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Human Rights Festival), News From the
Network, and Grants and Opportunities.

Enjoy!

Féilim James
Smashing Times Newsletter and Tintreach Editor
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QUOTES

‘We are not beholden
to you, awaiting and

grateful for whatever
scraps fall from your
human rights table.

We are equally
deserving of a seat at

the table.’

Aoife Martin
Irish trans woman

and activist

‘He slept that night
thinking of loves
and lighthouses.

That one love might
shine to bring all

loves home.’

Jamie O’Neill (Born
1962)

Irish novelist

Sleachta
QUOTES

Ag léamh na nuachtlitreach seo tríd an nasc inroinnte? Cláraigh anseo chun eagráin
amach anseo dár nuachtlitir agus de Thintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and

Literary Journal a fháil i do bhosca isteach.

Reading this newsletter via the shareable link? Subscribe here to receive future
editions of our newsletter and Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and Literary

Journal straight to your inbox.

Photo credit: RTÉ Photo credit: EasonsPhoto credit: West Cork Music

4

‘Change for your
own sake, if you

must, not for what
you imagine another

will ask of you.’

Emma Donoghue
(Born 1969)

Irish Canadian
novelist,

screenwriter,
playwright, and

literary historian
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Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival
Kingdom Voices: A Creative Space for Arts and Human Rights, Where

Storytelling, Human Rights, and Fun Connect

Venues across Cahersiveen, County Kerry, 18 & 19 July 2026

The Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival promotes unique spaces in Kerry for
arts, storytelling, and human rights. Events and activities take place on 18 and 19
July 2026 in Cahersiveen on the Iveragh Peninsula along the Wild Atlantic Way,
celebrating stories of people from Kerry and the wider Munster region, past and
present, who have championed peaceful human rights. Enjoy art events,
multidisciplinary exhibitions, artist talks, guided walking tours, and storytelling.
Also included is the public launch of Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

SPOTSOLAS

Every month, in addition to bringing you the latest updates from Smashing Times,
we also highlight a specific element of our work. This month, our Spotsolas item
covers next month’s Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival.
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Literary Journal, showcasing the work of artists from, or with a connection to,
the Iveragh peninsula. All events are open to the public, schools, youth and
community groups, and visitors.

Storytelling sessions highlight inspiring figures from the past, including Daniel
and Mary O’Connell, of Cahersiveen and Derrynane; Janie McCarthy, Killarney;
Monsignor Hugh O’Flaherty, Killarney and Cahersiveen; Maude Jane Delap,
Valentia Island; and Mary Elmes, Cork City. These are people whose lives and
actions contributed to social justice, peace, and human dignity. The stories will
be shared alongside opportunity for participants to contribute their own
stories of people in Kerry, both past and present, who have advocated for
connected, inclusive, and resilient communities. Join us for discussion on the
values that communities wish to promote in building strong and sustainable
societies, as well as on the actions needed to support equality, participation,
and belonging for all.

Supporters of our events include Cumas Ceantar Creative Places Uíbh
Ráthaigh, Ciste Beag Ealaíon (Micro Arts Fund) 2026, Kerry County Council, and
Failte Ireland.
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The following events take place as part of the Kerry Arts and Human Rights
Festival:



Eternal Rebels: Irish Women Changemakers

Eternal Rebels: Irish Women Changemakers is a visual-art exhibition by Mary
Moynihan, blending photography, poetry, and storytelling to highlight the lives
of 12 women changemakers in Irish history.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry
Dates and Times: 11 July–31 October 2026. Monday to Sunday, 10am–5pm in
July–September, and 10am–3pm in October
Click here for more information and to book.

Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival Launch

Join us for the launch of the inaugural Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival,
which promotes unique spaces in Kerry for arts, storytelling, and human rights.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry
Date and Time: 11am–12 noon Saturday 18 July 2026
Click here for more information and to book.

Art of Rights: Eternal Rebels Guided Tour and Artist Talk

Enjoy a guided tour and artist talk on the 12 permanent artworks by Mary
Moynihan in the Eternal Rebels: Irish Women Changemakers exhibition. The
exhibition blends photography, poetry, and storytelling to highlight the lives of
12 women changemakers in Irish history.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry
Date and Time: 12–1pm Saturday 18 July 2026
Click here for more information and to book.

Kingdom Voices Walking Tour and Storytelling Session

This event begins indoors in the O’Connell Room of The Barracks Heritage
Centre, followed by a guided walk (weather permitting) through the town of
Cahersiveen to the Daniel O’Connell Memorial Church. This session highlights
figures from the past who stood up for the rights of others: Daniel and Mary
O’Connell, Mary Elmes, Janie McCarthy, and Monsignor Hugh O’Flaherty.
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Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry
Dates and Times: 2–3pm Saturday 18 July 2026 and 2–3pm Sunday 19 July
2026
For more information and booking, click here for Saturday 18 July and here
for Sunday 19 July.

The Art of Nature Environmental Training

Join us for a training workshop and talk to promote sustainable event
management and to explore eco-friendly practices for organising a community-
based arts event or festival. Book now, as places are limited to 20 on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry
Date and Time: 3–5pm Saturday 18 July 2026
Click here for more information and to book.

Tintreach Live: Readings, Rhythms, and Revelations

Join us as we celebrate the launch of Edition VII of Tintreach: The Smashing Times
Arts and Literary Journal, which will be published on Saturday 18 July 2026. This
public launch features readings and artist talks.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry
Date and Time: 7–9pm Saturday 18 July 2026
Click here for more information and to book.
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Submission Call for Edition VII
of Tintreach: The Smashing

Times Arts and Literary Journal

Smashing Times Artist-in-
Residence: Aoife McAtamney

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

Smashing Times would like to invite
submissions to Edition VII of
Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts
and Literary Journal, which will be
published on Saturday 18 July 2026.
Tintreach publishes creative work
from across the artistic spectrum.
Submissions are open until
midnight on Sunday 14 June 2026.
This is a special bilingual edition
themed ‘Muintearas: Macallaí
Uíbh Ráthaigh / Belonging: Echoes
of Iveragh’, which will exclusively
publish six artists from, or with a
connection to, Iveragh, County
Kerry. The edition will celebrate
artistic practice, the Irish language,
and community engagement. The
theme can be interpreted broadly,
but should include some
exploration of art, place,
community, the Irish language,
nature (land and seascapes), or
belonging. Successful artists will
receive a fee. Click here for the full
submission guidelines.

Smashing Times are delighted to
implement the Smashing Times Artist
Residency Programme. Aoife McAtamney
is currently undertaking an artist
residency with Smashing Times from
April to September 2026. Aoife is a
multidisciplinary artist based in Dublin,
Ireland. She works in contemporary
dance, choreography, filmmaking, music,
and education. The aim of the artist
residency is to provide time, space, and
support to artists to develop, research,
experiment, and advance their artistic
practice. As part of the residency, Aoife
will write and present a public
performance showcasing her work. For
an in-depth interview with Aoife on her
artistic work, listen to the Smashing
Times Arts and Human Rights Radio
Show on Dublin South FM on Wednesday
17 June 2026, 6–7pm.

Image credit: From the Mountain by Mary
Moynihan
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Smashing Times Arts and
Human Rights Radio Show: 13 &

20 May

Smashing Times Arts and Human
Rights Radio Show: 27 May & 3 June

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

This episode of the Smashing Times
Arts and Human Rights Radio Show,
broadcast on 13 and 20 May 2026 on
Dublin South FM, is dedicated to the
art of dance in the context of arts and
human rights. Presenter Mary
Moynihan reflects on the power of
dance as a form of resistance and
protest. Our Featured Artist on the
episode is John Scott, a Dublin-born
choreographer, performer, and
founder of Irish Modern Dance
Theatre. Human Geography,
choreographed by John Scott, runs at
the Galway International Arts Festival
on 24 and 25 July 2026 (click here to
learn more). Click here to listen to
the episode. The Smashing Times
Arts and Human Rights Radio Show is
broadcast every Wednesday 6–7pm
on Dublin South FM, with each
episode also available as a podcast.
Tune in to Dublin South FM 93.9 or
listen online at
www.dublinsouthfm.ie. All past
episodes can be listened to here.

The Smashing Times Arts and Human
Rights Radio Show broadcast on 27 May
and 3 June 2026 features an interview
with the internationally recognised
theatre practitioner, director, sociologist,
and educator Frédérique Lecomte.
Frédérique is the founder and artistic
director of Théâtre et Réconciliation in
Brussels, Belgium. The company uses
performances and workshops to
support reconciliation and human rights
work. Frédérique chats about her work
in Burundi, Rwanda, and the Democratic
Republic of Congo. She also discusses
her unique theatrical methods and her
one-woman show Mère Patrie or The
Motherland. Frédérique recently visited
Ireland to work with Smashing Times on
a European project called We
AREurope, supported by Erasmus+.
Frédérique returns to Ireland in October
2026 for the Irish Arts and Human Rights
Festival (9–18 October 2026), where she
will present a workshop (book here)
and a live performance (book here) on
Monday 12 October. Click here to
listen to this episode.
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Belonging: Three-Day Creative
Arts Workshop

Smashing Times in Valencia for
LEARN Project

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

Smashing Times were delighted to
hold Belonging, a three-day creative
arts workshop from 26–28 May 2026.
The workshop, which was held in the
Smashing Times Visual Art Gallery,
gave participants the opportunity to
meet with other women; to explore
themes of nature, belonging, and a
shared European identity; and to take
part in an Open Poetry Session and
Artist Talk, titled ‘Belonging’, to
celebrate Poetry Day Ireland (28 May).
Participants shared reflections on
identity, migration, and belonging.
The workshop was presented as part
of the European project WE
AREurope, exploring shared
European values of human dignity,
freedom, democracy, equality,
diversity, human rights, gender
equality, and peace.

Smashing Times’ William Caughey was
in Valencia, Spain on Tuesday 26 May
2026, attending a transnational partner
meeting for the European project
LEARN. LEARN: Learning Environments
for Active, Responsive, and Nurturing
adults for Early Childhood in Europe
aims to test tools and pathways for
empowerment and validation of non-
formal and informal competences for
responsive parenting. LEARN is funded
under the Erasmus+ programme for
the period 2025–2028. The meeting in
Valencia – hosted by the project’s lead
partner, Quart de Poblet – brought
together partners from Spain, Italy, the
Netherlands, Ireland, and Bulgaria.
Click here to learn more about the
LEARN project.
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Deichniúr Thar Barr
10 WE ADMIRE

In line with our theme of Irish Pride,
this edition of 10 We Admire
celebrates 10 LGBTQ+ voices who
have shaped and enriched Ireland’s
artistic landscape. Spanning
different generations, backgrounds,
and creative disciplines, these
individuals have challenged social
conventions, expanded repres–
entations of queer identity, and
contributed to a more inclusive
understanding of Irish culture. From
pioneering writers and performers
to contemporary musicians and
artists, their work reflects the
evolving experiences of LGBTQ+
people in Ireland and beyond. They
have explored themes of gender
identity, sexuality, belonging,
visibility, love, community, and social
change. Their creative practices
demonstrate how art can both
reflect and influence broader
cultural and political
transformations.

Felicia Olusanya (FeliSpeaks)

Felicia Olusanya (she/they) (born
1995), also known by their stage
name FeliSpeaks, is a Nigerian Irish
poet, performer, and playwright
whose multidisciplinary practice
moves between spoken word,
theatre, and music. Born in Nigeria
and raised in County Longford, they
are known for work that explores
identity, migration, race, and
queerness within contemporary Irish
society. Performing as FeliSpeaks,
Olusanya has become a prominent
voice in Ireland’s spoken-word and
theatre scenes, with appearances at
major festivals including the Dublin

Fringe Festival, Electric Picnic, and
the National Concert Hall. Their work
often blends poetic storytelling with
music and performance, creating
immersive pieces that reflect on
belonging, systemic inequality, and
personal transformation. Their

Photo credit: Ruth Medjber
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poem ‘For Our Mothers’ (2017) has
been included in the Irish Leaving
Certificate English syllabus,
reflecting their influence on
contemporary Irish culture. Openly
queer and Black Irish, Olusanya
frequently speaks about the
intersections of race, sexuality, and
identity in their work, positioning
their practice as both artistic
expression and social commentary.

and advocacy to challenge
discrimination and celebrate queer
identity. Over more than three
decades, Panti Bliss has performed
extensively in Ireland and
internationally, while also contributing
to public debates on LGBTQ+ rights. In
2007, O’Neill co-founded Pantibar, a
Dublin venue that has become an
important social and cultural space for
Ireland’s queer community. Panti
gained widespread attention in 2014
following her influential Noble Call
speech at Dublin’s Abbey Theatre,
which addressed the everyday
realities of homophobia and was
viewed around the world. She was
also a prominent campaigner during
the movement to legalise same-sex
marriage in Ireland (which passed by
referendum in 2015), helping to shape
a more inclusive national conversation
through both activism and the arts.

Photo credit: Extra.ie

Rory O’Neill (Panti Bliss)

Rory O’Neill (he/him) is an Irish drag
artist, performer, writer, and activist
whose work has played a central role
in advancing LGBTQ+ visibility and
equality in Ireland. Born in Ballinrobe,
County Mayo, in 1968, Rory O’Neill
performs as Panti Bliss (she/her), who
has become one of the country’s most
recognisable queer cultural figures,
combining performance, commentary
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John Scott (he/him) is an Irish
choreographer, performer, and artistic
director whose work has played a
significant role in shaping
contemporary dance in Ireland. Scott
trained at the Ireland’s College of
Dance and later worked
internationally with influential artists

John Scott

Soula Emmanuel (she/her) is a Greek
Irish writer whose work explores
themes of identity, migration,
belonging, and transformation,
through intimate and emotionally
nuanced storytelling. Born in Dublin
in 1990 to an Irish mother and a
Greek father, she grew up in County
Wicklow, and later studied in Ireland
and Sweden before coming out as a
transgender woman in 2018. Her
acclaimed debut novel, Wild Geese
(2023), examines friendship,
queerness, displacement, and the
search for connection among young
Irish emigrants, earning widespread
recognition for its compassionate
and distinctive voice. Published in
Ireland, the UK, North America, and
beyond, the novel won both the
Lambda Literary Award for Trans–

Soula Emmanuel

gender Fiction and the Gordon
Bowker Volcano Prize. Emmanuel’s
writing combines personal insight with
broader reflections on contemporary
Irish society, often centring LGBTQ+
experiences and the complexities of
self-discovery. Based on Ireland’s east
coast, she is part of a new generation
of Irish writers expanding
conversations around gender, identity,
and belonging through fiction.

Photo credit: Gerry Mooney

Photo credit: No More Workhorse
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including Meredith Monk,
developing a practice that combines
physical virtuosity, experimentation,
and cross-cultural collaboration. In
1991, he founded Irish Modern
Dance Theatre, creating a platform
for innovative choreography and
international artistic exchange. A
member of Aosdána, his
productions often bring together
dancers from diverse cultural
backgrounds, exploring themes of
identity, community, migration, and
sexuality. In 2004, alongside dancers
Aisling Doyle and Philip
Connaughton, Scott collaborated
with survivors of torture to create
an hour-long dance piece entitled
Fall and Recover. The act of dancing
empowered the torture survivors as
it offered a way of expressing and
processing memories, free from
linguistic barriers or pitfalls. Scott’s
work has been presented at
festivals and venues across Ireland,
Europe, the Middle East, and North
America.

CMAT (she/her) is the stage name of
Ciara Mary-Alice Thompson, an Irish
singer-songwriter whose witty,
emotionally astute songs have made
her one of the most distinctive voices
in contemporary Irish music. She was
born in Dublin in 1996, before her
family relocated to Dunboyne, County
Meath. CMAT combines country, pop,
and folk influences with sharp
storytelling, creating music that
explores love, heartbreak, identity,
and modern life with equal measures
of humour and sincerity. Since the
release of her debut album If My Wife
New I’d Be Dead in 2022, CMAT has
received widespread critical acclaim,
establishing herself as a leading figure
in a new generation of Irish musicians.
Her follow-up album, Crazymad, for Me
(2023), further showcases her ability
to pair deeply personal themes with
memorable melodies and a unique

Photo credit: Sarah Doyle

CMAT
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lyrical perspective. Openly queer
and bisexual, CMAT has spoken
about the importance of LGBTQ+
visibility in the music industry and
frequently incorporates her
experiences into her work. Through
her originality, honesty, and vibrant
stage presence, she has built a
devoted audience both in Ireland
and internationally.

ity in Irish cultural life. Her
groundbreaking short-story collection
A Noise from the Woodshed (1989) is
widely regarded as the first collection
of lesbian-themed fiction in Irish
literary history. Across her poetry,
fiction, and essays, Dorcey has
consistently examined themes of
identity, desire, social justice, and
belonging, while giving voice to
experiences that had often been
excluded from mainstream literary
narratives. In addition to her writing,
she has been active as a feminist and
LGBTQ+ advocate. Through a career
spanning more than four decades,
Dorcey has helped pave the way for
subsequent generations of queer Irish
writers and remains a significant
figure in the country’s literary
landscape.Photo credit: Margaret Moore /

PHOTOGENIC Photographers

Mary Dorcey

Mary Dorcey (she/her) (born 1950) is
an Irish poet, novelist, and short-story
writer whose work has been
instrumental in establishing LGBTQ+
voices within Irish literature. Emerging
as a writer in the 1980s, she became
one of the first Irish authors to openly
explore lesbian identity and
relationships, helping to challenge
long-standing silences around sexual–
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Keith Ridgway

Keith Ridgway (he/him) is an Irish
novelist and short-story writer born in

Photo credit: RTÉ



Dublin in 1965. Ridgway has built an
international literary career, with
much of his writing focusing on
fragmented narratives, complex
character studies, and the quieter
tensions of contemporary existence.
He first gained recognition with his
debut novel The Long Falling (1998),
which was a finalist in the Ferro-
Grumley Award for Gay Fiction. He
has since published several
acclaimed works, including The Parts
(2003), Hawthorn & Child (2012), and
A Shock (2021, winner of the James
Tait Black Memorial Prize), each
marked by a distinctive narrative
style that blends realism with subtle
experimental structure. His stories
often examine isolation, memory,
and moral ambiguity within modern
city settings. As a queer man,
Ridgway has been associated with
contemporary Irish LGBTQ+ writing,
though his work is not always
explicitly focused on sexuality.
Through his fiction, he contributes
to a broader literary landscape that
reflects diverse and often
overlooked perspectives in Irish
culture.

Osaro Azams (she/her), known
mononymously as Osaro, is a Nigerian
Irish multidisciplinary artist,
performer, and producer whose work
spans spoken word, music, film, and
live performance. Osaro is known for
creating immersive, collaborative
projects that bring together
experimental sound, poetry, and
visual art, often centring Black Irish
and queer perspectives. She is the
founder of the Fried Plantains
Collective, an arts platform dedicated
to amplifying Black and LGBTQ+
voices in Ireland through events,
performances, and community-based
projects. Her work has been
presented at the Dublin Fringe
Festival, the Abbey Theatre, and the
Centre Culturel Irlandais in Paris.
Osaro’s practice frequently draws on
Nigerian folklore, Irish mythology, and
themes of migration, identity, and

Photo credit: Osaro Azams LinkedIn

Osaro
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director Lenny Abrahamson, writing
the screenplays for the award-winning
films Adam & Paul (2004), in which he
also starred, and Garage (2007), as
well as the television mini-series
Prosperity (2007). He also wrote and
appeared in the 2015 film Viva
(directed by Paddy Breathnach), in
which a Havana-based young drag
performer must come to terms with
his sexuality after reuniting with his
estranged father. His writing often
focuses on ordinary characters
navigating loneliness, social exclusion,
and economic precarity, rendered
with a distinctive blend of realism and
compassion. Openly gay, O’Halloran
has spoken about queer identity in
Ireland and the importance of
representation in the arts.

Mark O’Halloran

belonging, blending personal
narrative with broader cultural
reflection. Osaro’s first audio-visual,
metamorphic piece Obsidian Black
was shortlisted for the 2022 GAZE
International Film Festival. As a
queer woman, Osaro explores
intersectional identity through both
artistic production and activism
within Ireland’s contemporary
cultural landscape.

Mark O’Halloran (he/him) is an Irish
actor, screenwriter, and playwright
whose work is known for its sharp
dialogue, emotional intensity, and
exploration of marginalised lives.
Born in Limerick in 1970, he has
become a significant figure in
contemporary Irish film and theatre,
contributing both as a performer
and as a writer. O’Halloran is best
known for his collaborations with

Photo credit: Harald Krichel

Wallis Bird

Photo: RTÉ Archives

Wallis Bird (she/her) is an Irish singer-
songwriter and musician whose genre
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-defying work blends folk, rock, pop,
and electronic influences. Born in
County Meath in 1982, and raised in
Wexford, she has built an
international career characterised
by powerful live performances,
deeply personal songwriting, and a
commitment to authenticity and
self-expression. Since releasing her
debut album Spoons in 2007, Bird
has earned critical acclaim for a
string of albums that explore
themes of identity, resilience, love,
and belonging. Her music is known
for its emotional intensity and
distinctive sound, while her
energetic stage presence has made
her a popular performer at festivals
and venues across Europe. Openly
lesbian, Bird has spoken candidly
about her experiences of sexuality
and relationships, often reflecting
these themes in her work. In
addition to her musical
achievements, she has become an
important voice for LGBTQ+
visibility, using her platform to
advocate for inclusion and celebrate
diversity.
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Nuacht Ón nGréasán
NEWS FROM THE NETWORK

NÓS: Huartan agus Torby i Measc
na mBuaiteoirí ag Gradaim NÓS

2026
NÓS: Huartan and Torby Among the

Winners at 2026 NÓS Awards

Rinneadh ceiliúradh spleodrach ar an
nuacheol Gaeilge ar Shathairn 18
Bealtaine 2026, nuair a bronnadh
Gradaim NÓS 2026 in The Black Box,
Béal Feirste. Bhí an t-ionad clúiteach lán
go doras don mhórócáid bhronnta agus
bhí formhór na gceoltóirí is mó in earnáil
an cheoil Gaeilge i láthair le sult a bhaint
as an oíche. Cliceáil anseo chun an t-alt
iomlán a léamh.

A lively celebration of modern Irish-
language music took place on Saturday
18 May 2026, when the 2026 NÓS
Awards were presented in The Black Box,
Belfast. The renowned venue was
packed to capacity for the awards
ceremony and most of the biggest
names in the Irish-language music sector
were present to enjoy the evening. Click
here to read the full article (through
Irish).

Tuairisc.ie: Léirmheas: Bilal agus
Cócó le hÁine Uí Fhoghlú

Tuairisc.ie: Review: Bilal agus Cócó by
Áine Uí Fhoghlú

‘Is cinnte,’ a scríobhann Bridget
Bhreathnach i dTuairisc.ie, ‘go
gcuirfidh Bilal agus Cócó le hÁine Uí
Fhoghlú le tuiscint an léitheora ar
shaol na dteifeach in Éirinn agus ar
na cosúlachtaí atá idir muintir na
Palaistíne agus muintir na hÉireann.’
Cliceáil anseo chun an léirmheas
iomlán a léamh i dTuairisc.ie agus
anseo chun an t-úrscéal a
cheannach.

‘It is certain,’ writes Bridget
Bhreathnach in Tuairisc.ie, ‘that Bilal
agus Cócó by Áine Uí Fhoghlú will
contribute to the reader’s
understanding of the life of refugees
in Ireland and of the similarities
between the Palestinian people and
the Irish people.’ Click here to read
the full review (through Irish) in
Tuairisc.ie and here to purchase
the novel.
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Dublin LGBTQ+ Pride 2026

The theme of this year’s Dublin
LGBTQ+ Pride Festival, which takes
place from 24–28 June 2026, is ‘One
Story – Many Voices’. This theme is
about the thread that connects us
across very different lived experiences.
We share a story that shifts with the
narrator, and while no single voice can
represent us all, every voice counts.
Click here for more information on
the festival. Here is a selection of
events:

This year’s March and Parade takes
place from 12:30pm on Saturday, 27
June, meeting at O’Connell Street. It’s a
march. It’s a parade. It’s a protest. It’s a
celebration. It’s community. Click here
for more information.

From 4pm on Saturday 27 June, the
Mother Pride Block Party is back
with a bang in the glorious
surroundings of the National Museum
at Collins Barracks. Click here for
more information.

Don’t Call It Art by Austin Kleon

Austin Kleon’s new book Don’t Call It
Art was published on Tuesday 2 June
2026. Feeling burnt out, distracted,
and out of fresh ideas? In every
creative person’s life, there are times
when you lose the energy, joy, and
freedom you had when you were first
starting out. From the recent art
school graduate to the retiree
searching for their creative third act,
we all need help returning to the
excitement, the sense of discovery,
and the raw creativity of a child at
play. Don’t Call It Art is a creative
liberation handbook for looking at the
world with fresh eyes, unlearning
what you’ve learned, and making new
leaps in your life and work. Click here
to learn more.
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Deontais agus Deiseanna
GRANTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Irish Writers Centre: Front-of-
House Assistant

Deadline: Sunday 14 June 2026

The Irish Writers Centre require a
highly motivated and enthusiastic
individual, who has a genuine interest
and passion for writers and literature,
to join our team in welcoming
everyone who uses our building. A
keen interest in working in a public-
facing environment, together with
excellent organisational and
communication skills, is essential. This
role requires empathy and
understanding of the needs of the
professional, emerging, and beginner
writers and organisations that are
supported by the Irish Writers Centre.
Previous experience is welcome but
not essential as training will be
provided. Apply via our Grants and
Opportunities page.
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Deontais agus Deiseanna
GRANTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

URBACT: Call for Action Networks
Deadline: 2pm Wednesday 17 June 2026

The URBACT Programme helps cities
across Europe work together to find
practical, integrated solutions to
shared urban challenges, from climate
action and social inclusion to mobility
and housing. This call aims to fund
transnational networks of cities to
implement their existing urban
strategies through concrete local
actions, while fostering cooperation,
knowledge exchange, and capacity
building for sustainable urban
development. The Programme
foresees the sharing of knowledge
and the transfer of innovative
practices between cities and levels of
government. The purpose is to
promote integrated sustainable urban
development, improve cities’ policies,
and the effectiveness of Cohesion
Policy in cities. Apply via our Grants
and Opportunities page.
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Deontais agus Deiseanna
GRANTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Arts & Disability Ireland:
Programme and Service
Development Manager

Deadline: 12 noon Tuesday 23 June 2026

Are you someone with at least three
years’ experience in project
management and coordination within
the arts and cultural sector? Do you
have exceptional organisational and
communication skills, experience
managing projects and small teams,
and an understanding of equality,
diversity, and inclusion within an arts
context? The Programme & Services
Development Manager will work
closely with the Executive Director and
will be responsible for the
implementation and ongoing
development of Arts & Disability
Ireland’s programmes and services,
including the management of projects,
audience development initiatives,
access services, and training
programmes. Apply via our Grants
and Opportunities page.

Dublin City Social Enterprise
Awards 2026

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday 24 June
2026

The Dublin City Social Enterprise
Awards aim to support social
enterprise creation, and development
in Dublin City. The awards
programme provides grants,
mentoring, promotion, and other
supports to successful applicants to
enable them to further develop their
activities, increase their social impact,
and benefit more individuals and
communities. Each year, a fund of
approximately €60,000 is distributed
among innovative social enterprises.
Apply via our Grants and
Opportunities page.

25

https://smashingtimes.ie/fundingopportunities/
https://smashingtimes.ie/fundingopportunities/
https://smashingtimes.ie/fundingopportunities/
https://smashingtimes.ie/fundingopportunities/
https://smashingtimes.ie/fundingopportunities/


Deontais agus Deiseanna
GRANTS AND OPPORTUNϥTϥES

ϥrish National Opera:
Development Assistant

Deadline: Friday 26 June 2026

This role involves the delivery of high-
quality donor engagement events
and supporting the day-to-day
activities of Irish National Opera’s
Development Department. This
varied and exciting role offers the
opportunity to gain hands-on
experience across fundraising,
events, corporate partnerships, and
donor engagement within a dynamic
national arts organisation. The
successful candidate will assist in the
delivery of fundraising, membership,
and supporter events; contribute to
the research and stewardship of
corporate partners and donors;
assist in the preparation and
coordination of fundraising materials
and communications; and more.
Apply via our Grants and
Opportunities page.

Rethink ϥreland: Skills for
Tomorrow Fund

Deadline: 1pm Monday 29 June 2026

The Skills for Tomorrow Fund is a
€1.5 million, 2.5-year fund supported by
Deloitte Ireland and the Department of
Rural and Community Development and
the Gaeltacht (DRCDG) via the Dormant
Accounts Fund. The Skills for Tomorrow
Fund aims to support innovative,
evidence-based projects that build the
capacity of individuals and communities
experiencing marginalisation to thrive in
the future world of work. It will fund
initiatives that provide practical,
accessible, and relevant pathways to
employment, while addressing the root
causes of disadvantage and promoting
inclusive economic participation. Apply
via our Grants and Opportunities
page.

This is only a selection of our listed grants and opportunities. For more, please visit our
Grants and Opportunities page here.
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