
of Chile and later at the Slade School
of Fine Art in London, before leaving
Chile following the political unrest and
military coup of 1973. After, she lived
in exile in London, Colombia, and New
York. Since the 1960s, Vicuña has
created fragile assemblages from
found materials such as feathers,
stones, shells, textiles, and plastic.
Inspired by the ancient Andean quipu
system, she developed her own
woven-knot language using unspun
wool. Themes of memory, language,
extinction, exile, and ecofeminism are
central to her work. Racism is a
regular theme too, examined through
a critical lens of colonialism,
indigeneity, and environmental
injustice. Critics also note the
relevance of her work to the politics of
ecological destruction, cultural
homogenisation, and economic
disparity. Vicuña participated in
documenta XIV and received the
Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement
at the 2022 Venice Biennale.
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Cecilia Vicuña

Cecilia Vicuña (born 1948) is an
acclaimed Chilean poet, painter,
sculptor, installation artist, and perf–



Wu Tsang

Raven Chacon (born 1977) is a Diné
(Navajo) composer, musician, and
visual artist whose work combines
sound, performance, and Indigenous
history. Chacon’s installations,
performances, and compositions
have been presented internationally
at institutions and exhibitions
including the Whitney Biennial,
documenta XIV, and the National
Museum of the American Indian. His
work often addresses colonial
violence, cultural memory, and
Indigenous identity through
experimental sound and visual
symbolism. In 2022, he became the
first Native American to receive the
Pulitzer Prize for Music for his
composition Voiceless Mass (2021),
described by the jury as ‘a
mesmerizing, original work for organ
and ensemble that evokes the weight
of history in a church setting.’

Raven Chacon
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Voiceless Mass was written specifically
for the pipe organ at the Cathedral of
St. John the Evangelist, Milwaukee,
which is significant because of the
Catholic Church’s record of
mistreating and silencing Native
Americans. Alongside composing,
Chacon performs noise music and
collaborates with experimental
groups, integrating Navajo traditions,
electronic media, and contemporary
artistic practices into his
interdisciplinary work.

Wu Tsang (born 1982) is an American
filmmaker, artist, and performer,
based in New York, Berlin, and Zürich,
whose work explores marginalised
histories, queer identity, and the
politics of visibility. Combining
documentary, fiction, performance,
and installation, Tsang creates
collaborative works that challenge



binary understandings of gender,
identity, and representation.
Influenced by queer nightlife and
immigrant communities in Los
Angeles, they gained recognition for
Wildness (2012), a film examining
LGBTQ+ community spaces and
belonging. Their artistic practice
often focuses on trans embodiment,
exploring how bodies are perceived,
regulated, and transformed through
social and institutional structures.
Collaboration with the performer
boychild (Tosh Basco) has been
central to many installations and
performances that investigate
movement, opacity, and affective
experience. Tsang’s projects have
been exhibited internationally at
institutions including the Whitney
Museum, Tate Modern, and
SFMOMA. Their work often explores
how racism intersects with gender,
identity, and the experiences of
marginalised communities. In 2018,
they received a MacArthur ‘genius’
grant for innovative contributions to
contemporary art and performance.

Sorah (born 1994) is a Berlin-based
rapper and activist with roots in
Northern England and Algeria and
raised in France. She blends grime,
drill, trap, and neo-soul across English,
French, and German, delivering
conscious rap that confronts racism,
sexism, capitalism, and police
violence. Performing with non-binary
producer Spoke, she creates explicitly
political lyrics and live sets that call for
solidarity, feminist struggle, and
empowerment of women and queer
BIPoC (Black, Indigenous, and People
of Colour). Her music bridges street
protest and club culture, while using
aggressive flows and multilingual
delivery to mobilise audiences and
reclaim public space. Sorah has
expressed solidarity with people
affected by the Gaza genocide in
Palestine, which has led to
professional challenges in Germany,
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including cancelled venues and
festival exclusions. She remains a
powerful voice in Berlin’s rap scene
today.
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Melatu Uche Okorie

Melatu Uche Okorie is a Nigerian Irish
author and scholar. Born in Nigeria,
she came to Ireland seeking asylum,
and her experience of eight and a half
years in direct provision led to her
writing a series of short stories,
published as This Hostel Life (2018) by
Skein Press. The book received critical
acclaim and was well received by
readers for its powerful portrayal of
the lives of female immigrants in
Ireland, particularly those residing in
direct provision centres. This Hostel
Life, which features an invented
Nigerian pidgin English patois, delves
into the complexities of the
immigrant experience, touching upon
issues of race, gender, displacement,
and the struggle for belonging.
Through her storytelling, Okorie

sheds light on the resilience and
strength of those navigating the
precarious circumstances of their
lives. This Hostel Life was shortlisted
for the Sunday Independent
Newcomer of the Year award at the
Irish Book Awards, and was adapted
into an operatic work by the Irish
National Opera. Okorie’s work has
been published in numerous
anthologies, and in 2009, she won the
Metro Éireann Writing Award for her
story ‘Gathering Thoughts’.

Yinka Shonibare (born 1962) is a
British Nigerian contemporary artist
known for his use of Dutch wax-
printed fabrics in sculpture,
installation, photography, and film.
Raised between the UK and Lagos, he
identifies as a postcolonial hybrid and
works critically with themes of
colonialism, identity, and Victorian
power structures. Shonibare gained
international recognition through his
installation in documenta XI in 2002,

Yinka Shonibare



Gallantry and Criminal Conversation.
The installation, which provoked
much debate at the time, featured a
horse-drawn carriage hanging over
eleven headless life-sized
mannequins, all performing
intimate acts over trunks. The piece
is inspired by the Grand Tour, a
supposedly educational and cultural
trip that young aristocrats took
across Europe in the 17  and 18
centuries. As such, the installation is
a critique of colonialism and class.
Shonibare discovered that the so-
called African wax fabrics he uses
are actually European in origin, a
fact that became central to his
artistic critique. Shonibare’s long-
term physical disability, where one
side of his body is paralysed as a
result of transverse myelitis, has
also informed his artistic output.

th th

alist, living in London and the USA
before she moved to Bilbao, Spain, to
work as a governess. Her literary
career began with a number of
successful plays, before she
established her reputation with her
first novel, Without My Cloak (1931),
which won the prestigious James Tait
Black Memorial Prize and the
Hawthornden Prize. Many of her
books address issues of female
agency and sexuality in ways that
were new and radical at the time. Her
1936 novel, Mary Lavelle, was banned
in Ireland and Spain, while The Land
of Spices was banned in Ireland upon
publication. She is considered a
pioneer in queer literary
representation, and was lesbian
herself. Following her time in Bilbao,
O’Brien held a deep affinity for the
country of Spain, and she wrote a
political travelogue, Farewell Spain
(1937), to gather support for the
leftist cause in the Spanish Civil War
(and which later got her banned from
Franco’s Spain). She also wrote an
anti-fascist novel, That Lady (1946).
O’Brien was a staunch opponent of
the racist ideologies of the mid-
century fascists. Sadly, she passed
away in poverty in 1974, with most of
her books out of print. Since then,
however, her reputation has been
greatly salvaged, and her work
celebrated.
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Kate O’Brien

Kate O’Brien (1897–1974) was an
Irish novelist and playwright. Born in
Limerick, O’Brien worked as a journ–
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RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta: Cuan an
Cheoil: Doireann Ní Ghlacáin agus

Libby McCrohan
RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta: Cuan an Cheoil:
Doireann Ní Ghlacáin and Libby McCrohan

Sa tsraith seo, léiriú de chuid Stiúideo
Cuan, bíonn cuid de mhórcheoltóirí na
Gaeilge i mbun ceoil agus comhrá le
Liam Ó Maonlaí. Ar eagrán seo na
sraithe, cuireann Liam fáilte roimh bheirt
cheoltóirí as Baile Átha Cliath, Doireann
Ní Ghlacáin agus Libby McCrohan, a
labhraíonn faoi shaol an cheoltóra óig
chomh maith lena n-aistear féin go dtí
seo i mbun amhránaíochta agus ceoil.
Éist anseo leis an gclár.

In this series, produced by Stiúideo
Cuan, prominent Irish musicians perform
and chat with Liam Ó Maonlaí. On this
episode, Liam welcomes two musicians
from Dublin, Doireann Ní Ghlacáin and
Libby McCrohan, who talk about the
young musician’s life as well as their own
journeys to date in singing and music.
Listen to the programme here.

Tuairisc.ie: Léirmheas: Mo Chroí
Gránúill: Dánta Grá agus Áir le

Mohsen Hosseinkhani (Arna
Aistriú ag Róise Ní Bhaoill)

Tuairisc.ie: Review: Mo Chroí Gránúill:
Dánta Grá agus Áir by Mohsen
Hosseinkhani (Trans. by Róise Ní

Bhaoill)

‘Is mór an chomaoin,’ a scríobhann
Máire Ní Fhinneadha i dTuairisc.ie,
‘atá curtha ag Róise Ní Bhaoill orainn
le leabhar álainn dánta snasta atá
lán le mianach is meon na Peirse.’
Cliceáil anseo chun an léirmheas
iomlán a léamh i dTuairisc.ie agus
anseo chun an cnuasach a
cheannach.

‘Róise Ní Bhaoill has done us a great
favour,’ writes Máire Ní Fhinneadha
in Tuairisc.ie, ‘in translating for us
this beautiful book of polished
poems that is full of the essence and
spirit of the Persian language.’ Click
here to read the full review
(through Irish) in Tuairisc.ie and
here to purchase the collection.
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Poetry Day Ireland

Poetry Day Ireland is an annual
island-wide celebration of poetry
organised by Poetry Ireland. This
year it takes place on Thursday, 28
May 2026, with the theme of ‘Home’.
If you or your organisation are
planning an event for 28 May that
aligns with Poetry Day Ireland, you
can make it part of the nationwide
celebration by registering your event
to be included in the official Poetry
Day Ireland events programme.
Registered Events will be promoted
by Poetry Ireland and listed on
poetryday.ie, with promotional
materials created as part of this.
Click here to register your event.
Applications close Friday, 15 May at
5pm.

IMDT: Physical Universe by John
Scott and Help Support Tobi

Omoteso

Physical Universe is a new work by John
Scott, presented by Irish Modern Dance
Theatre (IMDT) and Dance Meets Arts for
the Five Lamps Arts Festival in the
International Centre for the Image on
Sunday, 19 April 2026. John Scott and five
technically stunning dancers from Irish
Modern Dance Theatre created a
‘physical universe’ woven into the
Scannán Glas exhibition by Irish artists
Sarah Browne and Laura McMorrow, and
Mexican artist Elena Pardo. Click here to
visit Irish Modern Dance Theatre’s
website.

In other IMDT news, on 28 March 2026,
dance artist and curator Tobi Omoteso
was the victim of a violent attack that
resulted in life-altering injuries, affecting
his ability to do what he loves: dance.
Tobi has been left with a number of
serious injuries and requires multiple
surgeries. Donate at this link to
support him in his recovery.
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Fishamble: Transatlantic
Commission Programme 2026

Congratulations to Fishamble: The
New Play Company on their new
Transatlantic Commissions
Programme and to the four selected
artists: Tishé Fatunbi, Seán Gallen,
Esosa Ighodaro, and Dafe Orugbo.
The Transatlantic Commissions
Programme is a collaboration
between Fishamble and Irish
Repertory Theatre, New York, in
association with The Apollo, Harlem,
which aims to support and foster
diverse voices in Irish theatre by
commissioning Black Irish writers
and artists of colour to create new
works. Fishamble have said that
they are ‘delighted to be running
this programme again with such a
wonderful cohort of artists and
collaborators.’ The four selected
participants will receive
dramaturgical mentorship, with the
commission culminating in public
staged readings of the plays in
Dublin and New York. Click here to
learn more.

Happiness Then by Elizabeth
Moynihan in Civic Theatre and

Viking Theatre

Happiness Then by Elizabeth Moynihan is
a riveting comedy-drama delving into the
relationship between two sisters, Bridget
and Frances, who meet for the first time
after their Mother’s death. The play is
directed by Liam Halligan, stars Rachael
Dowling and Sorcha Furlong, and is
written by Elizabeth Moynihan. Elizabeth
Moynihan is a successful actor, writer,
and director. She directed The Art of Trees
by Mary Moynihan, which was recently
on tour in South Kerry. Happiness Then
now returns for its third year, enjoying a
run at the Civic Theatre, Tallaght earlier
this month, and running in the Viking
Theatre, Dublin, until 30 May 2026 (book
here). To listen to a fantastic interview
with Elizabeth as the guest artist on the
Smashing Times Arts and Human Rights
Radio Show, which was broadcast on 15
and 22 April 2026, please click here.
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Praxis Statement on the Cost of Living
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Praxis: The Artists’ Union of Ireland is a democratic, grassroots artists’ union
run completely by volunteers. They are inviting artists to join the union. In the
April edition of their newsletter, Praxis draw attention to the ongoing lack of
proper financial support for the arts and artists in Ireland and Northern
Ireland. The newsletter says:
 
‘The BIA payment in 2023 was €325 weekly. The BIA payment in 2026 remains
€325 weekly. An Arts Council bursary in 2020 was a maximum of €20k. Six
years later, it remains a maximum of €20k. Arts Council NI currently receives
the equivalent of £5.07 per head of population, compared to £25.90 per capita
down south. The arts sector in the north is at its lowest level of funding in 25
years. Down south, a record €1.5 billion has been allocated in Defence
funding in Budget 2026, an increase of 11% compared to 2025. And in the last
few days, the UK government has announced the largest sustained increase in
defence spending since the end of the Cold War, hitting 2.6% of GDP from
2027.

How can we pay rising energy costs? We can’t. We want millions spent on the
arts for our cities and rural communities, not in the pockets of oil tycoons and
arms manufacturers. A sustainable arts economy needs neutrality, peace, and
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just plans to tackle the climate crisis. We need an increase in wages for artists
and arts workers now. North, south, east, west, artists in our thousands have
organised for Palestine. We now need to organise for ourselves too. Praxis
hopes to add to this by calculating a rate for an artist living wage in the
autumn.’

It is great to see different bodies come together to support an increase in
living wages for artists, as well as in funding for the arts.

Praxis are conducting a Pay and Conditions Survey in 2026, aiming to set a
standard Living Wage for the Arts in Ireland. The survey aims to understand
how artists currently determine their rates of pay; to assess the impact of
rising living costs; and to gather data to set a standard Living Wage for the
Arts in Ireland. Click here to access the survey. For more information on
joining or supporting Praxis, please click here.
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Deontais agus Deiseanna
GRANTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

The Bath Novel Award
Deadline: Midnight, Sunday 31 May 2026

The Bath Novel Award (BNA) 2026 is a
£5,000 international prize for adult
and YA novels of every genre. The
prize is open to unagented writers,
who are unpublished, self-published,
or independently published without
advance. Submissions are invited until
31 May 2026, from writers of every
age, gender, nationality, and
residency. BNA laureates include Abi
Daré for the manuscript of New York
Times and Sunday Times bestseller
The Girl with the Louding Voice, official
James Bond author Kim Sherwood for
the manuscript of Testament, and AP
Firdaus for the BBC’s Between the
Covers pick Remember, Mr Sharma.
Apply via our Grants and
Opportunities page.

The Whispering Wisdom Poetry
Prize 2026

Updated Deadline: Monday, 31 August
2026

Poetry invites a more reflective,
contemplative way of engaging with
the world – something increasingly
rare in our fast-scrolling lives. This
competition isn’t just about prizes. It’s
about encouraging people to pause,
reflect, and connect through words
that carry depth, beauty, and
meaning. This year, we will only be
hosting one poetry competition, but
we have extended the line allowance,
increased the prizes, and widened
eligibility criteria. Thank you for
helping us build something slower,
deeper, and more soul-nourishing.
Apply via our Grants and
Opportunities page.
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Deontais agus Deiseanna
GRANTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Write by the Sea Writing
Competition

Deadline: 6pm Sunday, 7 June 2026

The 11  annual Write By The Sea
Writing Competition is currently open.
This year’s competition offers €4,000
in cash prizes, and the winning piece
from each category will be published
in the winter issue of The Waxed Lemon
literary journal. The competition is run
in partnership with The Rosslare
Municipal District. The categories are
short story, memoir, poetry, and flash
fiction. Th entry fee €12 per piece,
with a discount for three submissions.
Apply via our Grants and
Opportunities page.

th

LHQ Gallery 2027–2029 Visual Art
Exhibition Programme

Deadline: Sunday, 7 June 2026

Cork County Council Library and Arts
Service invites proposals for its LHQ
Gallery 2027–2029 Visual Art
Exhibition Programme. This call out is
open to professional artists, curators,
and arts organisations. LHQ Gallery is
located at the County Library
Headquarters building next to County
Hall. The gallery delivers a year-round
programme of free events for all
ages, with access points for various
groups and audiences. Proposals for
solo, two-person, or group shows are
welcome. Exhibitions at LHQ Gallery
will be 6 to 7 weeks in duration. In
certain circumstances (performance
work, for example), we will consider
proposals for shorter periods. Apply
via our Grants and Opportunities
page.
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Thank you so much for reading this month’s Smashing Times Newsletter.
Stay tuned for the June 2026 edition. Slán go fóill!

Beir bua agus beannacht,

Féilim James, Smashing Times Newsletter and Tintreach Editor

Credits

Editor: Féilim James
10 We Admire: Paula Gerlach
Grants and Opportunities: Ciara Hayes
Producers: Mary Moynihan and Freda Manweiler
Graphics: EM Creative
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	Physical Universe is a new work by John Scott, presented by Irish Modern Dance Theatre (IMDT) and Dance Meets Arts for the Five Lamps Arts Festival in the International Centre for the Image on Sunday, 19 April 2026. John Scott and five technically stunning dancers from Irish Modern Dance Theatre created a ‘physical universe’ woven into the Scannán Glas exhibition by Irish artists Sarah Browne and Laura McMorrow, and Mexican artist Elena Pardo. Click here to visit Irish Modern Dance Theatre’s website.
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	Happiness Then by Elizabeth Moynihan is a riveting comedy-drama delving into the relationship between two sisters, Bridget and Frances, who meet for the first time after their Mother’s death. The play is directed by Liam Halligan, stars Rachael Dowling and Sorcha Furlong, and is written by Elizabeth Moynihan. Elizabeth Moynihan is a successful actor, writer, and director. She directed The Art of Trees by Mary Moynihan, which was recently on tour in South Kerry. Happiness Then now returns for its third year, enjoying a run at the Civic Theatre, Tallaght earlier this month, and running in the Viking Theatre, Dublin, until 30 May 2026 (book here). To listen to a fantastic interview with Elizabeth as the guest artist on the Smashing Times Arts and Human Rights Radio Show, which was broadcast on 15 and 22 April 2026, please click here.
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	Praxis Statement on the Cost of Living
	Praxis: The Artists’ Union of Ireland is a democratic, grassroots artists’ union run completely by volunteers. They are inviting artists to join the union. In the April edition of their newsletter, Praxis draw attention to the ongoing lack of proper financial support for the arts and artists in Ireland and Northern Ireland. The newsletter says:
	‘The BIA payment in 2023 was €325 weekly. The BIA payment in 2026 remains €325 weekly. An Arts Council bursary in 2020 was a maximum of €20k. Six years later, it remains a maximum of €20k. Arts Council NI currently receives the equivalent of £5.07 per head of population, compared to £25.90 per capita down south. The arts sector in the north is at its lowest level of funding in 25 years. Down south, a record €1.5 billion has been allocated in Defence funding in Budget 2026, an increase of 11% compared to 2025. And in the last few days, the UK government has announced the largest sustained increase in defence spending since the end of the Cold War, hitting 2.6% of GDP from 2027.
	How can we pay rising energy costs? We can’t. We want millions spent on the arts for our cities and rural communities, not in the pockets of oil tycoons and arms manufacturers. A sustainable arts economy needs neutrality, peace, and
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	just plans to tackle the climate crisis. We need an increase in wages for artists and arts workers now. North, south, east, west, artists in our thousands have organised for Palestine. We now need to organise for ourselves too. Praxis hopes to add to this by calculating a rate for an artist living wage in the autumn.’
	It is great to see different bodies come together to support an increase in living wages for artists, as well as in funding for the arts.
	Praxis are conducting a Pay and Conditions Survey in 2026, aiming to set a standard Living Wage for the Arts in Ireland. The survey aims to understand how artists currently determine their rates of pay; to assess the impact of rising living costs; and to gather data to set a standard Living Wage for the Arts in Ireland. Click here to access the survey. For more information on joining or supporting Praxis, please click here.
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	Thank you so much for reading this month’s Smashing Times Newsletter. Stay tuned for the June 2026 edition. Slán go fóill!
	Beir bua agus beannacht,
	Féilim James, Smashing Times Newsletter and Tintreach Editor
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