
 

Stories of  women changemakers, revolutionaries and artists from Irish history 

 
The Eternal Rebels Changemakers Exhibition is a permanent visual art exhibition by artist Mary 
Moynihan combining original storytelling and photography to celebrate the lives and legacies of 
twelve remarkable women who helped shape Irish history. Installed throughout The Barracks 
Heritage Centre in Cahersiveen, the exhibition invites visitors to explore stories of courage, creativity 
and equality. 
 
Through compelling narratives and evocative photographic artworks of the Irish landscape, the 
exhibition honours women whose vision and determination challenged injustice and transformed 
society.  
 
Featured changemakers include Eva Gore-Booth (1870-1926), poet, writer, trade unionist, feminist 
and campaigner for equality; Hanna Sheehy Skeffington (1877-1946), pioneering feminist, 
suffragette, radical activist, pacifist, and human rights campaigner; Dr Kathleen Lynn (1874-1955), 
physician, politician, feminist, suffragist, Republican and socialist; and Helena Molony (1884-1967), 
Republican, feminist and labour activist 
 
The exhibition celebrates two extraordinary women who lived on Valentia Island. Helen 
Blackburn (1842 1903) was a writer, suffragist and leading advocate for women’s and workers’ 
rights. Maude Jane Delap (1866-1953), was a pioneering Marine Biologist who made internationally 
significant contributions to marine science including the discovery of a sea anemone named in her 
honour, the ‘Edwardsia delapiae’, which she discovered in shallow sea waters on Valentia Island’s 
shores. 
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The Eternal Rebels Changemakers Exhibition is a celebration of the resilience, imagination and 
enduring spirit of those who create positive change. Mary Moynihan's storytelling explores the 
intersections of history, memory, identity and human rights, while Mary’s striking landscape 
photography reflects Ireland's rich natural environment in all its beauty and power—serene and 
wild, intimate and expansive. Together, the stories and images encourage reflection on the 
relationship between people, place and the continuing pursuit of equality and justice. 

The Barracks Heritage Centre provides a fitting home for the exhibition. Occupying a landmark 
building overlooking the River Fertha, Cahersiveen Bay and Valentia Island, the former Royal Irish 
Constabulary barracks was constructed between 1870 and 1875. Today, its permanent exhibitions 
explore the rich history of the building and the surrounding region, including the life and legacy of 
Daniel O'Connell, the renowned political leader and champion of Catholic emancipation known as 
The Liberator. The Eternal Rebels Changemakers Exhibition adds a powerful contemporary 
dimension to this historic setting by bringing the stories of Ireland's women changemakers into 
dialogue with the landscape and history that surround them. 

The exhibition features twelve large-format storyboards, each pairing an original changemaker story 
written by Mary Moynihan with a photographic artwork taken by Mary and inspired by Irish 
landscapes and seascapes. The exhibition is presented by Smashing Times International Centre for 
the Arts and Equality. 

Artworks are for sale. Contact Freda Manweiler. Storyboards can be purchased individually from 
Smashing Times.  Each storyboard is 100 euro. 

Tel: + 353 (0) 87 221 4245 | Email: admin@smashingtimes.ie 
www.smashingtimes.ie 

 

Exhibition Credits 
Artist and Curator: Mary Moynihan, Writer, Poet, Creator of Art and Photography, Artistic Director, 
Smashing Times International Centre for the Arts and Equality, Arts Curator for the annual 
International Irish Arts and Human Rights festival 
Producers: Ciara Hayes and Freda Manweiler, Producers, Smashing Times  
Graphic Design: EM Creative, Graphic Design 
Special Thanks to: Éanna Moynihan Ó Brádaigh; Ella Moynihan; Féilim James; Kieran McCarthy and 
all at The Old Barracks Heritage Centre; Jackie Davitt-Morgan, Atlantic Villa, Valentia Island; Áine 
Cusack; The Valentia Island Heritage Centre; St John the Baptist Church, Valentia Island; June 
O’Connell, Skellig Six18 Distillery and Visitor Centre; Lucian Horvat, Valentia Transatlantic Cable 
Station and Valentia Island Lighthouse; and Geraldine Reardon, Kerry Coast Hotel. 
 

 

Mary Moynihan (she/her) is an award-winning writer, poet, theatre and film-
maker and  a creator of art and photography. Mary is Artistic Director of Smashing 
Times International Centre for the Arts and Equality, and Artistic Curator for the 
annual Dublin Arts and Human Rights festival. Mary’s work has won a number of 
awards, including the Allianz Business to Arts Special Judges DAA Arts Award at 
Bord Gáis Energy Theatre, the international and prestigious #ArtsAgainstCovid 
award from the Arts in Health International Foundation and an Arts Council Agility 
and Project Awards.  

 

http://www.smashingtimes.ie/


 3 

The changemakers whose stories feature in the exhibition are:  
 

1. Sarah Curran (1782-1808) 
A true disciple of Mary Wollstonecraft and Robert Emmet’s clandestine lover 
Photographic Artwork: Edge, depicting an Irish seascape. Image by Mary Moynihan 

2. Mary O’Connell (1778-1836) 
A strong, intelligence, and resilience woman who helped sustain one of Ireland's most 
influential political families.   
Photographic Artwork: Past to Present, depicting the abbey on Abbey Island, County Kerry, 
where Mary O’Connell is buried. Image by Mary Moynihan 

3. Constance Markievicz (1868-1927) 
Irish politician, revolutionary nationalist, suffragette and socialist 
Photographic Artwork: Shadowland, depicting an Irish landscape. Image by Mary Moynihan 

4. Eva Gore-Booth (1870-1926) 
Poet, writer, trade unionist, feminist, a campaigner for equality and social justice, and a sister 
of Irish revolutionary Countess Markievicz 
Photographic Artwork: Sky at Night, depicting an Irish seascape.  Image by Mary Moynihan 

5. Margaret Skinnider (1893-1971) 
Revolutionary feminist and trade unionist 
Photographic Artwork: Blues, depicting an Irish sky. Image by Mary Moynihan 

6. Helena Molony (1884-1967) 
Republican, feminist and labour activist 
Photographic Artwork: Stay, depicting an Irish seascape. Image by Mary Moynihan 

7. Grace Evelyn Gifford (1888-1955) 
Illustrator, caricaturist and supporter of Irish independence 
Photographic Artwork: Darkness, depicting an Irish seascape.  Image by Mary Moynihan 

8. Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington (1877-1946) 
Radical activist, feminist, pacifist, human rights campaigner and one of Ireland’s foremost 
suffragettes 
Photographic Artwork: Light, depicting an Irish sky. Image by Mary Moynihan 

9. Helen Blackburn (1842-1903) 
Writer, Suffragist and Feminist Campaigner for Women’s Rights and Worker’s Rights 
Photographic Artwork: Across the Divide, depicting Valentia Island.  Image by Mary 
Moynihan,  

10. Maude Jane Delap (1866-1953) 
A pioneering Marine Biologist who had a sea anemone named after her, the ‘Edwardsia 
delapiae’, which she discovered in shallow sea waters on Valentia Island’s shores. 
Photographic Artwork: Shoreline of Valentia Island. Image by Mary Moynihan 

11. Dr Kathleen Lynn (1874-1955) 
Medical Doctor, politician, feminist, suffragist, Republican and socialist 
Photographic Artwork: Full Moon on Killiney Beach.  Image by Mary Moynihan 

12. Mary Elmes (1908-2002) 
Honored as ‘Righteous Among Nations’ for her work saving Jewish children from the Nazi 
gas chambers during World War II 
Photographic Artwork: Haunting, depicting an Irish sky.  Image by Mary Moynihan 
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Eternal Rebels Changemakers Exhibition 
 
 

 
Title:   Sarah Curran (1782-1808) 
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the story of 
Sarah Curran (1782-1808), a true disciple of Mary 
Wollstonecraft and Robert Emmet’s clandestine lover. 
With a photographic artwork by Mary Moynihan titled 
Edge, depicting an Irish seascape.  

 
Title:   Mary O’Connell (1778-1836)   
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the 
story of Mary O’Connell (1778-1836), a strong, 
intelligence, and resilience woman who helped 

sustain one of Ireland's most influential political 

families.  With a photographic artwork by Mary 
Moynihan titled Past to Present depicting the 
abbey on Abbey island, County Kerry, where 
Mary O’Connell is buried. 

 
Title:   Constance Markievicz (1868-1927) 
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the story of 
Constance Markievicz (1868-1927), Irish politician, 
revolutionary nationalist, suffragette and socialist. 
With a headshot and photographic artwork by Mary 
Moynihan titled Shadowland, depicting an Irish 
landscape. 

 
Title:   Eva Gore-Booth (1870-1926) 
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the 
story of Eva Gore-Booth (1870-1926), a poet, 
writer, trade unionist, feminist, a campaigner for 
equality and social justice, and a sister of Irish 
revolutionary Countess Markievicz. With a 
headshot and photographic artwork by Mary 
Moynihan titled Sky At Night, depicting an Irish 
seascape. 
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Title:   Margaret Skinnider  

(1893-1971) 
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the story of 
Margaret Skinnider (1893-1971), revolutionary 
feminist and trade unionist. With a a headshot and 
photographic artwork by Mary Moynihan titled Blues, 
depicting an Irish sky. 

 
Title:   Helena Molony  

(1884-1967) 
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the 
story of Helena Molony (1884-1967), a 
Republican, feminist and labour activist. With a 
headshot and photographic artwork by Mary 
Moynihan titled Stay, depicting an Irish 
seascape. 

 
Title:   Grace Evelyn Gifford  

(1888-1955) 
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the story of 
Grace Evelyn Gifford (1888-1955), illustrator, 
caricaturist and supporter of Irish independence. With 
a headshot and photographic artwork by Mary 
Moynihan titled Darkness, depicting an Irish seascape.  
 

 
Title:   Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington  

(1877-1946) 
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the 
story of Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington (1877-1946), 
radical activist, feminist, pacifist, human rights 
campaigner and one of Ireland’s foremost 
suffragettes. With a headshot and photographic 
artwork by Mary Moynihan titled Light, depicting 
an Irish sky. 
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Title:   Helen Blackburn (1842-1903) 
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the story of 
Helen Blackburn (1842-1903), Writer, Suffragist and 
Feminist Campaigner for Women’s Rights and Worker’s 
Rights. With  a headshot and  photographic artwork by 
Mary Moynihan titled Across the Divide, depicting a 
landscape on Valentia Island, Kerry. 

 
Title:   Maude Jane Delap (1866-1953) 
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the 
story of Maude Jane Delap (1866-1953), a 
pioneering, self-taught Marine Biologist who had 
a sea anemone named after her, the ‘Edwardsia 
delapiae’, which she discovered in shallow sea 
waters on Valentia Island’s shores. With a 
headshot and photographic artwork by Mary 
Moynihan titled Shoreline of Valentia Island. 

 
Title:   Dr Kathleen Lynn 

(1874-1955)  
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the story of 
Dr Kathleen Lynn (1874-1955), Medical Doctor, 
politician, feminist, suffragist, Republican and socialist. 
With a headshot and photographic artwork by Mary 
Moynihan titled Full Moon on Killiney beach, depicting 
an Irish seascape. 

 
Title:   Mary Elmes   

(1908-2002)  
Artist:  Mary Moynihan 
Medium: Storyboard Print 
Size:  59.4 x 84.1cm. Portrait 
Price:     100 euro 
Storyboard print on foamboard showcasing the 
story of Mary Elmes (1908-2002), honored 
as ‘Righteous Among Nations’ for her work 
saving Jewish children from the Nazi gas 
chambers during World War II. With a headshot 
and photographic artwork by Mary Moynihan 
titled Haunting, depicting an Irish sky.          
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