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A chairde,

Hello and welcome to the July 2026
edition of the Smashing Times
Newsletter. This edition includes
Spotsolas: Smashing Times News (which
includes information on this month’s Kerry
Arts and Human Rights Festival), News
From the Network, and Grants and
Opportunities.

Happy reading,

Féilim James
Smashing Times Newsletter and Tintreach
Editor
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Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival

Where Storytelling, Human Rights, and Fun Connect

Cahersiveen and Valentia Island, County Kerry, 18 & 19 July 2026

The Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival takes place on Saturday 18 and Sunday
19 July 2026, in Cahersiveen and Valentia Island on the Iveragh Peninsula along
the Wild Atlantic Way. The festival promotes unique creative spaces in Kerry for
the arts, storytelling, and human rights. Presented by Smashing Times
International Centre for the Arts and Equality and The Barracks Heritage Centre,
the festival celebrates stories of changemakers from Kerry and the wider Munster

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

SPOTSOLAS

Every month, in addition to bringing you the latest updates from Smashing Times,
we also highlight a specific element of our work. This month, our Spotsolas item
covers this month’s Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival.
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region, past and present, who have championed peaceful human rights. Join in
on discussions about sustainable, inclusive societies and social justice, and
share stories of your favourite changemaker.

Enjoy unique art events, exhibitions, guided storytelling walks, artist talks,
poetry readings, and discussions at The Barracks Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen.
Also included is the launch of Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and Literary
Journal, featuring readings and artist talks from County Kerry artists,
celebrating local creative voices. The Standing Stone event on Valentia Island
involves poetry and discussion on ancestral voices and their influence on
human rights. While on Valentia Island, enjoy a trip to the Transatlantic Cable
Station and Valentia Island Lighthouse. For a discount, remember to say that
you are with the Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival! Tickets for the festival
range from €5 to €10, with some activities free.

Storytelling sessions highlight inspiring figures from the past, including Daniel
and Mary O’Connell, of Cahersiveen and Derrynane; Janie McCarthy, Killarney;
Helen Blackburn, Valentia Island; Monsignor Hugh O’Flaherty, Killarney and
Cahersiveen; Maude Jane Delap, Valentia Island; and Mary Elmes, Cork City.
These are people whose lives and actions contributed to social justice, peace,
and human dignity. The stories will be shared alongside opportunity for
participants to contribute their own stories of people in Kerry, both past and
present, who have advocated for connected, inclusive, and resilient
communities.

Supporters of our events include Cumas Ceantar Creative Places Uíbh
Ráthaigh, Ciste Beag Ealaíon (Micro Arts Fund) 2026, Kerry County Council, and
Failte Ireland.
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To view the full programme for the Kerry Arts and Human Rights
Festival, please click here.

To book any of the festival events, please click here.

The following is a selection of events taking place as part of the Kerry Arts and
Human Rights Festival:

Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival Launch & Talk on The
Importance of Human Rights

Join us for the launch of the inaugural Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival,
celebrating creative spaces for arts and rights where storytelling, human rights
and fun connect. The launch features a talk on the importance of human rights
today.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Bridge Street, Cahersiveen, County Kerry
(V23 VR62)
Date and Time: 11am–12 noon Saturday 18 July 2026
Click here for more information and to book.

Eternal Rebels: Irish Women Changemakers in History Exhibition

Eternal Rebels: Irish Women Changemakers in History is a visual art exhibition by
artist Mary Moynihan. Blending photography, poetry, and storytelling, Eternal
Rebels comprises 12 storyboard artworks, each celebrating the life and legacy
of an extraordinary woman who transformed Irish history.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Bridge Street, Cahersiveen, County Kerry
(V23 VR62)
Dates and Times: 6 June–31 October 2026. Monday to Sunday, 10am–5pm in
June–September, and 10am–3pm in October
Available to view as part of The Barracks Heritage Centre Self-Guided Tour.
Click here for more information and to book.
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Eternal Rebels Guided Storytelling Tour & Talk celebrating Irish
Women Changemakers in History

Join artist Mary Moynihan for a guided storytelling tour and artist talk exploring
the stories from the exhibition Eternal Rebels: Irish Women Changemakers in
History. This thought-provoking exhibition combines photography, poetry, and
storytelling to celebrate the lives of 12 remarkable women from Irish history
who championed equality and the empowerment of others.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Bridge Street, Cahersiveen, County Kerry
(V23 VR62)
Date and Time: 12–1pm Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 July 2026
For more information and booking, click here for Saturday 18 July and here
for Sunday 19 July.

Kingdom Voices Guided Storytelling Walk: Changemakers Who Stood
Up for the Rights of Others During World War II

Enjoy a guided storytelling walk, recalling stories of Munster’s remarkable
changemakers who shaped our history through courage, creativity, and
compassion. This event begins indoors in the O’Connell Room of The Barracks
Heritage Centre, followed by a guided walk (weather permitting) through the
town of Cahersiveen to the graveyard of the Daniel O’Connell Memorial
Church, all while learning about the life stories of remarkable Kerry people who
stood up peacefully for the rights of others during World War II.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Bridge Street, Cahersiveen, County Kerry
(V23 VR62)
Dates and Times: 2–3pm Saturday 18 July 2026 and 2–3pm Sunday 19 July
2026
For more information and booking, click here for Saturday 18 July and here
for Sunday 19 July.
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Landscapes of the Soul Multidisciplinary Exhibition

Landscapes of the Soul is a powerful exhibition featuring the work of artists
Mary Moynihan and Hina Khan. The exhibition features visual art, photography,
poetry, and film, mapping physical landscapes of nature to landscapes of the
soul, and reflecting on ways to hold on to the courage to be who we truly are.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Bridge Street, Cahersiveen, County Kerry
(V23 VR62)
Date and Time: 18 July–31 October 2026. Monday to Sunday, 10am–5pm in
June–September, and 10am–3pm in October.
Available to view as part of The Barracks Heritage Centre Self-Guided Tour.
Click here for more information and to book.

The Art of Nature Training Workshop: Organising Sustainable
Events

Join us for a sustainable event management training workshop and talk to
explore eco-friendly practices for organising a community-based arts event or
festival. Learn about practices for running sustainable events, alongside tips on
budgeting and marketing. Book now, as places are limited to 20 on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Bridge Street, Cahersiveen, County Kerry
(V23 VR62)
Date and Time: 3–5pm Saturday 18 July 2026
Click here for more information and to book.
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Tintreach Live: Launch with Creative Readings and Artist Talks

Join us as we celebrate the launch of Edition VII of Tintreach: The Smashing Times
Arts and Literary Journal, which will be published on Saturday 18 July 2026.
Edition VII features work by artists from Uíbh Ráthach in County Kerry, Ireland.
This public launch features readings and artist talks.

Venue: The Barracks Heritage Centre, Bridge Street, Cahersiveen, County Kerry
(V23 VR62)
Date and Time: 7pm Saturday 18 July 2026
Click here for more information and to book.

The Standing Stone on Glanleam: Ancestral Voices and Human
Rights – Talk and Poetry Reading

Join artist Mary Moynihan for a talk on her poem ‘The Standing Stone at
Glanleam’, exploring ancestral voices and how they continue to speak to us in
the context of human rights. The talk takes place at the Atlantic Villas,
Knightstown. This event offers a unique opportunity to enjoy poetry inspired by
local history and the connections between place, memory, ancestry, and
human rights.

Venue: Atlantic Villa, Knightstown, Valentia Island, County Kerry (V23 PW68)
Date and Time: 4–5pm Sunday 19 July 2026
Click here for more information and to book.

To view the full programme for the Kerry Arts and Human Rights
Festival, please click here.

To book any of the festival events, please click here.

8

https://smashingtimes.ie/event/tintreach-live-readings-rhythms-and-revelations-public-launch-creative-readings-and-artist-talks/
https://smashingtimes.ie/event/the-standing-stone-on-glanleam-ancestral-voices-human-rights/
https://smashingtimes.ie/kerry-arts-and-human-rights-festival/
https://smashingtimes.ie/kerry-arts-and-human-rights-festival/
https://smashingtimes.ie/whats-on/


Open Call for Events: 2026 Irish
Arts and Human Rights Festival

Open Call for Voices of Peace
Multidisciplinary Exhibition

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

The 2026 Irish Arts and Human
Rights Festival invites organisations,
artists, community groups, and
individuals to become part of this
year’s festival programme. If you are
planning an event or activity taking
place between 9–18 October 2026,
we encourage you to apply for
inclusion in the festival. We welcome
proposals from across all artforms
and disciplines, including
performances, exhibitions,
workshops, talks, screenings,
readings, community events, and
other creative activities. Events
should be open and accessible to
diverse audiences and reflect the
festival’s commitment to creativity,
equality, human rights, innovation,
experimentation, and community
engagement. The deadline for
applications is midnight on Friday 7
August 2026. Click here for more
information and to apply.

Smashing Times is delighted to
announce an open call for artists to
submit work to Voices of Peace, a
multidisciplinary exhibition running
from 30 September to 29 November
2026 at the Smashing Times
International Centre for the Arts and
Equality, Sandycove, Dublin. The
exhibition is supported by Dún
Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council.
The exhibition will feature the work of
artists living or working in the Dún
Laoghaire-Rathdown area. We
encourage submissions that engage
creatively with the exhibition’s central
themes of equality, human rights, and
peace. Voices of Peace provides a
platform for artists to contribute to
important conversations through
creative practice and to exhibit their
work as part of the 2026 Irish Arts and
Human Rights Festival. The deadline for
submissions is midnight on Friday 7
August 2026. Click here for more
information and to apply.
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Smashing Times Arts and
Human Rights Radio Show: 24

June & 1 July

Smashing Times Arts and Human
Rights Radio Show: 8 & 15 July

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

On the 24 June 2026 episode
(repeated on 1 July) of the Smashing
Times Arts and Human Rights Radio
Show, presenter Mary Moynihan
speaks with four guests involved in
the second Jewish Anti-Zionist
Congress, which took place from 26–
28 June at the Maldron Hotel in
Tallaght. The congress brought
together people of all faiths, and
none, to discuss the Palestinian
struggle for justice from an anti-
Zionist perspective. The radio show
guests were Sue Pentel, activist; Ria
Czerniak-LeBov, visual artist, writer,
and musician; Hadas Emma Kedar,
communications and media arts
scholar; and Dr Ramzy Baroud,
journalist and author from Gaza.
Click here to listen to the episode.
The Smashing Times Arts and Human
Rights Radio Show is broadcast every
Wednesday 6–7pm on Dublin South
FM, with each episode also available
as a podcast. Tune in to Dublin South
FM 93.9 or listen online at
www.dublinsouthfm.ie. All past
episodes can be listened to here.

On this episode, which is to be
broadcast on Dublin South Fm at 6pm
on Wednesdays 8 and 15 July 2026,
presenter Mary Moynihan shares news
about the first-ever Kerry Arts and
Human Rights Festival. The festival
takes place on 18 and 19 July 2026, in
Cahersiveen and Valentia Island, County
Kerry. Meanwhile, the episode’s featured
guest interview is with award-winning
human rights defender Mary Lawlor,
who has dedicated her career to
defending the rights of people around
the world. Mary formerly served as the
UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation
of Human Rights Defenders and is an
Adjunct Professor of Business and
Human Rights in the School of Business
at Trinity College Dublin. She is a former
Director and Chair of Amnesty
International Ireland and is the founder,
former Director, and former board
member of Front Line Defenders, an
organisation dedicated to protecting
human rights defenders at risk
worldwide. This episode will be
included here on Spotify in due
course.

10

https://jazic.org/
https://jazic.org/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3qo6c7Mvog2LGAivK6kY3N?si=-85zXdXmRwWUIQzT4oxk_g
http://www.dublinsouthfm.ie/
https://open.spotify.com/show/0d8wGvcEtOYHmX8BUvOiq1?si=f4b1b3436a184906
https://open.spotify.com/show/0d8wGvcEtOYHmX8BUvOiq1?si=f4b1b3436a184906
https://smashingtimes.ie/kerry-arts-and-human-rights-festival/
https://smashingtimes.ie/kerry-arts-and-human-rights-festival/
https://open.spotify.com/show/0d8wGvcEtOYHmX8BUvOiq1?si=f4b1b3436a184906
https://open.spotify.com/show/0d8wGvcEtOYHmX8BUvOiq1?si=f4b1b3436a184906
https://open.spotify.com/show/0d8wGvcEtOYHmX8BUvOiq1?si=f4b1b3436a184906


Edition VII of Tintreach: The
Smashing Times Arts and Literary

Journal

SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES
NEWS

Edition VII of Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and
Literary Journal will be published on Saturday, 18 July
2026, as part of Smashing Times’ inaugural Kerry Arts
and Human Rights Festival. This is a special bilingual
edition themed ‘Muintearas: Macallaí Uíbh
Ráthaigh/Belonging: Echoes of Iveragh’, publishing six
artists with a connection to Uíbh Ráthach/Iveragh in
County Kerry. The edition’s themes include belonging,
art, place, community, the Irish language, and nature.
The edition will be available to purchase on this page
from Saturday 18 July onwards. (Join us that same date
as we celebrate the launch of the edition in The Barracks
Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen, Kerry. More information
and booking here.)
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Nuacht Ón nGréasán
NEWS FROM THE NETWORK

Alan Titley, The Irish Times: Cíortar
go Mion an Ceangal idir Éire agus

na Na Stíobhartaigh i Mórshaothar
Bhreandáin Uí Bhuachalla

Alan Titley, The Irish Times: The Connection
Between Ireland and the Stewarts Is
Explored in Breandán Ó Buachalla’s

Masterpiece

Ní hea amháin gur ceann de leabhair
mhóra na Gaeilge é Aisling Ghéar: Na
Stíobhartaigh agus an tAos Léinn 1603–
1788 (1996, An Clóchomhar), ach tá ar
cheann de na leabhair is tábhachtaí dar
foilsíodh lenár linn in Éirinn é chomh
maith. Cliceáil anseo chun alt iomlán
Alan Titley a léamh san Irish Times.

Aisling Ghéar: Na Stíobhartaigh agus an
tAos Léinn 1603–1788 (1996, An
Clóchomhar) is not only one of the great
books in the Irish language, but it is also
one of the most important books
published in Ireland in our time. Click
here to read Alan Titley's full article in
the Irish Times.

Mártan Ó Ciardha, Tuairisc.ie:
An Laoch Sacair a Chloígh na

Sasanaigh ag Corn an Domhain
Mártan Ó Ciardha, Tuairisc.ie: The

Soccer Hero Who Defeated the English
at the World Cup

‘Bhí Joe Gaetjens,’ a scríobhann
Mártan Ó Ciardha i dTuairisc.ie, ‘mar
chuid d’fhoireann Stáit Aontaithe
Mheiriceá a bhain amach ceann de
na buanna gan choinne is mó riamh
ag Corn an Domhain, ach bhí droch-
chríoch air nuair a d’fhill sé ar a fhód
dúchais Háítí.’ Cliceáil anseo chun
an t-alt iomlán a léamh i
dTuairisc.ie.

‘Joe Gaetjens,’ writes Mártan Ó
Ciardha in Tuairisc.ie, ‘was part of the
United States team that achieved
one of the greatest upsets ever at
the World Cup, but he met a bad
end when he returned to his native
Haiti.’ Click here to read the full
article in Tuairisc.ie.
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Write to Northern Ireland’s
Justice Minister: Fully Implement

the Gillen Review Reforms

Northern Ireland’s Women’s Resource
Development Agency (WRDA) has
hosted an initiative calling for reform
on the justice system’s handling of
sexual offence trials. WRDA has
created an accessible call to action,
through which people can send a pre-
written letter demanding reform. Their
goals and mission are clearly laid out
as demanding the full implementation
of the Gillen Review reforms in court
systems, calling for juries to be
educated on harmful sexual offence
myths. They also call for the system to
be reformed to better support victims
and survivors of sexual violence. Click
here to learn more.

Art for Change 2026 Showcase

Art for Change 2026 Showcase will be
held on Friday 10 July 2026 at the
Peter Froggatt Centre in Belfast. As a
youth-led event, the Art for Change
Showcase creates space for children
living in an anxiety-inducing time to
process and navigate complex ideas
and feelings through art. Children use
visual, digital, and performance art to
promote change and action. The
showcase offers a sense of connection
and community through art-based
solutions and what is endearingly
referred to as ‘artivism’. It also fosters
social connection, emotional
processing, and expression for young
individuals. Click here to learn more.
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Nuacht Ón nGréasán
NEWS FROM THE NETWORK
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White Ribbon Ireland Workshop

White Ribbon Ireland is an initiative
that aims to improve gender equality
and end violence against women
through the education of young men
and individuals. It is an international
organisation that utilises workshops,
presence in schools, and presence in
workspaces to make its impact. On
Friday 26 June 2026, White Ribbon
Ireland hosted a men’s network
development workshop in Waterford,
where participants worked on
knowledge and skill-building efforts to
work towards a safer and more
inclusive social environment. To learn
more about the White Ribbon
Ireland project, please click here.

Dancer From the Dance Festival
2026

Dancer From the Dance Festival of
Irish Choreography, held by Irish
Modern Dance Theatre, is a series of
mixed programmes or gatherings of
Irish and Irish-identifying
choreographers, crossing borders of
ethnicity, dance practices,
generations, genders, and dance
styles from contemporary to sean nós
to classical ballet. Now in its 8  year,
the festival, which runs from 6–8 July
2026, features over 22
choreographers performing short,
exciting dance works celebrating the
strength and diversity of Irish identity
and the Irish dance landscape. The
festival takes place in Dublin, primarily
in the Project Arts Centre. Partners
include Dance Ireland, Project Arts
Centre, IFI Irish Film Institute, Dublin
City Council, and more. Click here to
learn more.

th
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Deontais agus Deiseanna
GRANTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Mermaid Arts Centre: Box Office
Coordinator

Deadline: 6pm Friday 10 July 2026

Mermaid Arts Centre is seeking
applications for the position of Box
Office Coordinator. This would suit
someone with a strong interest in the
arts and theatre, who holds excellent
customer service skills, and who
enjoys working with the public in a
dynamic cultural environment. The
successful candidate will support the
Box Office Manager and play a key
role in the efficient day-to-day
operation as the main point of contact
for information and ticket sales. The
role also involves coordinating the
Front-of-House team for all events.
Apply via our Grants and
Opportunities page.

Axis Ballymun: General Manager
Deadline: Monday 13 July 2026

The General Manager is a senior
operational leadership role
responsible for the smooth, safe, and
effective day-to-day running of Axis –
its people, building, systems, and
operational governance – ensuring
the organisation meets its legal,
regulatory, and funder obligations,
and continues to serve its community
well. Working in close partnership
with the CEO and senior managers,
the General Manager will lead the
operations of the organisation, line-
manage a number of senior staff,
oversee the building and its
outsourced service contracts, and
provide administrative support to the
Board and to the organisation’s
finance and funding activity. Apply
via our Grants and Opportunities
page.
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Deontais agus Deiseanna
GRANTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Coimisiún na Meán: Sound &
Vision 4

Deadline: 12 noon Thursday 16 July
2026

Sound & Vision 4 is a funding scheme
for broadcasters and independent
producers that funds the production
of high-quality programmes about
Irish culture, heritage, and experience,
and programmes to improve adult
literacy. This funding round, part of
the Shared Island Media Fund and
operated under our Sound & Vision
Scheme, will support television and
radio programming that reflects the
experiences, and diverse and shared
heritages, of communities across the
island, and brings the objectives of the
Shared Island Media Fund to life. We
welcome funding applications
from independent producers and
broadcasters. Apply via our Grants
and Opportunities page.

Arts Council Project Award 2027
Deadline: 5:30pm Thursday 23 July 2026

The Project Award supports specific
projects across various artforms. It
focuses on enabling individual artists
and organisations to bring their ideas
to fruition and create excellent artistic
work. The award is open to a number
of artforms including architecture,
children and young people, circus,
dance, film, literature, music,
participatory arts, street performance
and spectacle, theatre, traditional
arts, and visual arts. Apply via our
Grants and Opportunities page.
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Deontais agus Deiseanna
GRANTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

National Lottery: Artists’
International Development Fund
Deadline: 12 noon Thursday 30 July 2026

This fund is an annual programme
jointly funded by the British Council
and Arts Council NI, and is open to
both individual artists and
organisations. The programme will
support early-stage international
development opportunities for
individual, freelance, and self-
employed artists and organisations
based in Northern Ireland. It will
afford recipients the opportunity to
spend time building links with artists,
organisations, and/or creative
producers in another country. The aim
of the programme is to support
individual international developmental
opportunities for talent and artistic
excellence from Northern Ireland and,
thereby, enhance Northern Ireland’s
international artistic development,
reputation, and standing. Apply via
our Grants and Opportunities page.

Arts Council Irish-Language
Theatre Award

Deadline: 5:30pm Thursday 30 July 2026

The Irish-Language Theatre Award
supports specific artistic projects in
theatre, from play development to
theatre creation, large-scale
production, and touring. It focuses on
ensuring more people can enjoy high-
quality theatre experiences in the
Irish language throughout the
country. The award is open to
professional artists and organisations
with a demonstrable track record in
theatre practice. We offer Strand 1
and 2 of this award with the support
of the Arts Council of Northern
Ireland (ACNI). Apply via our Grants
and Opportunities page.
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Deontais agus Deiseanna
GRANTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

UK-IRL Culture Connects Grant
2026–27

Deadline: 5pm Friday 31 July 2026

The UK-IRL Culture Connects Grant
supports the early stages of artistic
collaboration. It is designed to help
artists build partnerships, develop
ideas, and explore new approaches
through time spent working together
in-person. The fund prioritises creative
development over final outputs,
supporting meaningful outcomes such
as research, experimentation, and
professional growth. This includes (but
is not limited to): research and
development of new creative ideas;
mentorship opportunities; exploring
collaborative pathways with producers
or partners; experimenting with new
technologies or practices; and
developing initiatives that support
creative exchange. Apply via our
Grants and Opportunities page.

Seán Ó Faoláin International
Short Story Competition

Deadline: Midnight Friday 31 July 2026

The competition is open to original,
unpublished, and unbroadcast short
stories in the English language, of
3,000 words or fewer. The story can
be on any subject, in any style, by a
writer of any nationality, living
anywhere in the world. Translated
work is not in the scope of this
competition. Simultaneous
submissions are accepted, but please
notify us immediately should your
work be accepted elsewhere. First
prize: €2,000, a featured reading at
the Cork International Short Story
Festival (with a four-night hotel stay
and full board), and publication in
Southword. Apply via our Grants
and Opportunities page.
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Deontais agus Deiseanna
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Waterford Poetry Prize
Deadline: 10am Friday, 14 August 2026

Entries are now being accepted for
the Waterford Poetry Prize 2026. This
competition is open to all writers
currently living on the island of
Ireland. This prize has emerged from
the influence of the late Waterford
writer Seán Dunne, whose poetry
continues to inspire. The winners of
the Waterford Poetry Prize 2026 will
be announced at the closing event of
the Waterford Writers Weekend. This
year the Arts Office is pleased to
welcome back the poet, essayist, and
librettist, Jessica Traynor, as
adjudicator. First prize is €600,
second €400, and third €300. Apply
via our Grants and Opportunities
page.

Arts Council Strategic Funding
2027

Deadline: 5:30 Thursday 3 September
2026

The purpose of Strategic Funding is to
invest in and support the organisations
that are needed to lead, sustain, and
develop the arts in Ireland. Strategic
Funding supports key arts
organisations, ensuring their
sustainability and capacity to deliver
high-quality arts experiences. It focuses
on the delivery of excellent artwork,
services, events, and activities that
provide more people with the
opportunity to enjoy high-quality arts
experiences. Apply via our Grants and
Opportunities page.
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Thank you so much for reading this month’s Smashing Times Newsletter.
Next up is Edition VII of Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and Literary
Journal, which will be published on Saturday 18 July 2026. Next month, the
August 2026 edition of the Smashing Times Newsletter will focus on Cultural
Heritage. Slán go fóill!

Beir bua agus beannacht,

Féilim James, Smashing Times Newsletter and Tintreach Editor

Credits

Editor: Féilim James
Grants and Opportunities: Ciara Hayes
Producers: Mary Moynihan and Freda Manweiler
Graphics: EM Creative

Ag léamh na nuachtlitreach seo tríd an nasc inroinnte? Cláraigh anseo chun
eagráin amach anseo dár nuachtlitir agus de Thintreach: The Smashing

Times Arts and Literary Journal a fháil i do bhosca isteach.

Reading this newsletter via the shareable link? Subscribe here to receive
future editions of our newsletter and Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts

and Literary Journal straight to your inbox.
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	Ag ceangal saoránach leis na healaíona, cearta daonna, ceartas aeráide, agus comhionannas inscne
	Connecting citizens to the arts, human rights, climate justice, and gender equality
	A chairde,
	Hello and welcome to the July 2026 edition of the Smashing Times Newsletter. This edition includes Spotsolas: Smashing Times News (which includes information on this month’s Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival), News From the Network, and Grants and Opportunities.
	Happy reading,
	Féilim James Smashing Times Newsletter and Tintreach Editor
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	SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES NEWS
	Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival

	region, past and present, who have championed peaceful human rights. Join in on discussions about sustainable, inclusive societies and social justice, and share stories of your favourite changemaker.
	Enjoy unique art events, exhibitions, guided storytelling walks, artist talks, poetry readings, and discussions at The Barracks Heritage Centre, Cahersiveen. Also included is the launch of Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and Literary Journal, featuring readings and artist talks from County Kerry artists, celebrating local creative voices. The Standing Stone event on Valentia Island involves poetry and discussion on ancestral voices and their influence on human rights. While on Valentia Island, enjoy a trip to the Transatlantic Cable Station and Valentia Island Lighthouse. For a discount, remember to say that you are with the Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival! Tickets for the festival range from €5 to €10, with some activities free.
	Storytelling sessions highlight inspiring figures from the past, including Daniel and Mary O’Connell, of Cahersiveen and Derrynane; Janie McCarthy, Killarney; Helen Blackburn, Valentia Island; Monsignor Hugh O’Flaherty, Killarney and Cahersiveen; Maude Jane Delap, Valentia Island; and Mary Elmes, Cork City. These are people whose lives and actions contributed to social justice, peace, and human dignity. The stories will be shared alongside opportunity for participants to contribute their own stories of people in Kerry, both past and present, who have advocated for connected, inclusive, and resilient communities.
	Supporters of our events include Cumas Ceantar Creative Places Uíbh Ráthaigh, Ciste Beag Ealaíon (Micro Arts Fund) 2026, Kerry County Council, and Failte Ireland.
	To view the full programme for the Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival, please click here.
	To book any of the festival events, please click here.
	Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival Launch & Talk on The Importance of Human Rights
	Eternal Rebels: Irish Women Changemakers in History Exhibition
	Eternal Rebels Guided Storytelling Tour & Talk celebrating Irish Women Changemakers in History
	Kingdom Voices Guided Storytelling Walk: Changemakers Who Stood Up for the Rights of Others During World War II
	Landscapes of the Soul Multidisciplinary Exhibition
	The Art of Nature Training Workshop: Organising Sustainable Events
	Tintreach Live: Launch with Creative Readings and Artist Talks
	The Standing Stone on Glanleam: Ancestral Voices and Human Rights – Talk and Poetry Reading
	To view the full programme for the Kerry Arts and Human Rights Festival, please click here.
	To book any of the festival events, please click here.
	SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES NEWS
	Open Call for Events: 2026 Irish Arts and Human Rights Festival
	Open Call for Voices of Peace Multidisciplinary Exhibition

	SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES NEWS
	Smashing Times Arts and Human Rights Radio Show: 24 June & 1 July
	Smashing Times Arts and Human Rights Radio Show: 8 & 15 July

	SPOTSOLAS: SMASHING TIMES NEWS
	Edition VII of Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and Literary Journal

	Nuacht Ón nGréasán NEWS FROM THE NETWORK
	Mártan Ó Ciardha, Tuairisc.ie: An Laoch Sacair a Chloígh na Sasanaigh ag Corn an Domhain Mártan Ó Ciardha, Tuairisc.ie: The Soccer Hero Who Defeated the English at the World Cup
	‘Bhí Joe Gaetjens,’ a scríobhann Mártan Ó Ciardha i dTuairisc.ie, ‘mar chuid d’fhoireann Stáit Aontaithe Mheiriceá a bhain amach ceann de na buanna gan choinne is mó riamh ag Corn an Domhain, ach bhí droch-chríoch air nuair a d’fhill sé ar a fhód dúchais Háítí.’ Cliceáil anseo chun an t-alt iomlán a léamh i dTuairisc.ie.
	‘Joe Gaetjens,’ writes Mártan Ó Ciardha in Tuairisc.ie, ‘was part of the United States team that achieved one of the greatest upsets ever at the World Cup, but he met a bad end when he returned to his native Haiti.’ Click here to read the full article in Tuairisc.ie.
	Alan Titley, The Irish Times: Cíortar go Mion an Ceangal idir Éire agus na Na Stíobhartaigh i Mórshaothar Bhreandáin Uí Bhuachalla Alan Titley, The Irish Times: The Connection Between Ireland and the Stewarts Is Explored in Breandán Ó Buachalla’s Masterpiece
	Ní hea amháin gur ceann de leabhair mhóra na Gaeilge é Aisling Ghéar: Na Stíobhartaigh agus an tAos Léinn 1603–1788 (1996, An Clóchomhar), ach tá ar cheann de na leabhair is tábhachtaí dar foilsíodh lenár linn in Éirinn é chomh maith. Cliceáil anseo chun alt iomlán Alan Titley a léamh san Irish Times.
	Aisling Ghéar: Na Stíobhartaigh agus an tAos Léinn 1603–1788 (1996, An Clóchomhar) is not only one of the great books in the Irish language, but it is also one of the most important books published in Ireland in our time. Click here to read Alan Titley's full article in the Irish Times.

	Nuacht Ón nGréasán NEWS FROM THE NETWORK
	Write to Northern Ireland’s Justice Minister: Fully Implement the Gillen Review Reforms
	Northern Ireland’s Women’s Resource Development Agency (WRDA) has hosted an initiative calling for reform on the justice system’s handling of sexual offence trials. WRDA has created an accessible call to action, through which people can send a pre-written letter demanding reform. Their goals and mission are clearly laid out as demanding the full implementation of the Gillen Review reforms in court systems, calling for juries to be educated on harmful sexual offence myths. They also call for the system to be reformed to better support victims and survivors of sexual violence. Click here to learn more.

	Art for Change 2026 Showcase
	Art for Change 2026 Showcase will be held on Friday 10 July 2026 at the Peter Froggatt Centre in Belfast. As a youth-led event, the Art for Change Showcase creates space for children living in an anxiety-inducing time to process and navigate complex ideas and feelings through art. Children use visual, digital, and performance art to promote change and action. The showcase offers a sense of connection and community through art-based solutions and what is endearingly referred to as ‘artivism’. It also fosters social connection, emotional processing, and expression for young individuals. Click here to learn more.


	Nuacht Ón nGréasán NEWS FROM THE NETWORK
	White Ribbon Ireland Workshop
	White Ribbon Ireland is an initiative that aims to improve gender equality and end violence against women through the education of young men and individuals. It is an international organisation that utilises workshops, presence in schools, and presence in workspaces to make its impact. On Friday 26 June 2026, White Ribbon Ireland hosted a men’s network development workshop in Waterford, where participants worked on knowledge and skill-building efforts to work towards a safer and more inclusive social environment. To learn more about the White Ribbon Ireland project, please click here.

	Dancer From the Dance Festival 2026
	Dancer From the Dance Festival of Irish Choreography, held by Irish Modern Dance Theatre, is a series of mixed programmes or gatherings of Irish and Irish-identifying choreographers, crossing borders of ethnicity, dance practices, generations, genders, and dance styles from contemporary to sean nós to classical ballet. Now in its 8th year, the festival, which runs from 6–8 July 2026, features over 22 choreographers performing short, exciting dance works celebrating the strength and diversity of Irish identity and the Irish dance landscape. The festival takes place in Dublin, primarily in the Project Arts Centre. Partners include Dance Ireland, Project Arts Centre, IFI Irish Film Institute, Dublin City Council, and more. Click here to learn more.
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	Thank you so much for reading this month’s Smashing Times Newsletter. Next up is Edition VII of Tintreach: The Smashing Times Arts and Literary Journal, which will be published on Saturday 18 July 2026. Next month, the August 2026 edition of the Smashing Times Newsletter will focus on Cultural Heritage. Slán go fóill!
	Beir bua agus beannacht,
	Féilim James, Smashing Times Newsletter and Tintreach Editor
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